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HOME LIFE IN LVDIA.- VIL.

DlY M. FAIRWEATHER.

The bouse of an ordinary well-to-do farmer, who

works, say, from tbirty to forty Engiish acres of land,

differs littie in its appearance and furnishings from

that of any town dwelling, except that it may be more

commodious. Imagine two squares of mud wall, one

placed within the other, angle to angle, a distance of

six or eight feet being left between them aon every

side. The inner wall is slightly the iowest, so as to

afford drainage wben the roofing of tules, thatcb, or

bamboa and mud is laid upan tbem. The space

enclosed by the inner wall is a perfectly open court-

yard. But one entrance only leads fromn the street

and communicates, netot rdinarily with a room, but

with this inner courtyard. It is secured at night by
heavy folding doors, swung on strong wooden
hinges, and fastened at the bottom by ring, chain and

padiack of iron. The roofed portion is divided inta

rooms of larger or smnaiier dimensions, with a smaii

door fram each opening an this inner verandah.
There are no windows in the house, properiy so calied,

but sametimes a square opening of about a foot and

a half is made in anc of the larger raoms, inta which

a frame is set, but instead of glass it bas simpiy bars

of wood or iran sufficiently close together to prevent
a thief from getting a band tao far in.

A wide verandah runs entireiy around the court-

yard supported. upon siender bamboo piliars, and

from the outer edge of it are suspended screens, or

rather curtains, of fine bamboo cane laced loosely but

evenly together with bempen cord. These screens

are usually nine feet square, and are dyed either green

or red and yeliaw. They are rolied up or let down as

canvenience or a desire for greater privacy dictates.

In anc corner of this inner courtyard is the cess-pool

where the whole flth af the house is tfirown, and from

wbich is fia drainage, sa that in the hot weather the

stench which arises is both sickening and deadly, and

stili worse during the cold seasan because the

evaparatiafi is iess rapid. The women wash the floors
and walia within and without with a mixture of cows'

manure and water which produces a yeiiawish colour

net unpleasafit ta look upon, and the odour from which

soon evaporates. It is far more restful ta the èyes in

the intense glare tban witewash could possibly be.

Such is, I tbink, an aveýaqge picture of a common

wel-to-da home, the Indian "woman's kingdom."

Here it is the zenana teacher is received and gives

ber lessons, ber pupils meanwhile seated upon grass

mattiflgs or iounging upan calice cushions stuffed

with cottan, in ail possible attitudes, sametimes grace-

fui, sametimes not sa much sa.

The furnisbings of an Indian home are nlot exten-

sive. Rude bedstends of iight wood, unpainted

mostly, are laced with fine cord until a sort af rough

cloth, in diamond patternis, is obtained, and which is

bath cool and elastic. They serve as lounges during

the day and seats if it is se preferred, when net in use

tbey are very cammanly stood up on end againsi

a wali. They have fi a ~cde uit5 beds as with us,

nor do they disrobe at night, but in the cold weather

each persan wraps around bimseli a thick cattan-

wadded quilt, and s0 lies down ta rest as welI as rnay

be, because when stiliness and dreams begin tbeir

reign, then issue forth irarn every crack and corne'

legions of hungry bed-bugs, whose custoi i is to

carry their cannibal reveiry through the entire nigbt,

secured ftom vengeance by the superstitions ai their

victims, who, f )r fear ai bad-luck shouid they destroy

the body inta wbich may have crept sanie ver:

fractiaus mortal, neyer attempt ta kili îbem.I

haive often wondererl whether by any mystic subtiety

they were consciaus of their advantages in this

respecrfT. t sa aten seemed they were se. Many,
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well as the coarser and cammoner fabrics frorn
which the iamily are clothed. E,,erywhere, and for

ages, bave these manueactures heen noted. Mr.

Miii, in bis report ta the Houre ai Lards in 1830,
says : IlWhatever may bave been the attainments
in tbis art ai other nations 0f antiquity, the Egyptians,
for example, whose fine linen was s0 eminently
prized, the manufacture aifiao modemn nation can, in

delicacy and fineness, vie witb the textures ai Hin-

dustan." When asked whether lie deemed this

superiarity due ta the cattan or the soul from which iL

is grawn, be replied, attributing the whole secret ta

the spinning by band, wbich from iLs maisture lent

greater tension tban could be passible with machinery.
He says, "lA fine yarn can be produced by hand-spin-
ning frorn short-staple catton wbicli irame-spinning
will not toucli at ail." Milburn says, "lIndia main-

tains ber superiarity in the finer kinds ai mus lins,
same ai whicb are ai most exquisite beauty and

fineness. The common kinds are also preierred, on

the score ai enduring greater liardships, and retaining
their wbiteness better ; and in respect ta the coioured

or probibited goods for the foreign markets, they will
always retain tbeir superiority.»

Every bouse bas its cbest or strang box. The

profits af the farmer are usually divided into tbree
parts, one is secteted somewhere in the ground, fia

anc but the farmer himself being cagnizant ai its
wbereabauts, except, perbaps, the wi/e. If sudden

deatli frominatural causes or accident sliould over-

take a man wbo had no confidant, bis treasure hidden

in the field wauld be lost until perbaps some day an

accident should reveal it. The second portion ai his

wealtli is invested in arnaments ai gold and silver

jeweilery for bis wife and chldren, ai pure metal

almost unalioyed. The remainder is deposited in the

box for present use : they are no believers in banks.
A farmer must be well-off indeed before lie can have
mucli money ta store away ai ter lie pays the Govern-

ment ane-faurth bis crops in taxes, another fifth ai the

whole being demanded by the native priestbood for

their maintenance. This does nat include the

expense incurred in feasting the Brahmins an the
occasion ai births, deaths or marriages in the family.

