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W7e desire, with thec aid of these threc prophets, J{oseahi,
Amos and M-\icahi, to lift the v'eil and reveal, so far as w~e can,
the religfious and social life of thec people of. the Kingdomi of
Israel iii the eighith century B.C., and, especiallv, in the latter
hiaif of that century. Nor wvill the task be such a difficuit one
as w~e may imagine; these prophets arc so ricli in ilheir por-
traiture of current events, w~hile they declare the wvi11 of God
to the sinful people.

Tie pollitical ani military history of the kingdoni is soon
told. Thie inhiabitants imitated the people of the southern
kingdoin of Judahi iii looking, now to, Assyria, nom, to, Egypt,
for hielp. Tlîey did flot turn to Tchovahi, or thcy only turned
to, Hlm in a half-hiearted -way;* and, accordingh', Assyria, on
wh1ich they Ieaned, bccame the source of their dowinfall. There
can have been no littie courage, how~evcr, in that sniall people

perclied iîpon their rock, no littie military organization and
discipline, no, little mihitary skil Nvheni, alter ail their reverses,
they wmithistoodl the mighit of Slialn-enieser an(l S«arg«on for tlîre

vcars. Oîîe is remiudcd oet the defexice of iPlevna bv Osman

Pashia; but the defcnce of Samiaria must have been a miuch

more serious ail terrible affair, whien thie besicged werc reduccd
to, suchi straits as are told uis both in thec prophetical and

historical books.

Thlere appears to have been great commuercial activ'ity anliong

the inhiabitants of the ilorthern kingdom. Thle corn market

wvas iii full sw'ng; there wvas a busy traffic iii oil and wine. The

fiarier brouglit lus weII-Iaden be.asts of burden throughi thc

citv. gaites, and found a ready market for his produce. The

rctail s1101) also, %vrc 1,usy-. We alnîost hecar the clink of flie
weighits in the scales, and sec thec pctty nerchaut groauming
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