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Our Contributors.

AT WORK AGAIN.

BY KNOXONIAN,

‘Most of the people who went down

the St. Lawrenee or to the Atlantic coast,

or the Northerm Ink:'s ‘o res<t, change
and fresh air, have returned, and are at
work aga’n.

Some of them are no doubt growling
a little because the work'mg days have
begun again. It s mean to do anything
of that kind. If a man has hada good
rrest, gratitude, not growling, is the
proper exercise for hikn.

The dfact is growling ix a poor kind
of exercise at any time. It makes 1 man
a nuisance and It never puays. If one
could ‘make a hundred dollars a day by
whining, people might be excused in dull
times for going into the ‘whining busi-
ness. But the business does mnot pay,
and the more you push it, the worse ot
gews. Growling is a poorer busimess than
rais!nig fall wheat at fi ty cents a bushel.
It is almost as bad as working for Sun-
diny ears at a promjsed salary that van-
ighes !nto thia air as soon as the Sun-
day car mwen are beaten. Grumbling s
a poor emough business at any time, but
it ¥ specially mean after ome has had
a good holiday.

There is mo power in language to de-
scribe how mmch better work s tham idle-
mese. The fman who has too much work
is not so muclr to be pitied as the man
who has oo work aft all. Overwork is
a wajer thimg than idleness. The doctor
who has so many patients that they lay
siege to his office and scold himl with
sweet reasomablegess because he ecannot
be fn half-a-dozen places at the same
time, i a happier man than the doctor
who hasn’t any patients. The lawyer
is worrled by the mumber of his clients,
is ‘m a much better position tham the
unfortunate who never gets a chance,
philanthropically, to protect anybody’s
life, character or property. A minister
with as mumeh work as he can attend to
in fourteen hours g day, Is not an ol
ject of pity. The brother to be pitied
is the ome who has no work at all, or
not enough to keep him busy. The ‘mer-
chamt who has nothing to do m his
store, the mechanic who s idle in his
shop, the work'ng man who can [‘md no
work—these and wot the busy nsen are
the real objects of pity. .

There is a good dealsaid about the
toil of the Canadiam farmer. The ~armer
most to be pitied is the ome who has
no farm to toil on, or whose farm yiclds
him nothéng to toil with. A frost in
Manitoba or a drought in Onturio may
lessen the farmer’s toil fifty per cent. in
harvest, but easy timfs ‘m- harvest are
likely to mean hard times later .
The fact is, work s one of the blessings
we should thank our heavenly Father for
every day. We have heard a great many
prayers of various kinds and lemgths,
but we have never yet heard one .an
thank  his  Maker for the blessing of
work. We hawve heard several thou-
samul complain bécausc they had to work.

Work is a means of grace. Not one
im a thousand of us can behave hiwself
if he has nothing to do. It takes more
grace than is usually given to average
Obristians to keep idle people anything
like stralght. Idle hands would be bad
encugh, but the trouble is, tfe hagpds
are not ldle. A certa’h personage always
tinds something for them to do.

Idleness is as direct a violation o) the
Fourth Commaundment as Sabbath-break-
ing. The cominand says, “Six days shalt

“thou labour” as certainly as ‘it Say8 on

the seventh “‘thou shalt pot do any work.”
A man who goes idle all week, drives a
conch and four through the Fourth Com-
amandment. !

I 'we complain because we have a
reasonable amount of useful work, we
comiplain because we have an undoubted
and most preclous blessing.

Does this paper meet the eye of some
dearly beloved brother who perhaps, un-
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conseiously, has allowed hims~lf to fall in-
to the mfserable habit of comjplaining
abonit Nis work,

Brother, yon find n: tking sermoms hard
work. Well, supposing you dn. Pro‘e sor
Young used to say, the work mmst ‘all
somewhere. If it does mot fall on  vou
dur'ng the week. it must fall upon the
prople of yours and let the outside
wanted or expected you to make or
preach amy sermons., your lot would not
be improved. A preacher that nobody
wants to preach, is in a bad way.

And you have a great deal of visiting
to do, brother. Supposing you hadn’t
any to do, would you be happy. A pes-
tor without any families to wvisit would
be a queer kind of a functiomary. Most
likely he wouldn’t hove any salary.

And you have a great many meetings
to attend. Well, just strike of about
two-thirds &f them, sit down in  your
study, and make some good, healthy'ul
stimulating, Calvipistic diet for these
prople of yours nml let the outside
weetings go. Half the time the out-
side people want you merely as a i‘gure-
eard bo ormament the rear o; th> plat-
form. The chances are a thousand to
one, you are not hamdsome enough for
that. If they have any other reason. it
is to worm a little money out of your
people on the plea that their own
minlster is to take part.

You say you can’t sustain yours:l; :f
you don’t trot to every show that fussy
nobodies get up in the community., Well,
if you must fall, go dowmn w'th all your
eolours flyimg. The Ohurch badly needs
the example of ome or two min‘sters who
died ecciesiastically rather than belittle
their pulpits. Do vou know of any mim-
ister who died through d~votiom to his
pulpit and pcopl .  Most o us can name
twenty who perished by trotting to ev-
erything. Presbyterian congregations
worth the name, will stand by thein
minister if he stands by his pulpit. and
bastoral work amnd refuses to spend his
time perching on platiorms for ornament-
al purposes.

