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ing out of the plain practical duties of each man's place, that
somewhere and by some persons these subjects should be invest-
igated with the decpest research and the most searching critical
study.

The time has gone by when it was necessary to vindicate the
utility of deep and lifelong investigations into the nature of elec-
tricity and the mode of its operation, into the nature of light and
heat and sound and the laws that govern their action, into the
minute niceties of the chemical and physiological laboratory, the
speculations and experiments of geology, or the absorbing- cal-
culations of the mathematician and the astronomer. Men do not
now need to be told what it is that has given them the steam-
engine, the telegraph, the telephone, the electric railway and
the electric light, the telescope, the improved lighthouse, the
lucifer match, antiseptic surgery, the prophylactics against
small-pox and diphtheria, aluminium the new metal, and the
triumphs of modern engineering. These things are mainly the
outcome of what seemed to a majority of mankind useless and
unpractical study and experiment.

Uses or tHE THEORETIC STUDY OF Law.

But as regards our law, those who press the importance of
thorough and scientific study are not yet cxempt from the duty
of pointing out the use of it and its necessity. To say nothing
of the widespread scepticism among a certain class of practical
men, in and out of our profession, as to the advantages of any-
thing of the sort, there is also among many of those who nomin-
ally admit it and even advocate it, a remarkable failure to appre-
ciate what this admission means. It is the simple truth that you
cannot have thorough aud first-rate training in law, any more
than in physical science, unless you have a body of learned
teachers; and you cannot have a learned faculty of law unless,
like other faculties, they give their lives to their work. The
main secret of teaching law, as of all teaching, is what Socrates
declared to be the secret of eloquence—undersmnding your sub-
Ject; and that requires, as regards any one of the great heads of
our law, in the present stage of our science, an enormous and
absorbing amount of labour.

Consider how vast the material of our law is, and what the
subject-matter is which is to be explored, studied, understood,
classified, and taught in our schools of law. It lies chiefly in an
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