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man by water as well as -by air;, while it
lias been noticed tixat thé water a«ter,
standing for a turne lias been as offens9ive
te, the sense of suieli as water frorn an old
*or' iïnclcan, cistern. As evidence of the
va.ter enigin of the fever, the di§ease liasÎ
inanifested itse]f far frein any collections of
filth, in the znost healtlîy parts of the City,
wiconnected wvith. the seévers, but whiere
the water was freely consumed direct from,
the taps. Atoghthe iniperfect sewer-
age of the city lias probably caused an iu-
crease, likely enougli a large increase, in
the number of typhoid fever cases, the
present epidemie is se general and was se
suddenin its outbreak-so likean explosion
-as to, preclude the probability of belig

~vol fswge origin. It lias been too
'wide-spread to hiave bec-i caused by cou-
taminated niilk froin any one' dairy, *we,
should judge, and is cert.ainly more like
outbreaks whichi have oc< urred ini other
places and which afterwvards were fouuld to
have been causedl by soine sudden and
special contamination of th e wvater supply.

THE Or w'À WATE.-Sainples of the
Ottawa water sulppIA: have been, it is said,
submitted to thue chié£ Dominion analyst for
examination. Chemical analysis alone
-W111 uîot.by any ineans afford satîsfactory
evidence of the purity or inupunity of the

var.Such evidence eau be furnishied
only by a. nuost careful biological examina-
tien. '%Ve doubt if there is in Canada
guitabIe apparatus reliable for tlis purpos e.
A Central Board of Health witlha Hygienie
Laboratory is yet a 'vaut ini the Dominion.
Chieinical exanuination may showv the
w%ýater to be tolerably pure, or perlxaps con-
tainin- eione excess of vegetable inupurity,
and yet it mlay coutain also the germs of
"Imalarial " fever-the badillus malarioe (a
vegetable orgauism)-niauiifested only by
the microscope with the nxost careful
scientifie investiga tion. It is on account
of the develepinent and spread of similar
speciflo germs of disease that the waters
of rivers are beconiing daigeru;a
pointed eut in a paper we rea-d,ýat the meet-
ing last year in Toronîto of the Anuerican
Health Association, touching expçrinients
of Franldand, Meade B3olton, Wolffhugel
and& other biologie.al investi,",,tors, and
which resulted ixu a, special. coxiniittee, on
"14Pollution of W'ater Supply," being ap-

pointedlat the rneeting,,brief extracts froin
a prelimina ry report of which. committee,
recently presented at the Memnphis Meeting
of the Association, may be seen on another
page of this number. The disînfected
secretions of a case of typhoid fevei,
trickling witu a littie stream iute the river
above the water supply, iliglit, it appears
possible, perhaps in a low strata ef '\vater,
be conveyed te the intake of the supply,
and, iuultiplying in the wonderful unanner
that erganisnxs like the gerins of disease
are kuown to, uultiply, even in potable
water, coilumuniate the disease te liundreds
in the City.

IMPURE CREAm 0F TARTAR is a substance
conxmonly sold ini Canada. Out of about
35 samples recentiy examined by the pub-.
lic analysts, we understaud, some 2-2 only
were genuile; the others wvere adulterated
wvith gypsum, aluin, acid phosphates and
starcli te the extent of from. 15 te 80 per
ceni. Creai of tartar is a substance in
very conunen doniestie use, and twe at
least; of tue adulterants found %veuld be
decidedly injurions if taken inte the
imn stoinacli, and whvloeier would se,
add suclu ingredieuts -%vould. poison. a fellow
creature at any tiîue for a small, "Iconsîder-
ation " if it could be ",1safely I doue, or
legal proceedings evaded.

«U'NYIELDI NG DRESS about the chest and
its physiological effects and evil cense-
quence wvepe dwelt upon by Dr. Jessop at
thue last mneeting of the Britisli Medicai
Association, as referred te in au article on
dress elsewlhere (page 274). As we have
before stated Balls Health Corsets manu-
factured by..Messrs. Brush Bre. of Toronto,
and sold by most dealers, are net unyield-
ing,. but yielding, by uxeans of side coil
springs, and are tlîe least objectionable
Corsets -%ve knewv of.

COMUPARATiVE CITY 3IORTALiITY.-Dr.
Bertillon, Cliief of the Bureau ef Statistics
of Paris, lias collected. some important
facts relative to, the inortality frein cer-
tain diseases in Eurepeau Cities. Ju Paris,
iu 1886, the xnortality frein 'typhoid. feyer
wvas 45 in every 100,000 inliabitants; in
London the înertality in the saine number
of inluabitants was 17; in Berlini 16.; iii
Vienua, 11; lu St, Petersburg, 113; 11.
Milaun, 71 ; iii Marseilles, 108 ; in Lyens, 40;
in Edinburgh, 15 ; ini Liverpool, 84 ; and