Brother, if your congregation will not
sustaln you unless you trot and perch, re-
s/gn at once and report the case to the
Foreign Mission Commlittee, Perbaps one
of the young wmen labouring among the
heathen might be recalled.

SIR WILLIAM ALEXANDER, AND
THE SCOTTISH ATTEMPZT 70
COLONIZE ACADIA.

BY THE BEV. GEORGE PATTERSON, D,D.

Dr. Patterson is well known, not only
as a theological writer, but as a his-
torian and blographer, who has devoted
special attentlon to the affairs, eivil and
ecclesiastical, of the Eastern Provinces of
the Dominion. His article on Sir  Wil-
ltum Alexamder 's a fresh and valuable
addition to his biographical skolehos, It
is Imteresting, critieal amd instructive, and
is well deservinz of careful perusal. Sir
Willlam was a native of Memstric,  near
Stirlimg, Scotland, born, according to the
ctommon aecount, im 1380, but, according

" to amother account, which Dr. Patterson

prefers, in 1567. He was educated, ‘tig
said, att he Grammar School of Stirling,
at one of the Scottish universities, and
at the University of Leyden, in Holland.
He has gained reputation as a poet, a
politician and colonizer.
isfy his ambition,” says Sir Thomas Ur-
quhart, “to have a laurel from the mus-
es, and be esteemed a king among poets,
but e must be & king of some new -found
land, and like another Alexander, ‘ndeed,
searching after pew worlds, have the sov-
ereignty of Nova Scotia.” In early years
he accompanied the young Duke of Ar-
gyle in his travels on the Coptinent. He
afterwards became a great favourite with
King James, who appointed him gentle-
man extraordinary of hiseldest som, Prince
Henry, and om his death, of his secomnd
son, who became King Charles I. During
the reigne of James and Charles, he rose
to high positions, and was elevated to
high rank. He was appointed Secretary
of State for Scotland, Master of Requests,

“It did not sat- .

and extraordinary Judge ‘n the Court of
Sess’on. He was knighted, created a peer
as Lord Alexander of Tullibody and Vis-
ceunt Stirling, made Earl of Stirling, Vis-
count Canada, and also Earl of Dovan.
His literary productions were nuimerous,
varied, and not a little remarkable.
Among these was a metrical version of
the Psalms of David, commenced by King
James and completed bty Sir William, but
published n the name of the King. This
version was ‘ntended to Nl]ipel:se(le the ver-
sions wsed in England, Scotland, but it was
rejected by the Gemeral Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, and failed to secure
approval im England. Another of the
literary productions of Sir William, was
his history of colonization, which he trae-
el from the days of the sons o' Noah
to modern times. .

As being chiefly interesting to Cana-
diams, Dr. Patterson deviotes the greater
part of bis article to the efiorts mfde by
Sir William: Alexaunder to establish a new
colony in North America. Here had been
organized the colonles of New France and
New England. Desirous of establ shing
a colomy of New Scotland, Sir W lliam
obtained a graut of land, ineluding the
present Provinces of Nova Scotia, New:
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and
portions of the State of Maine, and of
the Province of Quebee, over which he
wiws Invested with almost unlimited privil-
eges’ and powers. He and his he'rs were
appointed Lieutenapt-General, and auwth-
orized to zovern, to punish, and pardon;
to make and chanze laws, tn make and
remove captains, batliifs, and other o-
ficers for the execution o justice. He was
invested also with absolute power to ar-
range for securing peace, amd repelling in-
vaders by force of areus. Soon a ter ob-
taining his charter, Sir William despatch-
ed a vessel for New Seotland with a few
colonists, among whom were a Presby-
terian minister, one artisan, a blacksmith.
The minister and blacksmith died within
a year.

Many were the difficulties to be en-
countered in establishing the new colony.
A special difficulty was the want o!
money, for the supply of which various
devices were adopted. The creation of
baroneteies was one of these. This mode
of raisivg money had already been em-
ployed by King James. To promote the
colonization of Ulster, after the Irish Re-
bellion, the King had established an or-
der of baronets, each member of which was
required to pay, on recelving his title,
the gum of £1,100. In fhis way apro-
fit was, in a few years, secured of £225,-
000. It oceurred to Sir William that he
wmight profit by establishing an order of
baronets o New Seotland, and, aceord-
ingly, he obtaiped authority to appoint
4 humdred baronets. As in Ireland, can-
didates for baroneteles were required to
bay money forthe dignity comnferred on
them, and in this way to replenish the
colomial exchequer, whieh all the efforts
made were unsuccessful in replenishing.

