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Ater the lecture at Huntsville on Monday evening |
we started at eleven pan. in order to reach Barrie on
Tuesday, where the Presbytery was holding s regu-
lar quarterly meeung. A ride of wixhours, over avery |
rough road with dangerous bridges, brought us to
Bracebrudge at ve am.  thence by beat to Graven- §
hurst at seven, and Barrie at cleven, |

The church ediice n Barrie, ke that of its neigh- |
bour in Collingwood, 1s not much to boast of as a |
butkhing.  In the centre of such a large population,
and where durnng the summnier months especially there
are so many visitors, there should be something wore |
worthy of Presbytevtanisim,  Mr. Leiper 1s dotng noble
work mn the church and town, and 15 greatly beloved
by hus people.  Itis matter of thankfulness that such
an ampertant point has been so well supplied, and
with so short a vacancy intervening after Mr. Fraser's
settlement in St. Thomas,

Although at a tune when many of the nunisters are
absent, there was a goodly number present at the
meetnyr of Presbytery.  No Presbytery in our Church
gives better evidence of the good results of Home
Misaon work than the Presbytery of Barrie,  In ad-
diti'n to the older members, such as Dr. Fraser of
Bondhead, Mr. Gray of Onlha, and Mr. Rodgers of
Collingwood, whu have for many years borne the heat
and burden of the day, there are a large number of
youny nunisters who give promise of noble work 1n
this extensve field.  The business of the Presbytery
1 nced hardly say 1s conducted by the clerk, Mr,
Moodie, 1n an admirable manner, and augurs well for
the spread of our P'resbytenianism in the north.

2An opportumty was kindly afforded us of address-
ing the Presbytery on the subject of Home Missions,
with special reference o the Parry Sound and Mus.
koka districts, which are under the care of the Pres.
bytery. Various comnuttces were appuinted 1o visi
ditferent tields, and urge the necessity of Jberality on
the part of the stations, in order that the Home M.
sion Commuttee may to some exient be rehieved of ats
present burdens. The Presbytery is fully alive to the
importance of pushing our cause in the many new
ficlds opening up on cvery hand, but a large increase
of men and means will be needed to enable us to
overtake unportant points during the coming winter.

‘T'hat same evening we left in the “City of \Winnt-
peg” for Sault Ste. Marie, which we reached on
Thursday at noon. There we met our missionary,
Rev. Mr. McLeod, and Mr. P. Brown, who for many
years has taken a deep interest in the welfare of the
little congregation. Qur Church for the past six years
has, with very slight intermissions, supplied ordinances
at this point and other two stations at a short distance
from the Sault, In proportion to the efforts made
and the money spent, our progress has not been at all
satisfactory, whatever the future may realize. The
membership of the Church at the Sault is small, and
the burden of erecting a church, which was recently
opened, pressed heavy upon them. Mr. McLeod,
since his settlement in Moy, has largely increased the
attendance, and his services seem to be highly appre-
ciated. It is tobe hoped that friends here, who have
tlic interests of Presbytenanism at heart, will endea-
vour to meet their obligations to the Home Mission
Committee better than they have done in the past.
However unwilling the Committee may be to discon-
tinue the stations at Sault Ste. Marie and Korab, itis
not to be expected that the entire burden of support-
ing ordinances can be borne by the central fund for
any longer term.  This has been very much the case
for the last four years, \While we write thus, we have
good hopes that under Mr. McLeod the congregation
will become consolidated, and their appreciation of his
Iabours proved by enlarged liberality.

Returning from the Sault we stopped at Bruce
Mines, but found little or no encouragement to under-
take a mission at this point. The mining operations
are for a time at least entirely suspended, and the
place left desolate and descrted.

