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TIIE JEWS OF EUROPE.

The present position of the Jewish race is altogether
anomalous. ‘The Jews are at once the mast national and
the ninst cosmopolitan race on the earth ; but they neither
found a State u} their own, nor do they bezome absorbed in
the population of the countries they hive in. It seems duffie
cult to believe that this contradiction can be a permanent
one.  The scandalous oppression uitder which they loug suf
fered forced them to be a caste apart, It was as futile for
them to hope for a genuine national life of their own as it
was to hope to share the national life of othets, ‘i neir en.
franchisement puts the alternative before them ta do either
the one or the other ; and the one or the other they wil, in
the natural course of things, do. 1t is obvious that the race
is 1n a state of transition 3 and all final or dogmatic judg-
ments about it are as unrezconable as they are impertinent.
Rut it nceds no prophet 10 sce that the sentiment of na-
tionality which has atained in our days a force hisherto une.
known in the wotld must inevitably *urn the scale one way
or the other. Either some sulden impul:e, of which at
present thete are few signs will lead the 1ace to attempt the
tark, whether possible or impos.ible, of fonnding a Jewish
State in the East, or clye continged in‘ercourwe with the
dhtistian world, the continued shanng of its public life, and
continued intermartiages between the Jews and the Chust.
ians, will gradually lead to the absorption of the people by
the other nations of the carth,  No one but themselves will
venture to say which would be the better alternative ; but
the latter certainly appears the more hikely.  But it is prob-
able that they will long hover between the two paths, too
full of individuality to be caaly absoibed, and with too little
holitical cohesion for any gieat national enterprice to be
easible.  And for countnes hike Germany, where they are
very numerous, or like Roumania, where they live among a
much less energetic people, the results of 1lis dubious posi-
tion will'not be without tnconvenience, eithier to themeelves
or to those among whom they live.  Itis idle to complain of
what is inevitable, and what is very largely the result of
Christian misdeeds in the past.— 7%e Saturday Kevicie.

GIVING MONEY 70 BEGGARS.

Persons who really know anything about the poor, never
weary of entreating thnse whose hearts are better than their
heads, not to give moncy to strect beggus.  They teiterate
the statement that the beggars i the streets are not only
poor, but that they are, as a rule, dissolute, worthless, ut-
terly without moral stamina, and beyond the power of being
helped so that they may rise to more respectable ways ot
living. Good-natuied, easy-poing people will say, **Oh!
hut 1 could not bear to think but the story mught be tiue,
and that by refusing some pence 1 might be attowing a de-
serving person to starve ' ‘T'he professivnal beggar knows
as well as possible the thonghis that are passing through the
mind of the person who is unportuned, and who 1s consider-
ing whether peace would not be easi y purchased at the cost
of a few pente. The wline increases, farnther cicum-
stances of mise:y are enumerated, the blessings are poured
forth profusely wlen the donation is received, the unwise
giver goes on his or her way, having grautied the smpulse of
riving, and th~ beggar gencrally resorts to the nearest pube
hc house, where hie may enjoy the results of lus successful
imposition.

1 cannot be 100 often reiterated that people who give
moncy to ordinary street beggars are duing harm.  Not only
do they encourage the vicious, but in wasung their imuney
they lessen thieir own power of doing good. In the begin-
ning of this weck an old woman was brought up at cne of
the London police-courts for ** obtaining money under false
pretences.” Caaying in her arms a bundle of rags solled
up underneath her shawl, she asked passers by, **\Von't
you give me a copper for the sake of dear baby 2* and the
soft-hearted passers by sesponded by gilts of coppess. A
policeman, rendered suspicious by expenence, demanded
sight of the **dear baby," and found out the mnposture,
The lady and geatleman who had just made a donatien to
the old woman must hav~ {clt thoroughly ashamed of their
casy weakness when the policeman called themn to turn
round and sce the exposurc of the fraud.  Until people re.
fuse to themselves the luxuty of believing in the tales of
beggars, or will cease to gratify their ownandolence by giv.
ing without inquiry, such impostures will certainly hap-

n.

