
VOX WESLEYANA

THE COLOSSIAN HIERESY

That a hcrecsy existed' iii thec churclies
nceed nlot for our prescut purposc bc dis-
cusd. A vcr cursory reading of the
EPisties ivili be sufficient to convince any
one of the existence of a licrcsy. It will
soon becoîne <juite cvidcnt to the reader
that the Apostie. whlil.e giving his in-
struction to thc Colossiqns, to Tiniotlîy,
and T'itus, is constantly gtîarding against
sonie encniy of their orthodoxy and spir-
ituality. This eniny is îlot a incre mt
aphysical or doctrinal proposition, but an
actual living personality. or persoiiahtîes,
dangerously at work aniong the Chris-
tians of Crete, Ephesus and Colosse. The
Apostle, conscious of the presence et
these focs, dx.als out to thcrn in these
Episties strong blows of -argument and
denuinciation.

Taking the c\istence of a heresy in ail.
thc churclies concerncd as adinitted, wve
proceed to the work of etudcavoring to
finid out tîte relationship bctw'ecn. ithe.
hieresy ini the Colossion chiurcli and that
in the clitirches of tic pastoral Episties.
In vrder to gct at tliis in a systenmatical
inanner Jet us çonsider the subjcct uinder
the divisions, 1. Fornii. '2. Chiaracter. 3.
State of Devclopnicnt. .1. PossibIe
Source.

1. Rclatioiiship of tlic Heresies as to
Forai.-The consideration of this division
of the subject wvîll require niuch care. as
thce other miain divisions wvill be largely
inference front this. Accuracy of obser-
vation and co-relation litre wvill be o! a
grcat assistance in insuring corrcctniess in
the last tlirce.

As tlîe.pheciioiiiena- wvithi whichi WC have
to decal is scattcred througliout four dif-
fereîit Episties, ouir first stel) inust be to
classify tliese pliionncna.- according to
seemiing rescniblanccs. lit lookiiîg over
tlîe niatter to le classificd. We find four
nirs types of plicnoincnla. Thesc, for
convcîîic'cc sake, w.e shall cahl A,B.C,D.

The phcenonicna falling iii group A arc
mn Colosisans ; " lit wlin ye also wcre
circîîîîîcisedl, Il. Il. "Il1lotting Ont Uic
lialdwihg of ordinaniccs. etc.," N1. 14. L.

"Ltno inan judge you i nîcat or drink,
etc., Il, 16, f.; in pastoral Episties :"De-
siring to l)e teachiers of the lawv," 11, 7.
" Especially tlîey of the circunîcision,"
Tit. 1, 10. '"Giving heedl to Jewish, fables
and cominandinents of mnen, fighitings
about the law," Tit. 111, 9. "Conimand-
ing to abstain front nieats,"ý I, IV, 3.

The following plienoniena, having cer-
tain points of rescemblance diffcring front
tîmose in A, we put in a group B. lit
Colossiaxis inany statements respecting
certain forrns of Asceticisin, sucli as "wvîll
worslîip," "hiumility," and "scverity o! thui
body." In pastoral Episties, "Forbidding
to mliarry."

Again, as wc look over the field, %ve
find another class o! phenomena, quite dis-
tinct from both of the above, but stili
haviing such a close reseniblance to each
othier as to wvarrant us in putting tlîem
iii a group by theinselves. Group C con-
tains the following : Ia Colossians the
Apostle, whilc defending tlîe supreinacy
of Christ, uses sucli ternis as "niystcry,"
"itreasures of wisdoni and knowledge,"
"deluding with persuasiveness o! speech."
Again lie directly wvarns the people
aginst "pliilosophiyt, vain deceit," '.tlî
rudiments o! the world." In the pastoral
Epistles tliere arc '"The oppositions o!
science falsely so-callcdl," the "giviing
heed of fables and endless geieologies,"
'the doctrines of devil," "doting about
qucstîoniags and profane babbling."

lut the pastoral Episties wve fiad one
phenomiena, on whiclî scenis to have
notliing in Colossians teo wvliclî it is di-
rcctly relatcd. There wvas a section of
tlic clîurchi at Ephiesus, thîrc of wvlose
menibers are nanied, wivli spiritualized
the resurrection, saying tîmat it was past
alrcady. Thils case wvc put under cliss D.

In looking over thmese groups, WC <lad
in theni features sufficicntly distinct to
warrant us iii rnaking tliese differcat class-
ifications, and in i cch grcîup tlîc parts arc
closely cnougli connccted te be put ia one
class. lit the first division wce have iii
both Epistles attention callcd to ordin-