As Mr. straith of Passley had recently vasited other
portions of the Manmtoulin Islands, such as 5t. joseph

! futuie acvcessions,

and Manitowaning, we did not stop at these points,

From ks report sent us we eatract the following . “ Two
new churches will be ready for opening at the end of
September.  The people deserve to be encouraged as
they are exerting themselves to lay a fyundation for
They have plenty of land but little
money or the means of makang 1t, till they remove the
ofd croprand obtain a new one,  By-and.by, | think,
they will be able and willing to suppurt themsclves
and perhaps help others beyond.  The missinaries
on the Mamtouhn Islands are must earnest and
laborious in their work,  They are buduved by all of
every denommation. St Joseph's Island s being
settled very rapudly. By tar the gtost mituential amd
the greatest number of any one denvnimauon are
Presbyterian,  There has been uo reswdent miasionary
on the Island as yet belomguog o vur Churdh, and the
people are anawous to have one as suun as pussible. 1
vineally promised them one.  They will bowrd him
and rause a httle money for hun the first ycar, and
hope 1n two or three years o rause the entre asnount
for lus support.  If & sustable nusswnary canaot be
found, a lay catechist would be of servicein the incan-
tme.

These extracts are amply suflicient to show the loud
calis that are heard cverywhere thruughout the land
for the nussionanies of our Church, “The fields are
white unto the harvest, but the labourers are few,”
and the means to support cac few far frum ample.

Returning to Collingwood late on Saturday after
noon, we oceuped Me. Rudger's pulpit next forenvon,
and i the afternoun i company wlth Mg Leiper of
Barnie wisited the Sabbath school at Nouwawa, of
which Mr, Melville is superintendent.  This is another
statwn under the carc of the Barrie Presbytery. and
needs continuous supply winter and sunumer if it is to
prosper. The village is largely Presbyterian, and the
peopte willing to do their utmost fur the suppurt of the
means of grace.

I trust that the munisters and office bearers of our
Church in presenting to their respective congregations
the dauims of the vanvus schemes, will not overluok
the pressing necessities of such fields as have been
briefly referred w in these nutes.  The large mission
nelds in the Vttana Presbytery, n the Kingston and
Brackville Presbytencs, and the ever widening eatent
of termtory an Mansuba, ate of equal imipurtance.
Whatever ad we may receise owaswnally frum
Brtain we are grateful fur, but the great Home Mission
work of the P'resbyterian Church in Canada must be
carried on by the Church in Canada. As a Church
we arce abundantly able to do so, if our hundred thou-
sand members but give in proportion to their ability
and as the cause demands,

BLASPHEMY UNDER THE LAST VIALS.
LY K [:;\CKAV.

Duning the me intervening between the later Old
Testament Prophets and the Apostles, the leading
cvents, from without, bearing on the Church and great
mierests of God on carth, were doings of the Empires
wlhich had the supreme domimon over Judea, then the
chief scat of the Church—the empires of the Medes
and Persians, the Greeks, and the Romans, These,
the Holy Scriptures, with remarkable exactness, fore-
told by Damelin the great image of Nebuchadnezar's
dream, and the vision of the four great beasts. After
the time of the Apostles, the leading events vere, the
terrible persecutions of heathen Rome, while the
Church remained in purity, and was fast extending
itself through the bounds of theimmense Roman Em-
pire; the fearful judgments which wasted that very
guilty empire by the irruption of the barbarous na-
tions; the dreadful advance of the brutal Mohamme-
dan power through the castern Roman Empire, after
the Church there had become so lamentably corrupt;
the wocful departure of the Churchin the western Ro-
man Empire from original purity, until it had become
one of the most formidable enemies to God and His
Son, His truth and truc people, that the world has
ever seen,—and continued so, as its Mohammedan
scourge did, in its peculiar course, for many hundred
years; and the events of rightcous judgment, by which
both had their power, picce by picce, taken from them,
as wamning of the near approach of their final end.
All these also the Holy Scriptures by john, in the
Book of the Revelation, foretold. For the object of
that Book is, to “shew unto” the servants of Jesus
Chnst “things wlich must shortly come to pass.”
Thesc * things,” or the leading cvents bearing on the
Church and interests of God on carth, after John's

