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pled districts must find & mass of their parishion- ’
ers whon they are quite unable to reach, far less
to influence. T felt strongly that the very arrange-
ents of our churehes under the parochial system,
A8 it at present exists amongst us in what we may
call monster parishes, opposed a difficulty in the
Way of gathering together the great body of the
labouring poor to hear the Word of God. I felt,
als0, that men whose gpiritual interests had long
been neglected, who had been taught for genera-
tions that the parish church was no place for
them if they came to it—1 felt that such men, who
wight indeed have been trained in early youth in
some Sunday-school, but had lost all intercourse
th{; their clergy since their childhood—being oc-
cupied all the week in some laborious calling, and
%00 tired on Sundaysto make any difficult effort to
obtain the blessings of religious ordinances, for
Which indeed they had no taste—that mend who
had learned to take their views of life and
its"ends, and society, and the way in which
its various ranks fuifil their duties, far more
from newspapers of the most doubtful class, and
gb conversation of their fellows in the ale-house,
an from any influence of the Church or its
ministers—] felt, I say, that such men were
‘scarcely prepared o enter into the length-
ened a‘nd highly spiritual services of our usual
worship, even if they could beinduced to frequent
our churches, and room could be found for them
at ourcustomary meetings within the sacred walls.
I felt that such men did indeed require to be
specially addressed, and that some special ma-
chinery was needed if theywere to be made to feel

-that our Church and its ministers care earnestly

for theirsouls. I was strengthened in this opini
. opinion
by what I learned from the most experienctfd and

‘laborious of the clergy, ‘whose Pparishioners were

to be counted by tens of thousands,

: SO My own ex-
perience of seven years'in a manafac 4

turing town,
me to think
ncuteness, and
manly spirit by
receive the ad-
ure re ﬁf those who are able to show- that tliey
and » ally In earnest to moet them as their friends,
thei ;e anxious for their good and the good of
thatrt l:umllea. I knew from my own experience
is € parochial system, standing quite alone,
plie:rble to meet many other wants of our com-
o1 ed and highly artificial state of society. I
8¢en, e. g, when a regiment of scldiers is sta-
mock D 8 populong town, that it is almost a
ockery fo expect that any of the parochial cler-
g’;t‘mzssxsted, can meet their spiritual wants—
n t;v erever there is a large hospital, gather-
itg gether many sick persons within its " walls,
IMust if the patients” souls are not to be neg-

lighly of their intelligence and.
of those general impulses of a

_ lected while theiy bodies 'are nursed, bc con-

. there js
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k some sense extra-parochial, and:
haves misgiong; L3 '

ry chaplain of its own—that where

. 8 unfon ‘Workhouse there is & distinct

" of tho Pastoral’ labour which the clergyman

' Cathedral

if he °h Darish ‘in which it is locallr ‘situated,
own 88 any constdersble population’ of his
 parishioners, capnot undertake. I’ had

, 8etn'in a cathedra] city how gladly the parochial

clergy hailed gny | ;

. ! y ‘assistance in these departments
flabour, from the comparatively unemployed
staff, réjoicing that others should, under

faober superintendence, perform ‘work of this

: g, locally, indeed, within the limits Of their

icts, but in truth quite beyond the sphere of
i:;l’os‘:“leﬂ pastoral ﬁistmt{ons. 1 know that
Dll'oe;:i lsnch adventitious nid ‘external to the
Pared f“ system, young eoldiers cannot be pre-
Bo wis; t‘;’é Confirmation, and sick soldiers cannot
Without 4 and patients'in thfifmaries must die
ut the Church’s offices of prayer and conso- |

Hon, and the afllicted poor, separsted by pover-

ty from the'}r homes, must feel homeless, indeed |
without a friend to console and advisé them. AsI’
knewall thig,»ud felt strongly that our own case was |
not essentially unlike these, taking connsel with a |
large body of the Clergy, representing every phase
of opinion in the Church, T determined that for the
benefit of the masses of our labourins poor, we
ought tv make an effort to add some fresh mission-
ary machinery to our common work, and I was
assured that we could do this easily, without any
rude invasiou of the parochial system.

OUT-DOOR PREACHING.

1t was felt also, that, besides the reagon here
alleged for such an effort—viz., the difficulty of|
meeting the teeming yoasses of an intelligent !
working populstion, from the very fact of their
numbers—there was need of fresh_ m&chln?ry to
endeavour to arouse their slumbering consciences
and revive, by the help.of God’s Spirit, any. good
impressions received in childhood, but long effaced
by the chilling influence of a Lard depressinglife.
I could not but remember hiow, when a curate in

