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For Tug: RURAL CANADIAN,

IWALKS IN THE GARDEN.—IV.

Arnm i8 & busy month in the garden. The
snow is gone, and the prudent man, who bhas
ridged up bis ground in the fall, will find it light
and friable, owing {0 vho pulverizing effects of
tho frost, and will often sec his sceds sprouting
from the ground, before his ncighlionr, who las
not been so furehanded, caun put 8 spade into the
sagay scil. The manure wineh was put on in
the fall will be more intimately blended with the
earth, aud in a better condition to be assimilated
by the roots of the plants No diggiog will be
required, merely throwing down the ridges with
a fork; and a rake will nof be necessary, except
to level the surface.

Ix most scasons many secds can bo put in
during the first week in April, though this year,
owing to the depth that the frost has pencirated,
it may be alittle later. The first seeds to be
rlanted aro onions, spinach, peas, bzets, carrots,

may be sown as a catch crop, where cabbuges,
tomutoes, cte., are to be planted, as it will be
over about the time they are ready. :

Ir tho soil is not sticky—and if it is seeds should
not be planted at all—it should always be rande
firm around the seed when it is plauted.  Many
pat the grouud with the back of & spade or run
a roller over it ufter sowing, but there is nothing
better than tho sole of the foof, and it is very
ready. If this is notdone the dry air penetrates
to tho tiny rootlets when tbey begin to sprout,
and destroys their vitality.  For the same reason,
when plants are set out the soil should be pushed
rourd them closely with the foot. A larze pro-
portion of failures, both with plants and seeds, is
due to neglect of this simple precaution, cspe-
cially on light soilx.

Tae main crop of potatoes can wait till May,
but it is as well to plaut a row or two towards
the middle or end of April. If they escape the
frost they will be ready for use carly in Jjoly,

rarsuips, salstfy, and parsley.  There need be 20

when they will Le must eppreciated. I always

t

to clean for the tablo than it is worth. Spinnch‘ probably induco you to go more into the srna.

mental line unother season.

To those who havo hotbeds, pricking out is a
very necessary operation.  There i8 nothing
growing under glass that is not improved by one
or two shifts befora being planted in the open
ground. Tomatoes, peppers, egg plants, and
such semi-tropical plants had better be ehifted
from cne part of the bed to the other, as too
sudden a change of temperature to a cold frame
checks and stunts them. The bed used for
lettuce and radishes i3 a good pluce to put them.
Uther things, such as most flower plants, cabbage,
caulitlowers, cte., can be transplanted into a cold
frame, the glass being kept on daring cool days.

Tae temperature of the hotbed should be
watched. A thermometer should be hung on ths
inside, and the ‘percury never allowed to go
above ninely degreex A few minutes’ neglect
may cook all the vegetation. At the same time
care should bo taken not to go too low, as a cold
wive is just as bad as abot one. A little experi-
ence wiil accustom one to regulate tho tempera-

feer of metting uny of these in too early. They | 8TOW 2 few of the old Ashleaf Kidnwey, and can | tore by opening or closing the sashes. The sar-
will all stand any frost they may have to encoun- | U9 thew the last week in June.  They have no ) face of the suil should never be dry, bat at the

ter, and the carlier they are planted the seouer |
the first cron way bo expected, as a rule.

For onions, the ground cannot well be too
rich, as long as the manure is well rotted, and it
should be niar the sarface, as the roots of onions l
penctrate bat a very short distance.  Thos: whn
are fond of young onicns, and who is ned, shonld ,
put in a pint ¢f shalots or potatn onions. They
ardo necessary ingredients in salads. A quart
or more of set onicns shonld be planicd at the
samo time.  Both should be pat in rows a foot
apari, aud four inches apart in the rows. The
blacksivds should have the same distance betwe-n |
the rows, whiclh, indeed, is abont right for all
root crops, to allow essy caltivation, aud should
be sown thickly, as the seed is not always sure,
and the young ones can easily be weeded, and
where they can be dispos:=d of will realize more
mon ¥ than the main crep. Onien seed shonld ,
b very lightly covered with soil.

Tur wors¥ enewmy that enion growers hav, to
entend with is the maggot, which attacks the
tulb when abaaf the size of & pea, and cats awas
the substance. They can be detect~d by the wilted
apprarance of the tops, and there is, sy faras I
I am sware. no emody : af least, I have ncver
been alle to seve the erop with any tmatment 1
csuld diseover  Tor thir reasen many [~rsons
are dizearding the black seed allomellicr, and
growing from sils exclusively. This is & mach

easicr plap, Lut the balbs d» not keep so well,
buing apt to ot as the winter advasees. Can: in
harvesting and storing, bawever, will obviats this
t7 some oxtent.  Onions, whetker sood or st
shonld 1= thoroughly caltivated, and not a woed
allowed &n c-zape  They nc:d all the notriment
there is in the soll, and nous of it shonld be
was'ad on weedx
=04, or both, will b found very bencficial

Sevarm, carrols, beets, parsnips, and salsify
all wanot rich, devp soil, and sbonld b coverad
abont an inch deep.  They shoald be cultivated
as 5oon an they can be sacn distinetly, and cxeept
the first, thinnad ont to six inches apart  Two
thivnings are better than cne—the tirst when
tw> ot threo inches high, sud the second when
largo encugh 20 be of rome use in the kitchen.
The liguter the soil, the betier tho roots, provided
it is rich, indeed it is useless to try to grow

| than twn.