time, are successively described in the symbolical
words of the seven scals, seven trumpets, and seven
vials, For the reason that the Book of the Revela.
tion is an gccount of the things which were to come
to pass, chietly in the Church, until the coming of the
Lord, together with the words of Danicl as to the
Roman Empire in its last, or Papal form,—the words
of Paul to the Thessalonians, which shew that the
great opposer of God is one who “sits in the temple of
Gad,” or the Church, by profession, and the words of
John as to the place of residence, the “seven hills,”
and other reasons, enlightened servants of God think
that the great encmy of God described in the Revela
tion, is that first rank enemy of the true Church and
intcrests of God, the Papacy,—and that the vials or
seven last plagues are « description of its downfall~

with a descriptior  1so of the downfall of that other
great cnemy  the terrible Mohammedan Power.

Undoubted historic facts tending to shew the de-
cline of that mysterious anti-Christian power which
has had its seat in the seven-hiiled city, and had for
many age reigned with nearly absolute sway over the
kingdoms of the ancient western Roman earth, are
these,  Through the heaven-blessed preaching’ of
Luther and other true servants of Jesus Christ, muli®
tudes of the people became enlightened in the trith
of the Divine Word,- and by 13560, the nations of
England, Seotland, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, some
of the Cantons of Switzerland and smaller States of
Germany fell away from under its sway. Its sover-
ignty of the sca passed away into the hands of the
Protestant nations of England and, for a time, Hol-
land, at the destruction of the Spanish Amada, in
1588, Its ability, or will to injure the adherents of
the truth, at least, by bloody violence, in the inland
countries of its Empire, departed when the conquer-
ing hosts of Gustavus Adolphus prevailed over the
veteran armics ¢f the Austro-German Empire near
the middle of the seventeenth century,  The wonder-
ful event by which that wonderful nation—France,
foremost often through its civil rulers and leading
ecclesiastics, at the bidding of Rome, in shedding the
blood of the rightcous, turned right round, about 1789
and shed the blood of rulers of the persecuting race of
Bourbon, of ecclesiastics and people of well nigh every
name, and became a fearful scourge to the nations of
the old Roman earth. A no less wonderful event was
the removal of the Pope from his formal temporal
sovereignty. ‘Thegreat Bonaparte, in the beginning of
the present century, as a prelude to what was, ere
long, finally to take place, by a simple act of his arbi-
trary power, cflected this great change. ltaly, how
ever, not being yet ready for the full deliverance, the
temporal power had, after some time, to be restored
to the Pope. The spirit of civil liberty, carried into
Italy by the victorious French armies, having had time
to spread in this once very mighty country, and with
it, the spirit of national independence; but for French
bayonets, in that year of amazing upheaval of popular
wrath against the crafty and powerful enemy of Christ
and the people— Papal Rome, or its kingly supporters
—1848, or saon after, there would have been a speedy
and final end put to the irrational, unscriptural an-
omaly. The materials were then, however, made
ready. It remained for the Lord of Hosts to enable
Protestant Prussia to prevail in its bloody strife against
Rome’s remaining chief supporters — Austria and
France,—and in 1870 the kingdom of United Italy
was cstablished, and the temporal power descended
to its grave.

There are other facts in the present line of remark .
—as the high national position now attained by the
free Protestant American United States; Austria pass-
ing from its concordat with Papal Romeyand not dis-
posed of late to carry out its behests; the failure of the
recent attempt to get Republican France to again give
way before Ultramontane pressure, and fall back on
the tactics of the dark middle ages; Belgium surpris-
ingly passing from under a heavy Ultramontane yoke,
and for the present, at least, presenting an opportunity
for the spread of the truth not enjoyed, it is smud,
“Since the King of Spain and the Duke of Alva thrust
out the Gospel;” the commencing advance of even
Spain in the dircction—notwithstanding frowning ap-
pearances for the moment—of rational liberty, as if, at
length, come to sec that its long utter intolerance of the
truth and rightcous men had brought it to its present
low national condition; the high national position now
reached by the Protestant Prusso-German Empirer
with also the increasing power of Russia, which.
though, by the idolatry, and other gross evils of its



