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Under such circnmstances it seeme te me it would ho more than incon-sistent for the Bar te seek a change at ail in the mode of examiningcandidatep. I couid flot see in sucb a course anything short of aniznominions striking of ifs coloure. It ie ail very fine to say that theBoard of Examiners is te be maintained as at preseiit constituted,that they shalh have the right to see the candidates and to inquire intotheir character and reptitation, that the council le to approve of the carri-culum a(iopte(i by the Facuities, that the members of these facuities arethem8elves membere of the Bar or Bench, and as much interested in theweifare of the profession as in the reputation of their Aima Mater. Ailthese considerations do flot alter the fact that the proposai of the reportis te transfer the power of ascertaining the legai knowiedge of candidatesfrom the Bar and its; Board of Examiners to the Universities.
Io this wise? I say emphaticaliy no.
Consider what the Universities are in this country. They are privateindependent bodies over which the State itseif bas no control. Can it beseriously pretended that the Bar can ever hope te exercise sucb a control?Take the teachiing given to day in the iaw facuities of McGiil and Lavai.It je net at ail the samie, it is flot founded on the same plan. Can vonexpect to get Lavai to adopt McGill'e programme or vire versa, or can youimagine the two faculties to adopt a plan of your own ? Neyer! 1lI thecontinental countries of Furape, notably in France, a degree in iaw fromthe University of France is sufficient evidence of legal knowledge foradmission te the Bar, but there and wherever the saine state of thingeobtains, the Uni versity le a state University under the control of publicauthority and stands alone, so tiiat the conditions under wLich its degreesare granted are uniformn for the whole country. In England, where thesystem is analogous to our own, the Inna of Court have aiwaya mostjealousiy kept te themselves the exercise of the power of admission to theBar heth in respect of legai instruction and of social and moral standing.In reoent times, since the former has been made an essentiai. requlsiteand examinations have become se severe, University degrees in law areoniy accepted to relieve the candidate from examination in Roman orcivil law, which, as we know, bas much lese importance with them thanit bas with us. The party led by the làte Lord Seiborne in their attemptsto incorperate and etherwise reform the Inns of Court, neyer dreamt ofinterfering with their examinations.
On the above greuind alone, namely, the independent statue of ourUniversities, and the fact of there being severai between ;,which competi-tien may arise, I arn of opinion that it would be most dangerous to sur-render inte their bands a fraction of a power se essentiai te our existenceand imprevement as a body. But I feel I wouid iay myseif open te acharge of disingenuounees if I did net further declare my) convictionthat examinations by the Ijniversities wili ever be conducted in theintereet of these bodies and not ln that of the Bar. No one can serve twomasters, and I have ne donbt that with the beet intentions, the mostbigh minded prefessors wouid, as je natural, give a first place in theirbearts te their venerabie Alma Mater. And 1l further think that there iscause te dread that the interest of these great institutions may net aiwaysbe that of the Bar, and, in case of cenflict, it is easy te foresee which.would have te give way in the minde of learned professera.
In conclusion, I think it is the plain duty ef the Bar te jealously guardand keep intact the priviieges cenferred upen it, that the chief ene amengtbem is the process of selection of its members, that the main feature efthis precees is the asoertaining the legai knowledge of aspirants, and thatit sbouid net shrink ene jet frem the respensibiiity ef exercising thie

pewer.
1 de net think the present system, ef examinatiens perfect. It seemete me the idea ef representation, 80 excellent in our pelitical institutions,degeneratea inte an abuse when imported inte everything.