It is true that now and then everyone receives a shock by
hearing that some poor creature has succumbed to cold and
want ot food, but such sufferers are ncver ot the class of the
regular street beggars, and no moncy given to the latter can
at all prevent the occurrence of those deaths from starvation
which all lament. These can only be helped by those who
woik in regulaily organized fashion.  1fthe nmioney lavished
on street beggass weie given to those persons whom long ex-
peticnce has taught the best modes of aiding the poort, much
good may be done. We carnot all ke our own almonars,
and sce pertonaily that our moncy does good rarther than
harm 3 but we can all exerase judgment as to the chuice of
the agency through which our alms shall pass.  The very
wotst that we could appoint 1s that which would give money
to the importunitics of the professional beggar.—Quars.

FOUR WOWNDERS.

There is a capital story told in the very pleasant memoirs
of that beautiful and admirable man, Dr. Alexander Waugh ;
it was given to the doctor at the Hague, and tle incident
appears to have happened before his visit there in 1302,
There was a young man of great ability, a studemt for the
ministry. s father was an ordinary vieacher at the Count
of the Yrince of Orange; the prince wished 10 hear the son,
but would scarcely condescend to ask him 19 take the pul-
pit; but hie onlered the father to push the son into the pul-
pit without much noticy, at the last moment, in order that
the prince might form a faic cstimate of his powers. The
prince also gave 10 the father the text; it was from the
cighth chapter of the Acts, the twenty-siath 10 the fortieth

verses, the story of Philip and *“ths eunuch of great author.
ity unlder Queen Candace,” ‘The young mman was con-
founded, bLut there was 1o escape.

The church was cruwded ; the awlience mus.y courtly
and noble,  After the preliminary s2vics, he annvuncad
his text, which he said containsd four wonders which he
would make the four heads of Ins sermon, and of he should
say anything to which their ears had been unaccustomed in
that place, he hoped the unprepared state of his mind, and
his sudden call, woulil plead lus apology, and that they
would consider the things he myght speak as, according to
our Lord’s promise, given to him in that hour,

¢ Head the First 3 Wonder the First A courtier reads 1"
Here he explored the sad neglect in the education of great
men 1n modem times 3 their gencral 1 morance, and the hitle
attention paid by them to books in general.

¢ Head the Second 3 Wonder the second. A courtier
reads the Bible ! Here he dwe't upon and deplosed the
melancholy want of religious sentim-nt< and fechings i the
nunds of the great, and how ipovershed and dzstivute such
wminds must be.

¢ lead the third ;3 Wond=r the third A courtier owns
himself ignorant of this sutject! " Aad here he dwelt at
length, while he exposal the conceit and presumption of
ignorance n hygh places, which fancied iself to be in posses.
sion of real knowle lre, astiam:d to coafess its want of mfor.
maion,  And then came

* H{ead the Fourth ; Wonder the fourth. A courtier ap-
dlies to a mnister of Chast for wnoamatton, listens to his
instruction, and follows his couassl 1 It was sard that the
prince usually slept tagoush the whole <ermon, but he
neither winlked nor nodded once while this sermun was going
on. Jtis also saul that tis young preacher was never put
into that pulpit agaia.  The *legate™ was too faithful 1=
Sunday at IHonie.

JHOME SICKNVESS.

Oh ¢ for the heautnnl sunlight
That snules on hill and tea,
And oh ! for thy plorivus freshness
Thou npphing western sea !
The sm:ll of the purple heather,
The myrnile wild, and thyme,
And the balmy fragrant sweetness
Of the amtuinn’s golden prime.

Oh ! for a sight of Ben Nevis !
Mecthinks I see hun now,

As the morning sunhight crimsons
The snow-wrcath on s brow,

As he shakes away the shadows,
s heart the sunshine thalls,

An. he towers high and majestie
Anudst a thousand halfs,

The grand old ** Szur-a-Dhonuil,”
That guards thy head Lochicel,
Whalst o'er s shoulder he casteth
An eve upon Lach Shicl,

The morn sun on Ben Nevis
May weave a fairy crown,

But on thee he shuwers his glory,
When at eve hie goeth down.

