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of nature that ha-ve caused the world to biush, were introduced into
society, Arehbishop della Chiesa xvas the first prelate in Europe to
express bis detestation, and his rncrciless invectives had a crushing
effeet througlîout bis diocese.

When the Arelibishop of Bologna 'was createdl a Cardinal last
Màay, littie hie thouglit lie would be -%earing the tiara -%ithin six
înontlis, and inucl lcss did it strik-e lis devoted floek that hie -%ould
soon leave theni to take charge of the greater flock, the faithful of
the world. But the Hand of the Most Iligli had corne on him, and
,when the balloting announced bis return hoe iiumediately aeeepted
the responsibility of Supreiyic Pontiff, choosing Benediet XV. as
titie.

Never did a Pope ascend the Pontifical Tlirone under such
extrerne eireurnstalces. The sad siglit before bis eyes inust w,,eigh
heavily on bis loving heart. Pins X. -%vas overcorne with grief, and
mill Benodiet XV. bc able to bear the burdon of sorrow? Survey-
ing the world as it stands, wliat docs lie sec? "'The saddest and
inost iournful spectacle of -whieli there is any on record." The
eivilized world is shaken to ils netheriuost foundations. The hurnan
race is literally drenched with blood. Millions of Cathlii s are
bciug daily hurled against one another, and even the priest of God
doos xîot escape the horror of hiorrors, for thousands of thein have
beon cailed to bear the armnour and the rifle in the satanie de-sire of
their rulers for world-doxnain. .And as Christ came on earth. to
redeeni ail rnaukind, the millions ontside the fold are just as dear
to the Holy Pontifî-the children of e-very nation, colour and
clirnate who, look ho Christendorn for iight and lcading in the
niareli o! progress: the mile of justice, and the. lighIt of freedorn.

But, even thoughi Benediet carne ho the throne under sucli
tragicai circunîshances, aiready events portend a glorlous reigu.
Nations that for centuries l1ave hrod in darkness are again bcginning
to look to the Holy Sec for lighit and peac. England, that for
fout; hundrcd years despised the laian as despatched ber am-
bassador ho Roine; and Japan, that never knev tlie voice of Peter,
has also sent her representative. And even tiîoughl the beiligerents
did not aceept Benedict's proposail for a truce at Christmnas,
cordiality and good %vill, towvards tue \'icar o£ Christ was every-
where displaycd. Ris proposai ho excchîange prisoners inea-,pacitated
for further fightiug lias alrendy been agreed to by Germany and
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