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THE MARITIME AGRICULTURIST. 9

HORSE RAISING.

The great demand in the American
market of late years, has prompted the
farmers of the Mavitime Proviances to
give more careful attention to the breed-
ing and rearing of horses than formerly.
That warket is seldom or never stocked
and especially in the fall, there is a great
demand for hotses of the proper weight
aud build for the hamber business.  The
Americans are becoming aware of the
excellence of the stock in some localities
and are ever ready to take any good
horses we nmiay want to dispose of,
Prince Edward Island  probably leads
the Dominion in this industry, as the
following figures will show, In 1886
there was exported from  the Islund
horses to the value of £100,000; in 1887,
£200.000, and st year the amount
reachied over $300.000, with a prospect
of increased trade the coming season.

In consideration of the value of this
industry to our farmers it is of the ut-
most importance that it should be fos.
tered and extended by the proper selec-
tion and bLreeding of the classes of horses
meeting with the greatest favor in the
cyes of the purchasers and for which
they are willing to pay the highest
prices.  The selection of the best breed
is a matter to be déalt” with by the
breeder.  Bvery breed has some dis-
tinet point of excellence over; the others,
and the kind having the favor in the
market is the best to adopt.  Every-
thing, huwever. does not depend on the

breed, but quite so much upon tho‘

proper treatinent of the colt.  The vir-
tues uf the breed alone will not produce
a first class mature horse, unless the colt
receives Jiburml treatment during the
first two or three three years of his life.

The proper time to have the colt
dropped depends upon conditions.  If
the mares «quarters are warm a great
gain will be made by having her foal
about TFebruary, for, when the spring
work becomes pressing. the colt will be
able to go to the field or else o without
milk for a few hours, I, hawever, the
stable be too cold, April or May is the
more favorable time.  As with calvesa
better showing will be mado by colts for
the.food and attention given during the
first and second ycars than any period
of tho same Jength after, and it is advan-
tageous to feed liberally, without foreing
and provide a good constitution for the
work of after years.  As soon as the
teeth become of practieal wuse, a few

cracked oats or whole ones. and somet for many years,

good hay should be given with a carrot

chopped moderately fine.  The latter
exerty u very beneficinl effect in keeping
the bowels in good orderr A colt
should be weaned at not more than
five monthy of age. I dropped in
February or Mareh, this may be done
when the grass is ot its best, when very
little loss will be incurred.  The late
colts usually lose grass and milk at the
same tite, and do not thrive on their win.
ter food as do the carlier ones,  The
mare if a good one, i3 usually bred the
first chance after foaling and if compell-
ed Lo stckle a colt over five months, will
be reduced in condition and the suceeed-
ing colt will suffer.  Castration should
be done when the animal is about & year
old.  Some  believe that by deferring
this operution until the colt has acquir-
ed the neck and muscle of a stallion that
a better horse is produced, but we have
failed tos notice any favorable difference.
Excreise is an important essential to a
growing colt. A place should be pro-
vided where it can run withont any dan-
wer from barbed wire or projecting nails.
The practice of allowing young colts to
follow their dams  for miles over a hot
road should be discomaged, it being too
great o stmin upon their limbs, and
rendering them lablo to injury from
passing teams.  With the natuml ad-
vantages e Mavitime Provinces pos-
sesses and excellent stock now available
both as government and private indivi-
dual property. we m® safe in predicting
that before many years the provinees
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick will
vie with Prince Edward Island in up-
uphalding the Eastern provinees asa
horse producing section,

The New Brunswick government has
done the farmers of that provinee an in.
cstimable service by their imgortation
of male horses and having them put
within reach of all.  Nova Scotin is of-
fering great encouragement to importa-
tion by offering honuses to those import-
ing suitable animals, the particulars of
which will be found in another column.
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PRINGE EDWARD ISLAND NOTES.

[FROM OUR REGULAR COREESPONDENT.]

The farmers on the Island have no
reason to complain of the weather this
season. So far the spring and early
swnmer have been as favorable for crop-
ping and cultivating s could be desired,
and the good start all crops have recei-
ved makes everything much farther ad-
vanced at present, than they have been
Hay is above the ave-
rage-hif-Juxuriance, and haying-will com-

mence about two weeks earlier than last
season,  Some of our farmers are con-
sidering the ensilage question very fav-
orably, and many acres of corn may be
seen growing for that purpose.  What
few silos have been erected and tried
have given moderate satisfuction and
seem to meet the views of the breeders
of Luyge herds,

The cattle trade between the Isknd
and Newfoundlmd i3 now asswming o
fair proportion and several kuge cargoes
have alveady left for the latter port.
They are principally pure bred Duvhams,
and some of the bulls are indeed bean-
ties.  Fat cattle comprise no small part
of some shipments, and bring very good
prices.  The Tsland farmer can always
dispuse of his fat eattle at this season
and at good tigures.

The horsemen hold the day here at
present.  Owr little Isle hasg already
made its name famons as a section
wherein good horses can always be pro-
cured and probably there is no part of
the continent that for its area can
boast: of the same quantity of good stock,
of both light and heavy breeds.  Some
Standavd bred stallions have been jme-
ported during the past year.  Mr. Cour-
lie, of Summerside, recently imported
a very highly bred horse from Senator
Stanford’s Palo Alto Stock Farm in”
California. e is much heavier than
many of the horses of his class, weigh-
ing 1,300 1bs., but is of splendid confor-
mation and with good action, and will
doubtless prove a valuable acquisition to
the stock here. We have also splendid
specimens of the get of such noted sires
as Rysdykes Hambletonian, Onward,
Almont, Nutwood,Hambletonian Prince,
All Right, sire of George Lee, 2.22;
Abdallah Messenger, sire of Bijou, 2.23,
and miny other noted animals.  Heavy
horses are booming; some very fine
shires and Clyde mares owned by Nova
Scotia parties are in Charlottetown and
are being hred to stallions of their breed.
Although in the past we have exported
some good hurses and colts, yet we never
scll our best, but keep them to brecd
from so that we are rising our already
high standard still higher and hope to
increase our output yearly.

~—A properly raised sheep between
the age of three and five makes the
best mution. Turnips ave a  cheap
crop, and when fed freely to sheep
with their other fecd, makes the
Jjuiciest and tenderest of mution, and
at a small cost when compared to
other foeds,



