
Thte Caiedoia, linteîrchzange.

Chinamen, acted his part 8plendidly, and added
greatly te the amuzement cf ail by jeining in the
songe, and giving his own squeaky solos frein
tixne te, time,

The church thus comipleted and consecrated is
a fine building, eighty feet in length by ferty iii
breadth, thc towcr and spire riging te, about one
hundred feet in height. lIt stands on nearly the
saine site as the former building which ivas de-
stroyed by lire in 1893. lit is flanked by a vestry on
the north west cf the chancel, and the entire
building lias been erected by the Indians themselves
under the direction and according te, plans prepared
by the Archdeacon. The pulpit forma a special
feature cf the furnishing cf the interior. The
body is formed by open panel work wvith double
Gothic arches in each, a.nd would net discredit, a
London nianufactory.

WLfV TER MA ILS
Fwr the lM TJERlOR.

Arrangements have been -made by Hl. B8. Co.
ibr ftwo mails to, be despatclred te thte interior
düring thte corning îvinter.

§Te first mail u>il(' leave Ekelngtern cn or about
101h December, and shouki reaeh NamsHIarbouI-

où, 15eth, where it will be received by courier.e
and ta/cen via Aiyaîwlb direct te Iazelton.

Thte second mail is expeeted te rea-ch Sam Jiarbour
about lOt/t February.

Thte couriers on each return trip wvill bring out
mails from, thte interior and deliver 1/ce saine at as
11arbour.

NOTE. ,Through the geîieresity oi a friend of
practieal effort we have been enabled this Fali to
(a) assist some of our I.ndians in cutting, and partly
levclling about two miles of waggon road through
the reserve, on either side of which we hope soon
to sec ten-acre locations laid off by governinent
surveyor; and also (b) to, place on this road for
the usèe of those taking- up locations, a British
Columbia farin truck-wagon ivitix teain harness
complete. T'his is the sort of help that helps u-,
onward.

J.B.Mcc

?iUB8TANCK OF A .PAPER RICAD BRVOfRS O.M.S. ANEITAL
C0NFEINCE, ýAT hMETLAEAT«LA, B.C., 1899,

BY THE REV, J. B. McOULLAGH.

Wiii this pap<er was read at our Annual Conference a resolution
was pe asking me to have It published. 1 nowv, in a way,
comply wvith that requcet by printing it In the Isterchane
Logether with other inatter tending to throw light upon the

-BD.

R fE Indiau ' Potlatch presente a niost difficuit
problein, flot only to, solve for the bietterment of
the raoe, but even to understand. Indeed no one

who has not been born a.nd reared as an Indian a.mong
Indians praotising it can rightly comprehend what it
ail means. Though I cannot Iay dlaim to thie privilege.
(!), yet I have had the Potlatch under close observation
for sixteen years, and have studied it on the spot both
iii theory and practice as far as one may do se without
atctuttlly making one.

But while considering myseif thue qualifled to apeak
un the subjeet, I cannot say that I have completely
exhausted it, for there are ramifications connécted 'with
it wvhich, I muet confess. seern to baffle ail effort at
investigation.

I think it important, however, to lay before you as
much as I know concerning thie custom, for it seeme
to me that upon the thorough eradication of- its
principles from. the Indian mind depende, hunianly
speaking, the permanency of the resulta of our work.
This I hope to, make evident, as I proceed.

I would firet of ail say what the pot'latch je not.
It je generally desoribed as a custom, but it is flot a
custom. in the ordinary sense of the word, it je mnuch
more; we cannot label it as a habit or - usage, it is
somethiDg quitce différent; it je very far from. bcing a
festival, although to, the outsider it may appear as stich;
it je flot a religions rite or ceremony, even though there
may seemn te, be a strain of ancetral worship ini it; it,
is neither an amusement rior an entertainmcnt, however
much thoau wvho practise, it may eeek to, represent it
in that light.

Now, if it may not, be classed as a custome, practice
or habit; if it may flot be regarded as a festival. re-
ligieus rite or ceremeny; if it be neither an amusément
nor an envertainment, wvhat is it?, I reply it je a
systematized from of airibal governnîent based upon the
united suffrages of the cirai.

Potlatch is not snerely the niaking of a féast -where
a dance ie given and presents made to, those attending,
If that were ail it would be harmîcess enorvli, but
that ie only the outward expression cf it. The potlatch
je political as far as this life and titis world onoern
the Indian, and the event seen by the public ie in
reality an eleotion.

The articles distributed with so mucit display as
f ree gifts (with the exception of blankets and calice,
torm up into emaîl stripe) are ail returnable within a
year or two. They are not gif te, as many people
imagine, but vote-acknowledgemente--a public recog-
nition of the tank or social statue of the voter (who
records hie vote by hie presence) by the Potiatcher who
je a candidate for some position, faveur or honeur in
hie clan.

But before proceeding furtiter it ie necessary te, effer
some information as te the constitution cf Indian
society. Yen are ail aware that it consiste of three
classes-the nobility, gcntry, and cominon people. These
arc organized into fainilies (or houses), clan-sections,
clans , tiibes (cominunities or villages), and confeder-
asies.

1-à.
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