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uuay peodiWy religious ciaties, wîethero .wee

ilaj5 or Sabbathe, and this wili be fouand te, b. very
m.cb thé order of thîngs : the affairs cf thia Ilii ail
aWuised ln a'a¶ay nî.reatcd, quît. humas fathion,
bu the alfaîrs cf tie next eithor quletly Ignoed or
,,,,on ofin a vagiac,.far-off, forced nianner, which too
fcequelltly di"~ off altogetber loto silence, or bicornes
& p&lnrulii( wearisome mônologue on thc part afina.
dlrIddais who are anything but thanked fer a teai
,hich is thought fuite outrun theirdiscretion. Wlîy
ibis is we do ot st presont profess ta say. But that
il is is beyond aIl ressonabie question, whether liiià
a C&uil or a cansequence, or both.

1-'ESSIMIlS M.

E vEgJj-,: and tien a cry cf "Pessimism" is raised.
Tbe dark reord cf current crime isgene aver wuth

oe, painful minutencîs. We arcpointcd toei ur.
âossacommon and seatreclous; te the robberies, se
May and 4e defiant; te thc seductions and gencral Ii-
=tstiss so frequent and se much taken as niatters
gicoums; to the dishonesties la business ; te the pro.
faiaity cf speech among old and Young, ae prevalent
and to disgusting ; te thc lying, tiat i. iuughed at as
dore, or ai best &et dewn as a good jokie; te the
drunkenumi, that knows ne sbatne ; te the Sabbati.
bresing, that has beca even exalted lie somneîhing
lica religious cuit ; te dte woridiiness which, bath
vitbis the ciurcb and withouî, lias becrimc se absorb-
ing and so persistent ; te the Agnoîticism which
soe gories la an Ignorance of things unseon and spîri.
tualibat it haî thieverysuspicious appearance cf scarce-
ilconcealed atheism and unbelief; te, the popular phil-
osophy ici makes tie cniy standard cf right and
vîcaf, ulilil>', and leaves every one te setule for hirn;
,liwbat thai uility may mnean, and what obligations
it may imply ; and as thc resuit of ail ibis, and lis
pracical embodiment,the granà epicurean and godiss
coaclusion se, thoroughly criminal and se thoroughly
bopcissI "Ltt us cat and drink, for te*morrow we dit."
Everyting,it is said, la eut cf ceurs.-- Tic restiessaass
of revolution, religiously, moraily and socially, is upon
Mi nations; God bas become but a naine, His
lu' a tradition, and His thtcatenîngs a more siibject
for jesu.

Z4ow, we don't deny but that appeirances give some
p'.anisle ground for such mourifut statemnns and
such depressing prognostications. Crime is very rife.
The marriage tic is ofte sadiy relaxcd, outraged and
scoffed at. Female virtue is efien found te bc very
Ion, and men's passions very oulrageous and pitiless.
WVe cama say neîhing againsi thc charge thai commer-
cial moraiîy is often very discreditabie, and that faise-
bood bas hotu se reduced to, a systein that it la taken
by =nay as a ncoasity in the world cf business, poli-
tics society, and even religion itself. Tricks wbich
onglit, in'a state cf îiings fairly god, te involve
siai ostiacisrn and thc stcinesi reprobatieta, are
laoghed ai as jokes, or applanded as cleverness incar-
tate. Fraud tiat keeps on tic safe aide cf the Jr.w la
".Mighty smnart,» wictier it devclops itacîf ln petîy
adaterations, or la huge Ilrlgging I operatiens on
thc Stock Exchange or in bogus swindies. Ail this
and a great deal more is unfertunately toe truc. Mcn
and vounou whe live apart in a smal family or eccde-
à"sica circle of their owa may knov nothing of such
astate of things, but thc factisl aIl tee notorious and
tmqmdstonable. And yct, alter granting ail tiat can
le asked, are ve ta cone te thc conclusion that so-
ciety9 course la-at present downvard, and tiat Ilthe
forer timnea vere botter titan these?" W. more
ttan question ibs No doubi we are poinîedl te tic
bagi unsullicd honetar c -f tic British merciant la
fauter days, vhich nov it semis cannot be found.
But is it a faci that it can'I be found ? In tic midat
of abSunding shoddy la there no gennine clati ? of
course there is. The case of fraud and falscioed are
a=de noîerleîas if net celebratod ; the quiet integrity
bid scrupulotai honour pass unknown or as mattera of
comse And vhen ve go axer ail the items cf tic
linge iadicîmnent agansi current morals and mailern
cbrisianity, la there nothing te be said Éer contra p
Illch e'rery vay. The ubiquity of Uie pres, and its
emving for salable and shecking sensations, brings
eveyting ta lgit, anîd leada ever barrer to be can-
vassed ln ait circles, wiciber of lava -or. country.
Let any anc go back over English history, for in stance,
aid oves the conparatively ltile thât la knavs ai tic
iai anîd religions condition of thas days viii vàak.

