
%v:îs tien lit its hloiglit, and the Iegeuld of tut'. î*k c o!
the W est, hroodimg like i illist un tutu oveail anid
ieekoiiing sjietraliy froul inauiv a iuvmbe-Ashd %W.~l

lanid, exeited to iîienne rin li- , the~ greateht nai-
tiîîîe ntions of the globe lu hie race of diseovery
mîid emplire. Therefore, i addition to the diplu-

imatie business PUI whielt lie was elartge, ')LI1e&Lve'r w-as instmucted to exainimie the voast frein tIlu
35t1î tu the OOtIi parallel, %vitlî retejemîce te the exîs-
tellee of iL miartime passage be~enthe Paceifie and
Atlantiec Fiuding- m-huie nnrelti Nootka tliat tie

Spnhcommission liad not arrived, lie resolved to
illake a survey of the Strait of Fluen and Atliîiralty
Iuîlet. After -lt easy passage through Ftmeaasud over
the bine unclîartereà busomu of the' (stui! of Gou
lie t-uterd upon the tedious mud dîlilcut navi:ratou
of .Johnstone Strait and at leuWgli eSillO ont îgain

ith dm Acic, 100 iles abome %ota. Alotîgli
iîothîin.g came of ail the saiiug to awul &r0 and sw-aï-
geinug ses, tnlk tlîît elmraeteri-,et tIRe semurch fur the'
ivestermî river aud the Straits cf Aniaui, yet, noute %vil]
grumdge the, gaihînt captain the lionor whiich So righite-

0mîîsh- attaches to ]lis nalne, as a inost hntrepîd ss
Inaniand elliixiit explorer. Froua this tilue tahIl 1843,

w hiei the litidsoin's Bany Comxpany estabhishied au
Ijiia tMa<iug 1)O$t on the Phores Of Victoria liarbor,
tie isiand remusinied unltrmîvorsed bY wvhite ineui. aud

tdm 3LaIhnid mmS regarded miS a vast sud uepod
xvîldvriiess. During the suceeedimg 14 yemîîs but
iitth'. progm-ess wasc in:ide; N'ietorta, then as nmw, hie
chie! business centre, havilig cnlly attai uîed the Imuni-
li position of a straggli ng hiauîxet cf tu-c or thîre
hundred seuils. Timus the x%iuter cf '57 ivore aitav;

but a.- the nieînorabie Mutin-; o! '58~ <qmued, the lu-
tîmrniuîg hirds sang tHie resuire-tiod cf thie pear with
ehmti;tgiý esprit. Tlîey -%ere iht. 1fr %n'as, indeed,

euîxumiently flitilug that -' the dai-s cf gold -should be
timus signulh'snouncedl. Thli yelliu glitter cf the,

pît-cionis grainîs piek'ed Up1 by a Suîm:dIl 'body of prtos-
ptorso the bauxks cf the Tliemp-am and flous-

paîrte rivers, out their xvsv to the far famned Fr-ier,
bat! grcwu into a consuîiiug flaine that was sxveepi-
ing icer tue world - Goid ! There w.îs innsiv in ftic
xvor and elysiuua in its; impol)rt. Thet bosomas cf tit

Stuurd picucers cf tue west, lightly bared tc ever-V
danmger, w-ove net preef auaist the sutite euiemnv

%viflii the Nvalls--thi-ý,e- or fiiiiiez iir; deprecateà
aud <leuuned lwý Hauim phiiojhoîs. Ilither
tliev aMeM ini swaius. lime Wlow was ieft iii the fi-

anl, Ud the u-oeiiiauti's, axe eamsed tu ring in the
iutiiiVict of the foi-est.- The bronzed anmd gm-iz-

zled fi-ontiersunasu and th> gay yolmu g Corydon ivent
ont tioeter, for ue dreama iuspi-d ail----riches
swîft, sure and coufîless! li the' brie! space cf foui-

um''tis 0,00seuls poured iuîtc the lia-ber. This,
nî*'i-,v thrmmg ineluded gauniers, Vherves sud rtif-

limais xvith net al fe%% of i higlier moral grade, Iu-
nuuummsh'touts covcred the grouud iii aud ltround

Vivtemi-i far as the evu euld r a nsd speculatimi
iii fou-i lots att4îincd a piteli cf unî)smalleled extra-

vmgahtce.
But a change soon carne over the faim dreaiumcf

fthe-s %vonors of the fickile Geodess. Sombre anud por-
teuntonus eiouds b)egami te raise sud darken the crst-
wbile golen horizon. VUnlie the rivers witli which

theso' Aventurors ivere iwquaiutol. the Fma-ser anxd
if- tribtitarie-s begin te swell iu .Juiie auJ, du neot
i-arli thueir hou-est eblb tii! wintur. The fow%, thuere-
fore-, ivlio hall )emmed taenuter the Inînmng regmuo ini