And * Lochiel,” that “*streak " of silver,
Whete mouatains wald and steep
Scem stretching in all their grandeur,
Far down 1n us blue deep.
A nanow stispe i ats bosomn
Reflects the azure skies,
That made me think 1a claldhood
Of streams in Paradise,

But dearer far than Ben Nevie,
Ard thy blue shores, Lochiel,
The touch ot the hand that iingeth
Emotion’s gladsome thull ;
And the sight of the hindly faces
Mine eyes have yearned to sce ;
And the mus:c of .ving vuices,
That sound like psalass 10 me.

Oh ! fair is the face of Nature,
But fair all things above

Is the soul that from her window
Beams forth the light of love.

The wealth of aflection tieasured,
In heants that nc'er grow cold,

Is better thaa all carth’s riches
Of priceless gemsand gold,

—Mary MeReliar,

TRrERE has been asingular tidal at Madras respec g the
guardianship of the sacied hair of Mohammed,  Thns hair
1s enclosed 1n 2 case called the ** An<atee Shareef, " the pos-
sessiun of which catnies with it a small peasion.  Four per-
sons claimed it, two by saccesston, and two by sight ota wall,
Onc was a woman, and the Judge decided that she could
not hold i:, because she could not fulfil the ceremonies
connected with it, and so the hair goes 1o one of the male
litigants.

IN a recent convention at Danville, Vt., Rev. 1I. V.
Jones thus tersely put the Suaday school creed of to-day :
** The children in the church, adults in the Sunday school,
and everybody in both.” “That i< the creed, but, of coutse,
thereare some who think the Sunday school is the all-in-all
for the children. Of such Dr. \Wm. M. Taylor in his late
address before the New York S. S. Association said : ** 1
have seen: churches where it was a disputed question whether
the dog should wag the tail, or the tail should wag the dog.”
The tematk was a wagegiah one, but cleatly shews the
folly of the Sunday school trying to be anything but an
apperdage to the chutch.

Brrisn anp Foreien Frems,

AN Englishman wiites ta the London ** Times* that
there was tot a tatal abstuner from strot g ciink among the
American Episcopal bishops who auended the Pan-Anglican
Congress.

Tue New Tedtament, complete, witl. maps and iltwstra.
tions, is now offered by a London publiber for a nny,
and he says he gets lus proit even at that astomshingly low
price,

A TELFGRAM from Alexandria announces the departure
of the Kag of Abyssinia from Debarsa, Tahor, which is in
teval, to collect an anny at Pschelpa. Complete anarchy
prevails in Abyswunia,

DR, Haxcoer, the eminent Irish statistician, estimates
the average total value of the potato crop in hicland at £9,+
230,000, ard the luss suslamc(lplny the far.ure of last yaar's
crop at £4.06206,000.

Tue demand for theological works in Enyland is amazing,
Tuere were no fewer than 775 new works published last
year deaing with the subject.  Theology beats fiction ;
theie were 607 new novels,

A CYCLONE and tudal wave at the Fiji Island< caused a
seziouts luss of ile and devastati- n ol property and produce.
A Queensland schouner was otdiped to banten her hatches,
and of 130 natives on board, 50 dhed,

Porg Lro X111 his wmade limse!l very unpopular with
the lalan clergy by s stict discodine, and by has havin
withdrawn fiom the higher clergy much of the patronage ans
power of nominating the vacant benehices which they have
hitherto enjnyed.

Farugr Cekcey, a Roman Cathalic who some time since
incurred the displea-ute ot the Vatican, and is now biving sn
retirement in Napleg, has wiitten a preface to 2 new Italian
transation of the New Testament, in which he deplores that
the Scuptures ate so litde read by lalian Catholics.