rua wc that ti peopleo ai thé present have no need

te bang thoir eads in shame as they read the. record
of ticgone by. Let any anc ry tarepresnnt tehimseîf
the. condition of England when WVhiteflialnd WVes-
ley began their work, aDr even at a muclA more modern
perled, and lio wiii not b. se down-heated In the con-
templation oi the presont. WVhat wai London at the
end of tast century? WVhat was Engl.and at the coin-
Inencement ? What about the palitical corruption?
Vvhat about the courtly vices? WVhat &bout the gen-
tral coirseness and the prevaling Iinnorallty I We
are bail enotîgh, Heaven knows, but things were toler-
ated less thari Iifty years *go which would flot pass
miusier to.day. It l% said that mn are now venial,
that politîcs are corrupt and voters purchasable. It
ks ail toc truc. But voie they less so, oven ini this
Canada cf ours, thlrty ycars agý than they are to.day ?
We doubt if they wcre, while cci tainly on the outward
decoruin and business quletness ofan election struggle,
a% we hiait i last week, the changc f'br the better Isas
nîarkcd as ht is unqucationable. There is, ne doubt,
stili pienty ci work for the phiiantbropist and the Chisi-
tian te attempt and to achieve. There is niuch oeil.
glous languor, and the restraints cf Christian morality
are too ohten altogether thrown aside. But there is
nothing greaîty te depress, stilt less anything tri Iead
onc to foid hi. hands and despair. It la quite truc
that ail paît civilizations, apart fromn Christlanity, have
ended ii barbarism, and ihat there 15 ne element ini
oî'r present civilization but that saine Christianity te
prevent lis follewing in thc downward course in which
it. predecessors have gône. But that makes ail the
différence. The Chtistianity of thc preient is stili
that ef the paît, and whcn thc cnemy corncs in like a
flood thc Lord wiii lift up a standard against hlm,
and thc Lord's people mnust only the more resolutcly
and persovcringiy, ln H isnanti, dispiay their banners,
flot with thc dogged resolution cf despair, er with the
depressing feeling that it wuiI do ne good, but with
the exultant and even grewirig conviction ihat thc cure
for men's moral and spiritual maladies which the
rthigion cf Christ supplies is suffiÎtrnt, and Is tnie
sufficient, and wili undoubtediy and at ne distant
day bc untvcrsally effective. Let men oppose and
conterrn, as they please ; tu the meantime they will flot
forge: that te thein has been committed the glo.
rnus work cf seing that it bc rightly and perseveringiy
applied.

,OOKB AND 'AjMiZiNKI
TIE MioRbIeN PROI3LEM. By a Citizen cf Massa.

chuseits. (~Boston. James Campbellj-A glance at
this pamphlet ci seventy-six pages shows that ut con-
tains an attempt te prove the morabîy and lawfulness
cf plural mnarriage. Wixat next?

ST. NtICIIot.s. (New York:- Century Co.>-The
july number cf "lSt. Nicholas" is eut, with its sense
and its nonsense, its instruction, information, amuse-
ment, skiifuliy compounded and rendered irrcsixstubly
attractive te the intelligent juvenle.

THE SOUTIIERN PULPIT. (Richmiond, Va.)-The
lune number cf the IlSouthera Pialpit Il is te hand
with a full and varied table cf contents-sermons,
outlines cf sermons, expositions, suggestions cf texts,
homiletical illustrations-ail weli fitted te stimulate,
thought.

THE CENTURY MArAZINr,. (New York : Century
Ce.) -Thc July number cf the IlCentury I opens with
a portrait cf Mr. Emerson, engraved freina photograph
cf the stone bust Saie of thre other illustrations are
very striking, espec.aliy those froin Alaska. The read-
ing mattor is attractive, as usual, several well.knewn
contribuiors' naines appearing. This number cota-
tains the conclusion cf "lCarlyle in Ireand."

TIIE ATLANTIC MIONTHLY. <Boston : Hougiton,
Mifflin & Co.)-Along vith instalments of tbre. serial
ataxies that are running at prosent ia this magazine,
and soute short stories, the July number centains a
variety of papers more cr less practicai, sncb as "lCar
fer the People under Despotistr," by 0. B. Frcthing-
barn; "Naval Courts-Martial andi the Pardoning
Power," by Henry Cabot Lodge; and IlShail Mcm.
bers cf the Cabinet ait ln Congress?» by WiIlard
Brown. The poets arc irai reprcanied.

Tax HomILITZC MAGAZINE. (London: Kegan,
Paul, Trench & Co. L New York : -A. D. F. Randolph

&Co.>-1n tic June number of ibis magazine we bave
paper NO. 4 cf the "Clenical Symposium,"» on tbe
doctrine of "the Atonemn wbich bus ken rnmnsg

ils course for smre months. The writer Is Dr. G. WV.
Oliver (Wesicyan). The article la a great Impreve.
mont cnsernie which appeared ln the proes numtbers,
and treats thc subject in a manner thuat ii In haraony
witi Scriplure and wiii the generai consensus ci the.
Christian Churci. The number containi sevorai ser-
mons and other papiers an impotlant subjecta.

