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of stili greater danger to religion and mor-
ality on account of its subtilty and oh-
scurity.

In England Hume reached only the
educated classes, but his ideas soon per-
nieated poetry and lighter literature and
by this means the poison wvas instilled
into the life-blood of the nation. The
just dissatisfaction of the oppressed poor
%vas turned into bitter rancour against the
rich, and blasphemnous hatred against God.
Owing to the greater freedoni of English
political institutions, and, in part also, to,
that stubbornness of the national character
wvhich renders the E nglishmnan averse to
siudden and violent changes, the cursed
seed did flot bear its fruit as fufly in " the
tight little island " as it did on the less
free and less conservative continent.
There under the skilful cultivation of Vol-
taire and others it spread throughout the
land, and, beconiiingl the l)eoples' food,
niaddened their brains and corroded their
hearts. Siii, even in E-ngland, though it
required more tinie to bring about its
effects, it finally underniined, to a great ex-
tent, religious belief and gave a new iim-
putus to, that iaterialisiic philosophy
which stili hoids that country under its
baneful sway.

History, iii the hands of Hume, proved
a poivcrful %veapon for the accomplishmient
of this fell work. It was yet more danger-
ous when Gibbon held tHe pen. He did
not openly attack religion : his niethod
ivas that so, happily dcscribed by Lord
Byron as 11sapping a solemin creed with
soleimn snieer." He attenipted to destroy its
zrotind-wvor k facts. Ch ristianity depends
prinirily on the fact of revelation, but
ibis rests for proof on certain historical
events, mianifestly supernatural in charac-
tur, which convey to the human race an

authoritative message of heavenly import.
Gibbon's object was to explain these
away by invoki ng natural agencies. Slurring
over the early phenomenal propagation of
Christianity, and dwelling rninutely upon
occasional subsequent. corruption in somne
of its adherents, he sought to prove the
account of its supernatural origin a miyth,
,and to make it appear a thoroughly huinan
institution. In his case, at least, the evil
he did lives after hini in the widespread
spirit of unbelief so characteristic of these
latter days.

The Johinsonian wvas, therefore, -in age
of transition and internai agitation.
Opening with the artificial classicism of
J ohnson, it nîerged, gradually, and alniost
unconsciously, into naturalism, leading ulp
to, the final triumph of this tendency, at
the opening of the next age, in the publi-
cation of Coivper's task. l)uring this tinie
the tide of criticismn reached its ebb and
the flow of creation begari anew just after
its close. It w'as likewvise a 1)eriod of
suppressed excitement. The lower classes
began to assert themselves and to claini
that they too had rights. The success ot
the Anierican Revolution eniphasized
their demiands. Unfortunately their move-
nient wvas prostituîed by the false doc-
trines of so-called philosophers wliich
hurried it into tHie wildest excesses.

1)espite tliis, however, the Johnsonian
Age lias wrought for the good both of
E--nglish literature and hunian liberty. It
freed tue former froni tle cold artifici2lity
of the classical sclîGol, enriched its voca-
bulary, and introduced into it a newv and
popular nîethod cf conveying thought,
and it taught iliat the latter belonged to
mian as mîan, and was not the e.xclusive
riglit of a privileged fewv.
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