In the course of his article, Dr. Pat-
terson reviews n an interesting manner,
various Important events in the history
of the Eastern Provinces eonnected whth
the names of the French Vicerovy De Monts,
‘ardinal Richelieu, Sir David Kirk, and
the Latours, father and son, and thus
closes his reviews of the efiorts of Sir
Will'am  4lexander, who died in 1640.
*“‘One thing, we think, must be conceded,
and that is, the extraordinary energy and
perseverance with which he prosecuted his
undertaking :n defiance of every obstacle.
To us, there appears something of the mor-
ally sublime n the mapner In which he
held to his purpose ‘m spite ofstraiten-
ed circumstances, the jealousy. of rivalg,
the indifference of the public, the hosti].
ity of the Fremch and the fathlessness of
his King. We must say, too, that the
scheme promised well. The few notices
we have of the colony during® the four
years of its existence, indicate that its
Drogress was emcouraging and ‘tg condi-
tions hopeful ; and we bel'eve that noth-
ing but the extravrdinary conduct of the
King caused ‘ts failure; but it was one
of these failures wh'ch prove the neceg-
sary preparation for subsequent success.
Still, baving failed from whatever cause,
it s, of course, doomed to hopeless com-
dempation. W:ll the timeever come when
those who attempt great things for
their race, will be judged by the motives
from which they conce:ved them, and the

energy Wwith which they pro cuted
them ?” prose
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ETERNAL LOVE.

“Hismer ye dureth forever.
Thy brother fell ; will he arise ? ] »
Withhold not thou the helping hand,
It may be, where hisx foot hath, f“'iﬂed'd
Renewed agaln, he stromg shall stand.

He faltered in the path of e,
He sought nor found the higher g0
Then let him in thy heart of 10\"9'r
Find witness of the brotherhood!

od;

Perchance, that knowing love ‘m th"e'e
He there may trage the Father’s face
That bends above in endless truth
And mercy to a darkened race.

Ye cannot know the strife within,
The yearning thought that
the right,
Ye can but ‘uark the womnids thatsboW
In one ’erburdened in the ﬁinguht. i

blessed

Nor dare to whisper all s o’er.
Nor limkt thiou the God of Love,
The changeless cyeles of His mpight
Beyomnd our hum&n measures move.

We omnly know, His wiys transcend "
Our highest thoughts 'n rapture blesh

When our weak creeds would darken Hi
He clasps us to a Father’'s breast.

Cat thy heart meet the dawn of faith
Close hiddem m that trembling 508,

That scarce dare whisper, “If thou W= e'!
Lord Jesus, Thou can’st make me who

“Lord, if thou wilt,”” no human heart
Could fruitless on Hinx pity lean,

Enough! The sinner knows his gﬂll"’;,
He is the Saviour. *‘ Be thou clead "

—M. Grant Fraser, Mhow, Central Ind

[}
A SUCCESSFUL SUNDAY SCHOOL

How cun we have a successiul S‘S".;
That is the questipm which at p;reﬁent l_
taking up the most of my thoughts- By
ery Sabbath for the last twelve of f1°
teen years—avith the exception of per
haps tem or twelve Sabbaths, Wbe”
through -illness we were prevented—"¢
have taught a elass, hut never bel 0
have we felt the groat meed as We d
at  the present, for the existence
some bond of union betweer each teact®”
and the super.ntemdent. Where th'® oo
ton does not exist. there can be nothifs &
but failure. N

For instance, say  there are some """enr
ty classes in the school. Each te"‘Ghet
takes up. the lesson differently, and ‘:e
the close of the lesvom, up gets L
superintendent to axk questions; he P 88
another plam still, perhaps different fro®
all the others. One question he askﬂ
after another, but gets no answer. W'h“so
fault Is :t? Perhaps every teacher B
tried to do his or ber best, but im‘te"re
of the ready prompt auswers which & "
the life of the school, every oue lesile? s.
At last the supecintendent clowes b- ’
book ; the echilidren and teacherslook ret
lieved. They don’t I'ke to be thou8®
ignorant. They would like so wmuch .
they could have aaswered at least S0 "
of the questiow, Lut they could B
their teacher had dwelt om the 1€
in & different way altogether. One m"r:
hyma is sung, a few motices given 0%
and  the school dismissed. Next Sﬂbbat
it s the snme thing over aguin ; all
discouraged, and at last théy -Se‘t'f’wt
down and think they are dotng vhe
they eam.  The school iy alive, but tha®
Is all. The childrem, as they grow olders
cease to, attend, and no wonder.’ onild
ren are active and full of 1e, and B
dou’t care to stay for an hour or (WO
listening to what they cannot under’
stand, and be asked questions which the’f
cannot amswer. Now for another que,et
tiom: Whose fault s it when we 408
have a wsuccessiul Sabbath school ? we
don’t hesitate for one moment to ansWe
that question. It 1s the fault in BB
ty-nine cases out of a hundred, of b
superintendent amnd the teachers.
last question we have answered briefly &8
we think truly. The first we will t*7
to amswer gext week, if the editor c: .
Spare us a little space. We are deeply 1d
terested in the Sabbath school, and WOU 1
like tc see more interest taken by ffd,
those who are in any way connected: W’
the work. There is no reason why ¢
Presbyterian Sabbath schouls should B
be made such, that every ome woauld 10
forward with pleasure to the hou’

of meetinig, and be sorry when the seno0l
was dismissed. ROSS.

Chatham, Ont., Sept. 2nd, 1893.
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