The dishes are made either ai brass or copper, and

are purcbased by weigbt at s0 mucli per seer-nearly
twa paunds Engllsh. To keep these bright and

shining is the deligbt ai a tbrifty H indu bousekeeper.

The coaking is done in the verandali or courtyard

upan a chula or small portable fi replace ai mud in the

shape ai a borse-shoe, upon which the brass cooking

vessel is set. The fuel is caws' manure baked ia

flat round cakes with a littie straw and dlay, anid dried

in the sun ; it burns witli a duli red liglir, giving out

a dense smoke and distressing odaur. This isibe worl<

ai the womien, the ag-ed and infiri men: and the

chi/dr-en ai the bouse. They gather the manure, bake

it and dry iL for use, if there is mare than supplies the

need ai the family, the pieces are stacked and iec

witb rope muao bund les ai fifty or one hundred, and tbe

women mount tbem upon the bead and seli then

in the streets ai the tawn or village nearest at hand,

A large brass candlestick is alsa a bousebolc

tfurnisbing peculiar in its way. IL stands upon Lb>

graund. The pillar is flot unlike that ai aur own

r only iL is mucli larger, and upon the top is a sballom

spreading basin perbaps six inches in diameter, int

tbe edges of wbicb are cuL six or eight notches. Thii

r basin is filled witb cacoanut ail, and wicks ai caLtai

ýr thread twisted inta cord are protrudcd over the edgi

0 ao the notches. When these are ail ligbted a ver,

1 good illumination indeed is secured in an ardinar,

ir sized raomn.

yr Last, but nat least, is the hand miii for gri->ding th,

y grain ia oflou-, wbich is especially the work ai th

I wamen. Two fiat stones uning anc upan anathe
y with a pleasant sound, and ulsually accampanied b

is the singing ai a ballad, a baby's lullaby or a bymn i

~,praise ai same favourite deiuy, ta unes strangeiy kal
fami/zar ta any anc wba bas listened ta the*sangs c
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with the rules of the Fund, and on or before the first

ai 0> :tober in each year, and if each and every
minister would explain the meaning ai the ana

collection for said Fund ta bis people a fortnigbt bC
fore the collection, 1 arn pretty confident t heFUd
would soan be in a fli urishing condition. It is one
ai the mast important schemes ai aur Churci, anid

bas been one ai the warst supported frani the yVi'Y

beginning. Reference is made in anc article to
ministers in tawns getting only five hundred dOîîla
per annum. Many years ago at a large meeting "

eiders ai the Presbyterian Churcli ai Canada, it wo

unanimously recammended by thern ta the Snd
then in session, ta place or induct fia minister with A

smaller stipend than six bundred dollars per ano

and, if I remember rightly, either a manse or alo«

ance for bouse rent. But the bretliren in the iiity
although approving ai the recommendatiafi daid W~0
act upon it. As ta the bints ta ricb men, etc-P.ic
men very naturally say, if the ministers neglect,$
own luties they can't expect ather people ta bC w

zealous in their cause. The Convener oi the Coln

mittee is an excellent convener, but except at tbc

meeting generaily held at the opening of the ssil

at Kaox College in Octaber, the attendance a

o, 'her members ai Committee may average twO or Say

three members. I trust that, under the gooad
ai God, the Fund may prosper this year and be 10"
generously supported than hitherto.
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THE CHURCH 0F EZVGLAND BURIAL1
SE R VICE.

A short imne ago a young wornan named I-ait"Of
was buried in St. Tames's Cernetery, Toranto, Wb0'

according ta the "IGlobe,"' was in ber hietU"'

"inotoriaus among the warst classes in theCol

munity.'" Oi course the burial service ai the Cbur0il

of England was read aver ber carpse. IL would n".

have been hada she died unbaptized or excOnUilo""

cated, or taken away ber own lufe. Yet ber

unbaptýLd might have been fia fauit af bers. I

might bave been wrongfuliy excommunic-LCd. u
might have taken away her own lufe while she was

an accountable agent. But she was a notorio.5îY Vil

wornan. The Bible repeatediy says ai the CO

wbich she vms one ai the warst, tbat not anc bl

enter into heaven. We bave no evidence What

that she went ta Him wha-as Wbitefieid Onclegl

r-is willing ta take in even the devil's ,5,aaY

The burial service reierred ta was, however, re a

h er, and s0 she was sent ta beaven. She wa5 r-o
" lin the sure and certain hope af a gloriatsInlgn0U'

tality." CIGod took aur dear sister ta wilICi e~
may be said that perbaps she did truly repent o b
she let the world. As far as the readingoit
service was concerned, it wouid bave bec n theSate
if she bad died as she lived. It is used at

burial ai the most depraved as well as of thf

devout, provided oniy that neither anc or 0f er

the three things mentianed at the beginnling 000
jarticle be truc ai tbem. No wonder that a Pbl

e ignorant man once said when lie beard it read at

burial ai his sister,"CI1 was sa pleased ta hear 1,'fo

Sshe was such a bad liver." '*F
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ýn HIS EXCELLENCY AND THENNT

,e Wht COMMANDMENT. bol

Y S t! " the reader will fia doubt ey-clain c

'Y lie secs the headîng ai this article, 'I-lis Exce rtI'

has already been charged with breaking the faio

e comrmandfinent. Is lhe naw charged with btab
ie the ninth also ?" If lie did flot break the fa gnr t

er is breaking the latter. Some say that W C 0 'a

'Y criticise bis late Sabbath trip over the IfltCt"~
:_ -Railway-tili we l-bear1wbat 1.he bas,0a sa&for dho


