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The Leaders of the Future on Our Farin.

For the 0. A. C. Review.

The leaders of the future on the farm must come from the
farm. There inay be some exceptions 1o this rule, but they will
not be very numerous.  When the start is made on the farm,
habits of industry grow up with the yeing man. ~o that these be-
come a part of his very being.  He requires not of necessity to

cultivate them in later years by dint of a perseverance that is ac. Cemmercial College for hns.

quired at the expenditure of an cnergy that might otherwise do
good service in another channel.  The youny man, then, who is
to live by farming and who first get< his start upon the farmyso faras
opportunity is concerned, ~tands head and shoulder over hitn who
scte out frum some of the other walks of life,

The laaders of the futurc on the farm, therefore, will in all
probability. come from the farm.  But it should be remembered

that this fact alonc will not fit them for leadenship, It is very ex-
ceptional to find men who rise higher than their surronndings, if .

they have spent all their days amid these surroundings.  To rice
above these a young man must aually at «ome period of his life,
and that period should not be a late one. step ont of the little rut
in which he has been journcying in cammon with xll his neigh-
bors, and come in contact with something that will stimulate to
higher purpose and incitc to higher cffarnt.

The education that 2 youny man reccives at the calicge ar the
university cansists not simply of 0 much konowledge acquired
from books [t includes a widening and broadening of the whole
man through contact with other minds.  “Thus it i that he is
given enlarged views of life, which cnable hins 1o look far bevand
the little horizon in which hitherto he was wont o smove and
breathe and have his being.

The knowledge thus scquined would nat have effected the <ame
purposcs had it been acquired at home,  While it would have
broadened the mind in one senseit would probably have narnowed
it in : 2other, inasmuch as it would in all probably bave begotien
a conceil, as offensive as it is pitiable.

The Icaders of the mture on tke fann. then, will be
coducated men  educate? not sianply an th= sense of being the pas.
sesors of a certain amount of knanledge—bat of knawladge ac-
quired under conditions that «iil tend 10 braaden the whole man,
Thix broadening proves< make~ 1he young man more 1olerant of
the apinions of others, and more repectful of thar mcthods, o
long as the Jatter head in the dincdion of progress, It begetna
willingnes to look at man amd things through the lawsof conunon
xcnse rather than through the oldtime jgopgies of opimonative.
ncss. It renders the young men not only  willing 10 welcome
what i uscful and progressive. but anyiats to do s, and becaure
of the intensity of the mental wretlings which be must needs
undergo in the clacs-room. it impresses upen him the truth that
athicrs have brain power as weil as be, and that if he i« to outstrip
them in the manful race of the {ature it @an only be though the
cxercise of a superior judginent and through the application of a
scverer industry.

The leaders of the future on the farm muss. therefore, got their
knoxledge largely at s e institution which will 1end to mind
cxpansion in the direction indicated.  The ondinary onllege will
not answer the purpose, for although its cducation tends to nund-
expansien, agriculture is ont taught there, and mind-cxpansion
to the farmer of the fulure without 2 kiwswledze of agriculture is
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not 50 very much ahead of a knowledge of agriculture without
much mind-c~pansion, as many would have us believe. Nor will
the commercial college alone equip the farmer of the future for
the fight he is to wage. It will fithim for the counting house and
will prove helpful to him in many walke of lifc, it will give him a
knowledge of a nmiore claborate svstem of book-keeping than his
business requires, but it will not teach him agriculture. The

* youny man fitting himaclf for the counting house might with as

thuch reason ge to the Agricultural College for his furnishings as
that the youny man fitting himaclf for the farm should go to the

The Agrcultural College is beyond all doubt the place where
the farmer should get the cope toue of his cducation—that inform-
atior that witl put him on a vamage ground that will at once lift
him head and shonlders above other men.  While some farmer
fathers are looking through distorted spectacles for instances of
failure in the efforts of graduates from this college, those who are
wise will strain evers monveto give theirsons an even chance with
youny men destined for other professions by giving them an op-
portunity of taking a full course at an agricultural college.

‘The leaders of the future on the farm will, thercfore, in nearly
every indance, be college cducated men. Were it otherwise the
monstrous lic would be apparently true that muscle alone and
uticducated mind wiil prove more than a match for uscle and
vducated wind.

But 1he leaders of the future on the farm will of course ruquire
somcthing more than collegiate education.  In successful farming
unless on a very large aeale. muscle is 2 factor of great importance.
It will prove ajreat matter W a farmer i he is able to use his
muscle better than any man can whom ke employvs, and ordin.
arily it will prone 2t great matter to him and to his farm if he does
£0 e it

The future leadeis on the farm will be tnen who concentrate
their cocrgics on ot pasticular line, and who make their general
farming submervient to this one end  The whole ficld of farming
i~ »0 wide that no anc man can cultivate it to the best advaniage.
‘Thowe whe atempl this will avuredly fail, for the powers of
human intelleet are usable to overtake & fickd so vast and wide.
It is well 1o consider. then, cven in the carly sages of the course
af collepiate eduecation what particular line the student is likcly to
follaw, and he <hould direet his best encrgies to the mastering of
this branch v far x> bie is able.

I have <aid bnt little a< to the individual qualitics that must
characterize the leaders of the future on the farm, nor can more
he said within the asignad limitsof this paper.  The industry, the
cnergey. the wise calculation, the prudence, the forethought, the

willingness 1o adopt improned  mcthods and the firmness to reject
the¢ adnption of thase Act unproven, 1 lcave to the contemplation
of the thoughtful reader, and 1 would desire here to 2dd that nonc
other than thoughtful readers are likely to profit by what they
read. '

It «cems a faregone canclusion, then, that a2 magnificent future
ic in store for agricultural collcges.  The dark era o™ the past in
thi< respect is surcly drawing to aclose.  The davs are at hand
when the repraach will be remaved which save that only onc
farmer in yx fAwwwnd in the Dominion is willing that his son
shall be well furniched for his future life work as a farmer. If the
fcadess of the future on the farm are to be cducated men, and 1
clxim that thic i< the fair & duction from the above statements, it
{ollnws that 20 toon as the post graduate course on the farm of
the zraduates of this callege shall compel the average farmer to
respect a nigher agricultural education, then there will not be
room for the students from our farm homes in the agricultural
collcges. CernivaTor,




