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orderly, in good taste and ail that could he desired o)utwardly. In one word
the rnachinery may be ail but perfect, and yet the Spirit of God flot in the
wheeîs. It is beautiful and desiratile to have ail this, and without it there
cannot be much real prosperity; but after ail, it rnay be but a south land
witliout springs of water. What is true of the congregatiori may be also true
of individuals. By our privileges we rnay be raised to heaven. We xnay
have had God-fearing parents; we may know much of God's Word; we may
be under a faithifui ministry; we rnay have experienced deep convictions of
sin; we niay have heard God speaking to us in bis providence; but the
que-tion is, arc we spiritually minded ? Do we hold communion with God?
Is God in Christ Jesus our portion ? In our well favoured lot have we
"springs of water"? Have we "la blessing"?

II. The duty and privilege of ail such as find theniselves in possession
of a south Jand without springs of wvater.

i. To begin %vith the conduct of Achsa, you wvî1l observe that she was
rcsolved to have springs of water which she could cali hcr own. She would
not depend upon borrowed waters, no matter how kind and accommodating
ber neighbours were. So should it be with us in reference to religious experi-
ences. WVe should see to it that they are our own. We should not be
content with a borrowed religious experience. It is to, be feared that too
rnany are thus satisfied. They have met with the people of God; they have
learned their langiuage like the Parrot, and can therefore without any fine
feeling or delîcate sensibility ' corne indiscriminately Ioquacious in this
niatter. It neyer cost them vt. .. .ich digging to get at it and therefore it is
cheap. The man of Cod says: Corne and hear, allye izalfear God, and I
will deciare what he bath donc for my sou]. It is a great comfort when we
are honestly able to say : IIWe know that we have passed from death unt'o
life because we love the brethren.' In this matter "ldrink waters out of
thîne own cistern, and running waters froni thine own welI."1

Now in dealing with the matter of duty and privilege as it nay present
itself to others, let us refer to the conduct of Isaac, as given in the pazsage
which we have quoted froni Genesis, in opening the old wells which the
Philistines closed with earth after the death of Abraham. We admire Isaac
in bis vigilance to keep the old wells open. Nay more, we admire bis hold-
ing by the old tiames by which bis father called them. There are sacred
associations connected with these old namues ; and it would seem, that God
approved of the conduct of Isaac in this and other matters, for we flnd hirn
soon after, addressing Isaac in the following ternis: 'II arn the God of
Abrahami thy father; fear not, for 1 arn with thee, and will bless thee, and
will niultiply thy sced for my servant Abraham's sake."

2. Now the duty and privilege that rnay prescnt itscelf to, sonie of those
who find themselves in possession of a south land without springs of water
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