A top dreesiog of ashes or |

well-formed parsnipe and salrify on very heary
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warket vulue, Leing small and not very prodac.

i tive, but they Liave 8 flavour pecaliarly their own,

and are fit to use when as large as pigeon’s eggs.
Whenever potatoes are planted, they will repay a
careful preparation of the soil more than most
people imagine.  Merely opening out a ditch with
a hoo and throwing the carth back again over
the tabers is not cnough.  The trench should be
about 8 foot wide, and the earth made as fiue: as
prssible. The cultivators of & Plavet Jr.
Wueel Hoe do it t perfection.  If one takes the
trouble to put about two inches of =01l on the
tubers, and then an anch of manare, aed snil on
that «7ain, be will have no reason to regred at.
I thiuk that cutting the scts t» two good ¢¥es
gives the best result

Lrrreer may b transplanted to the open
gronnd from the hotbed as sovu a3 the groand is
ready , thereis vory litle dauger of frevzing it
It is hardly worth while to Liave a separate place
for lettuce.  The plants can beset here and there
am-ng raspherry or carrant bashes, or whrerever
there is 8 sacant rpud. Thos: who have never
grown Ces lettuce shoald do s In flavoar and
crispness it is much preferable to any of the
cabbsge kinds.

Ir th raspberrivs and blackberrics have been
borie]l -und theze which were oot this sinter will,
1 am afraid, yicld very little fruiv  ifthey arcalive
at all they shonld be dug eut 2nd straightensd ap
as eariy a8 possible. Droken pices shonld be
cat off, and if stakes are nsed the canes shenld
be tied up af ence.  One bandling is less toouble
The wheel boe shonld beran threagh
them, and the carly weed growth Ailled, just as
soaon as if starts, bot care shonld be taken nat ty
go more thao twe inches deep, t> avaid catting
the roots.  Nof more than six or cight sproate
shonll be allowald to grow, the rest mast bo hoed
down as weeds,

Taere are & oond many siower scds thal can
ba sawn in April.  Poppirs, zinoise, marigslds,
phloses, asters, a: 1 nearly all the percnoials can
g0 in a3 Fon =8 the ground becom: & litile
warm. Most 2nonals that aro sown early -.ll
bloom as soen as transplanted from a hotbed,
but more secd is rejuired.  If you have not time
or inclination for much dower gardening, at any
rate try a jackage of mixed seeds or * wild
garden,” such as atr zmow scld by almoot all
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same time too much moisture should be avoided,
as the damring off of the tender vegetation :s a
general trouble. This, fon, must be learned by
vxperience. :
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Huw few people, comparativels, know anything
about asparagne. They may occasionally bay a
fow stalks at the: market, bug they are tongh and
tasteless, and very dear. No one ever enjoys
asparagus except from his own garden or that of
a ficnd.  Tradition has o great deal to do with
the scarceness of asparagus beds. The old way
of makiug them, handed down from generation to
goueration, nvolved trenchiug to a depth of a
couple of feet or more, and the loading of the
soil with manure, with other instructions enongh
to frighten an ordivary mortal. Iz realily an
asparagus bed is a vory eimpls matter. Spade
the soil to a fair depth, aud bave it mch and
fnable.
seeds two inches 2part and an inch deep. Kcep
the weeds down, aud in the fall put on a thick
coat of well-rotwed manure—that from the hot-
bed is just the thing. Next spring, thio the plants
out %0 2aighteen inches, keep clean danng the
summer, and in the fall give seme woen: manure.
Next sumnier 3ou <an begin catling thoe “ grass.”
You are just aboat as far ahead as if you had
boagzhit the plants, It 15 an open guestion
whother salt is necessary. It does rot do any
har, however, sad enough can be put on to
check the weeds withoat hurting the asparagus.
There 1s nof much differensr in the kinds
Connver's Colrssal and Argentuwml are i cvery
cataloue, and are both safa. Y.

Crovkk 18 an excellent green manure for reno-
vatinz the soil, but 1t is not adapled to cvery usc.
A s.ung crchard will be almest ruined by
sovding o clover, and & bearing orchard will
oftcn be seriously iojured. For xoung spple
crchards ¢1d coongh to produce fruit, but which
persist in growing more wocd instead, secding
down is somctimes beneficial. It chocks too
rapid growth and thus indaces froitfoloess.  One
renson why clover as green mmanure is so iojurious
to crchards is that it is not generally ploughed
nnder until tho trees are in full leaf. This is a
great check to their growth, and the subsequent
rotling of the clover sod stimulates an oxcessive
growsh Iate in the season, which dees nol ripen
its wood and is lisble to ba winter killed. This
alternate check 2ad stimalstion is especially
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Make dnlls four fuet apart, sow the
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