1Mardei or Apri I sucecded iu extraictiug large qnuin-
titie't of gold fri-n thie~u or beneuîs net yct cn-o-

redvithwvster.Iuomutftlîpeud iesd

fal! of the s'trea1ns, the miass of immuinrauts wvho ar-
rived Inter, foU mîd the suiri ferous parts tn uder wittor.
ThIr patience beec>rning e\îausted ivaiting for the

iuwe~uruîn' of the) 1>51k),, ny of tOient, crestfalleul
and d isappoinuted, retu mcid tu Vietoria. An absurd
impression that tlu! river neve* did falI be"aui ta me-
vil and thionsaids of tlieml lusing kmart Went bal ) kt

Sait Francisco licaping execrations on the couultry and
evcrything tliat %v~as Lenglish. The press of Cali-
foinlia toolz np1 the refrain and etfeetuatly put til end
to further iîumigratioun. lut eoiiseqtieiàtce of tiiese
dlisp)imgug acraounts of J3riti.-lî Columebia, pulishied
far and wvîde, large suins of ntoney sent up froin San
Francisco for investniecut were slîîpped bnck aigain;

:111( wleI c;IgCs of goods, ondered duriug the lient
of tie excitemnent were thriowi n pon the lînds of
inerehauts, andt eroakdpg was the order of the day.

At Iength, hewever, the river did fnl!; and the
retniir of successful ininers to Victoria with bags of
dust and nnggef!î rallied the fainting liepes of the
cciiiiiiuity, and thicy w-ereregarded ais iwalking adver-

tisellients that the country was safe. A lîea'lthv re-
Iationi between slippl:, 'uni deimnd in every depai-t-
ment lins gradulal1y e-féed. I)lring the first six
nlioiils of iiiflullg" Olîcmations over $70I0,000 wvere
takeu ont. For a' few iuteligumt and perseverng

Il1e5*, thes'e facLs and figures hlad weighit. But ail-
tuirc liners, romnantie speeulatir, and wliskqy humn-
mers, could not, hy the ic>st attractive relireselita-
tions, ho !oa n i the country, and it was %wisely
ordewvd thit it shiouild be se. Ont of the tons of
theusailds w hJo arrived in '58 not inore thiax 1500 re-

Iluainued tili tho) following vear. Nor were those iwhe
Camne hi MI sud '62, as a raie, adapted ta the pue-
suit of inîung iiin a idrcs The chief inisfor-

tunei C<>iected wvîtl the iniflux of licpiiIatio l it this
1 -criod %vas tliit, it comnprised tt exeessive, proportion

of velis, retired ariny ufliers, prodigal sons, aud a
lio.,t of other romnaxtie nondescripts, who indged
visionis of sudden wvcaIth obtainiabie %vitlî secnreey
maure exertioa than is ustually put forth iii a pleasure

excrsin.The v-ne immuagiînu us vith wiiich thej
left honte ivere sooxi di:sîpated, whcen, ou1 thu t,3riii-
nation of thet voyage, tliey <liseovei-ed tlint 5J(>0 miles

l.ýy betwveeuî thomn andi Caribou-a distance -%vliie]î
ilust be passed over inudd.v ronds and frowing pire-
cipives, witlî wlmatever uiecessaries Vuglît ho roquirod
fur the Plitmapped to tlieir siiouiders. llundreds

Mwdu lwaf svav tu tde inles and rc.tllrued iu dosponl-
demaev; hndreds mure rcniained in Victoria, and %vere
uiily san cd froin starv ation b - the liberalitv of more
prosperous eitwzens. Of those Who went, te fle mines,
one-third maIde imdepeîdent fortunes, c5nie.thîird
nett#d( several thousauni dollars, anid one-third fromn
a Varietv of causes, %vert'usccsfl

Of cour-s(-, lacer uiiiîng or* -poor inaiiîs dig-
giiig.s;" w-as ilil that tva- tdieu attemnpted. Wheuî the
auriferous beuches lad heeu worked over, feu- carcd
te prospect fîurther, ;nid vousequnutly the gremît miass
retnrmued, dcclaring in the simpile aix sèmtentiolis

I lignage of tut' miner, tluat the' plarers w-exe '' 1 )layOd
ont. 0f those wuho r.Cmil-d(( in the rouultry aud

cenit:nu11ed te mine, or. c.*gagc'd in otiier I)ul-sit sund
industries, tiiere are blut feu w-ho have neot allanhlle
ceilpdmtwiC MvIRe ilmal' are î)0sessed of afiluece.

lu1 1866, the asn;n ud VlluccuIv(erl Island,
fqmuî1er1ý separite eululles; %%eîe polutieilly nnited,
aud i 1871 were admuiitted intu tue c-onift-diritiot lis

eile of the~ sc'vehî Provinîces of the Dominion of
Cauvîda.

Notwitll-;.audliîîg the nanyv gravet huldrauttos te
lier advaumveilnent, sucvit a~s the disbîneiie froin the Enro-
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