AT the fortuighily mesting of the Axunster Board of
Guardians, the Rev, R. M.1.un, late curate of Menibury,
Devon, applied for an crder 10 enter the work-house 2s’a
pauper.  lle had leen curate for thin: years, had never
been offesed a ving. and had naw nuthing 1o Jdepend on,
The Guardians thought 1t a very hard case, and, as there
was no alternative, granted the ovder.

THE Ruyal Guographical Socicty have received a telegram
fiom Mr. Cheinside, at Mozambique, stating that Mze,
Thomeon and his party, who have been sent out by the So.
ciety, reached Buube, at the south end of Lale Tanganyika,
on the 25th of October.  The distance from Lake Nyasa is
two hundied and fi ty miles. Tue country, says the tele.
gram, is level, and the natives are friendly.

Tue Empress of the Fiench has imimated to the Union
Stcam Snip Company her intention 1o embark in their .M.
S. *Gemman,” in March n xt, fur conveyance to Natal, en
2oute 10 Zululand, f..r the purpose of visiting the spot where
hier som, the Piinee Twmpznal, lost hishfe.  The ** Gesman ™
will I-ave England with the Cape of Good Hope mails on
the 26th of March, and astangements will he made 1o ensure
her reaching Naial in time to allow the Empiess to artiveat

her destination by the st of June, the auniversary of her
son’s duath.

THERE is 2 chuteh in New York the services of which
have been conducted 1n Fiench for mote than two hurdrd
and finty years.  Most of the endowmerts it has teccived
have been made upon condition that this would be continued,
and the people, whether anghcised or not, who remained as’
its members, still retained this disincuive pant of their na-
tiomainy.  Sowe of the best aitszens of the metiopolis have
been reared in it, 1t being at the same time somodest or ob-
scute, that it existence has haidly been known outside the
city, It has remained true 1o a sestricted Biblical paalmody,
its hymnal being composed of metnical versions of the
Psalms and the Canticles, as forme:ly used by the Hugue-
nots.

THE inspectors of factories in Prussia are working hard to
put down nfant labour. At Berhin thirty-three factories
have ceased employing childien, ard in the others thete are
only ninc under toustezn years of age. The same has been
the case in nearly all the provinces, notabiy in the district of
Frankfort-on-the-Oder, wheie, in the 330 cloth factorics,
cmploying 14,000 hands, there are now only 1,5c0 minors,
this being a dimmation of 23 per cont. since 1876 ; while in
the distrscts of Cologne, Cob.eniz and Treves, the total nume
ber o1 children employed has fallen from 35,334 10 4,237, and
of these all but sixiy-uneaze over fourtecn years of age. The
invpectots 1ake great cue, also, that proper sanhvary atrange.
ments are tnade, and that the masters do all they can to pro-
tect their workmen from accident.

THE ** Standard’s ™ Berlin corsespondent ssys that lately
the Czar hardly cver left the \Winter Palace.  When he did
he was surrounded by 2 ¢! ud of mousnted officers who con-
cealed the caniage and pratected the inmate with their
bodies. “Te Palace was accessible only Ly diplomauste,
hgnitaries, and ofiicers of the heuschold. At chapel, de-
tectives occupied seats that were furmetiy sescrved for dise
tinguished visttors.  Detectives infested the bitchen,  Every
dish was tasted by persons of rank speaally selected for the
]\utpmc. The Emperor does not cven venture 10 oper his

ctters, documents steeped in poisun havieg repeatedly been
scntio him.  Yet with all these claborate precautions, it oc.
curred to nobody to search for the announced. advertised,
and placanled mune in ihe Lascment. The Empetor and
Dachess of Edmburgh were seated 1o an apariment next to
the dunng roum when they heard the repoit of the explosion.
The lights were exunguished and a gas pipe tuist, The
Princess, the officers, and the valeis went blindly through
the dark, and then poured promuscuously  through
the door of the Royal apantments. The Sovercign was
found groping his way out of the fatal quarter. All who saw
that sight, the piete of Alexanded 11, leading his daughter
away fiom the mine of dynamite, say it was one that could
never be forgotien,