TusE CANADA EDUCATtONAL MIONTIILY. Edited
by G. Mfercer Adain. (Toroato . C. E. M. Publiai.
Ing Co.)-" The Natural Sciences la Relation to tic
WVork cf tic H igiir SciconsIl by A. McGiIl, B.A.;
IlA BIoys Bocks," by Dr. Scadding; " 1Tic Literature
cf Education,"1 by An Old Head Mester; "lWord.
worth," by tic Rev. S. Lyle "A Year ia Englond,
by A Canadian ; and "lMr. Puzzle, H. M. Inspecter,"
by James Runciman, are arniong thc contributions ta
the June number cf the " Lducationai Monthly.0 It
also canulans editoriais on "lProfesîlonal Works, of
Referonce"' and IlDepaîtnental Recognuition et Pri-
vate Scicols." The usua! practicai dcpartments ai
IlUniversity WVork,"l "lScieci WVork,» etc., are veil
filled.

PNEUMA BAIrTISM. <Pulaki, Tenn. :Pneuma-
flaptist Publishing Co. ; Montreal : F. E. Grafton.
Price 75 cents.-The ptoface te ti book inféxins
ns tint Il it I tic purposc cf thc Penuma-I3aptist Pub.
lishing»Conpany te issue suci bocks and tracts as
,*ii tend te bring liet preunice tic wonk of the
Hoiy Spirit, net only ln ' gatioriag out cf 1 tic Gentiles
a people, but as dwcliing in tic believer and in the
Churci as the wandrcus Paraclote cr Coinferter."1
Tic book before us, however, appears to ali ai saine-
lhing more than braigtng baptisai with the Haly
Spirit into promînence. hI aima ai tic entire abolition
cf water baptisra, wiether by sprinkling or by immer-
sion, on the ground that it was net water-baptism tbat
thc Saviaur commissicncd H is aposiles te ad..îinister,
but baptisin vith tic Hoiy Giosi, or Pneuma- Baptisin.
Tic main argument la support cf this singular view
appears te be thc fact tiat water is net mentioe na
the commission.

WHAT OUR GIRLS OUGIIT To KNow. By Mary
J. Studley, M.D. (New York. Funk & Wagnahls;
Toronto : W. Briggs. Pricc S i.)-This book is prin-
cipally, î'iough net exJusively, occupied witi mat-
ters portainîng te bc"th ; iis addrcased te, a class ai
persans about ie enter on a phase cf flte in which
they will find information on suci inrtters urgently
neccseary and hlghly beneficial te thenascives and te
ciiers; and it i. written by a petson peculiatly quali-
fied to give such information. Dr. Mary J. Studley
vas net only an Mf.D., but a doctor in tic primary
sense cf teaching. Thrcugicut tic book ie seems
te imagine heracif talking te a class of Young ladies,
andý this gives to hier rematks a sprightlincas vich
renders the bock very attractive even te, the casual
reader. If"I oui girls' c1f tic presont day vould
juat put theinselves in possession cf the kaevledge con-
tained la ibis book, and make a good usc cf it tirougi
life, îhoy vould confer an lavaluable boon on genera-
tions te camne, besides adding net a litile te uder ovu
ceinfori and happiness.

BAPTism AND SALVATION. By the Re. Jas
Roy, M.A. <Montreai: L. E. Rivard.)-Mr. Roy in
tuis pamphlet places before is readers tic following
adaptation cf a weil-known passage cf Scriptiarc: -
UHe tiat immcrseth, immerseth unie tic Lord; and

"be that ponrethI pourcti unie tic Lord, for hie giveib
God thanksf and muci more ia tic saine vcin, bis
abject bcing te recencile the hostile parties ln tic
Ilaptist ccntreversy by geiiing thea bath te under-
stand that the mode cf baplisi l a malter cf indiirer-
ence He aise iakes up tie ather point la the contra-
versy-thc s:ibject of baptisin-but here hie cifendi
anc cf the aforesaid hostile parties by advocaiing
infant baptisi, vile bi's vay cf doing se is likcly te,
give almoat as muci offence ta tic cuber ; for bie bases
thc right cf the i.nfant te be baptiied, net u nich où
the fa-th of tic parent, as con a Ilgerna of salvatlon,»"
a "9prevenient grace,' wiicb exisîs naturahly la the
child. On the subject cf salvatios Mr. Roy speaks
very vaguely. lu a pamphlet witi snch a tite Se
surely bad an opportunity cf pointing oui the vay in
viich God saveasîinnors. 0fitbis opportunitlth»
nt avaiit.d imîcif. His definition cf salvatien luý,
ilSalvatien is tic satisfactien and vcillbeing arising
front godhlacs in constitution and ciaracter.» if
this la correct, tien salvation ia a feelis, and tic poor
man hbo prayed the Lord to, give bina "a gaad con-
colt"n of iinW vas on the zigit track after aIL
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