a small village in Oxfordshire, I had marvelled at |
the excitement raised in a quiet and dull place,"
by the gatbering of the Mecthodists in a fine sum-:
mer’s day on the common, under the shadow of
the old trees; how the voice of their preacher, ‘
sounding through the stillness of a listening crowd
and the burst.of their hymns pealing far and wide
through the village, had seemed well suited to at-
tract and rouse the hearts of many who never en-
tered within the church to joinin its measured de-
votion and Jisten to its calm teaching. How much
has the thought of late filled the hearts of devout
and attached members of the Churoh of England,
that, if such excited meetings, condueted by ill-
instructed men, do often lead to excitement and
nothing more, and alienate those they influence
from our Church’s teaching, rather -than .draw
them within her walls—the fault has, in past times
rested not entirely with these ill-instrueted teach-
ers—but that the clergy have. been unwise, and
greatly to blame, in neglecting obvious means
which God had placed within their reach for rous-
ing the better feelings -of thoughtless souls, and
enlisticg what was so often employed against the
Church, as & useful aid to her sound practical
Gospel teaching. He who has visited Wales
knows what a hold Methodism has gained en the
Welsh people, and how it has withdrawn their
affections from our Church; who has not at times
asked himself why those simple hymns which echo
along the hill-side, and those stirring appeals
which thunder in men’s ears; whether they will
come to ohurch or stay away, mlght not have been
made by Godly ministers of the Church of Eng-
land, to keep her people within her fold, and teach
them that excellent way of Christ’s Gospel, from
which thave is 80 much danger of their wandering
if they are left to any chance teacher, however
uninstructed? I knew that hearts had been year-
ning to have this truth proclaimed for many years
—that it had been proclaimed—that the -days
when there was great fear of the Church of Eng-
land dying of her dignity were, thank God, past,
and that in almost all our great towns -the paro-
chial clergy, with the full concurrence of their
Bishops, had now for several years begn trying
on the summer evenings to add such migsfo

labours to their settled work, ' But it was obvious
that, if this work was to be done .thorqnglili,, we
must have new machinery ; and men must be led
to look upon the work as one to Which to dirgot
their chief efforts. . The.ordinary parochial min-

ister was already tssked up to his strength, and

.

there must be miesionary services to supplement

to aid him, and refresh themselves by speaking to
His people of the Gospel which their own hearts
loved. And men must be accustomed to train
themselves for such intercourse with labouring
people as the distinct office assigned to them in
the Church, preaching wherever thay could find
a congregation in that plain homely language
which reaches a labouring man®s heart. Experi-
ence had shown that this could be done, by God’s
help, as effectually by clergymen of the Church of
England as by any set of teachers. Their liberal
and refined education, well-used, was no impedi-
ment, but might be a groat help for this depart-
ment of Christ’s service. Missionary clergy were
wanted for the overwhelming population of this
diocese. Ag in the distant valleys and hill-sides
of other dioceses, where rough men are drawn to-
gether by hundreds, to have their dwelling place
for a time at the mouth of some mine, while it i3
be}ﬂg Wworked—or, more fleeting still, an army of
railway-labourers passes along a line of railway
in the course of jts formation, making their en-
tho Dment now in this parish, now in that—and
:he parochial clergy in both cases will, to meet

@ wants of this sudden influx of sojourners, re-

|joice if they oan be aided by men sent to do &

miesionary's work in the temporary encampment
—so in our London parishes, in Whitechapel, in
Spitalfields, in Deptford, indeed everywhere, there
is similar work to bc done.  Part of the popula-
tion is very ﬂuctqatmg, and that which is station-
ary cannot wait till churches are built and par-
ishes formed. Let missionary efforts be directed
to this work at once, and churches and parighes,
and all their due appliances for regular worship
and instruction, will follow in God’s good time.

WORKING OF THE HOME MISSION,

But these efforts must be saved from degenera-
ting into irregularity. They can be conducted
a8 'Well acoording to the strictest rules as in vio-
lation of them. The oouncil of the Diocesan
Home Misgion determined from the fizst to adopt
overy safeguerd ; -and, feeling that their business
was to aid, not in any way supersede, the minis-
trations of the parochial clergy, laid down as-one
of their first rules—that in each parish-they wounld
aot in each oase only with the sanction of the in-
cumbent—aund subject to such approval they have
a8 most of you are probably aware, directed their
efforts to two distinot objects. They have diring
the Jast year originated and paid all the expenses
attendant upon a number of special services for
the labouring poor, The condition on which they
‘have lent their aid in any district has been that
the-chureh placed at their disposal shall for the
particular occasion be thrown perfectly open,
without distinetjon, to all comers, and the work-
ing people have boen usually invited to come.in
| their - working dresses. The selection of the
.preachers is always made-by the Bishop, who, in
overy 389, submitsithe list for the approval jof
thre incumbent.of.the ehurch in which the services
are totake place.. The -suceess with which God
hasblessed these efforts, so far as it is right to
speak of Suesess after -only o single year’s trial,
mustbe judged of from the Report of the Couneil
of the Diocesan Home Mission. Several prelates
.and. many others of the ablest preachers in Eng-
Jend, bave kindly plaged their services: at my dis-
.posal on these occasions, and we have .qertainly
eenso:to thagk God, that during the past yesd &
Harge body of the labouring poor in this metropo-
lis, Who have not heard the Word of God for many
a long day, have, gnd that sometimes under very
touching and remarkable circumstances, been at-
tentive listenlers, and apparently hessty worship-

his efforts.. Labourers, well trained jn: God's
service, and accustomed ta such work, who cotld

. app rehl
Pers in our nhnrbhes;‘vgl‘ﬁe it'is-not too mueh‘to
say that a feeling of affoctionate regard seems to

be spared at intervals from a distance, must come

be growing amongst this cmrﬁgtkhthgmh



