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S te igilwayl somo tiftcen miles froni the groat centre
I)of Lancashiro inldustrY, are two littlO tranmps. It ils

Q.îlY iorîunig, and the raw Noveniber air strîkes cold and
.11ill into their puorly -clad limba. 'l'lie eldeat, a girl about
twelve ycars of tige, is pale and thin, witli a counitenance
Ettgigesttve of bad living and ili-usago. Her featurea are gootil
anti regîllar ; intelligcnce gcains front lier cyea ; but there 1
aCoivell. anxious expression in hcr face, as though on the

constanit look-out for a blow.
1ýy lier side, Nçîth IMl' iand tiglitly clasped inhors, is her

hlte brother, eighit years olci. Ilc, too, is thin and pale,
and bears signa of ncglect, if not ili-usage. Poor chljdren,
they are wandering front liotie iii search of a haven of peace
and safety.

They are the cliildrciî of a show% mnat namied Bulman, ivliose
,ellowv caravan lias foiIo"' ed tho round of country fairb fur
îîiajny ycar.s. A mi of %iolent passions and addicted tu
clriik, he lias, by bis brutal beliaviour, driven ]lis nîeek,
loviig wife to lier grave, and lus chidren from home. Drink
lias beconie bis ruliiig passion, anid a long series of cruel bocat-
Iîigs liav'iig teriiîiîiated ini an onelaught upon lis tinid chili1,
ivlicli tlireateiîed lier youiig life, a neiglibourly showvmaii lbait
carriet lier sEnscless forn fromn the caravan in the niglit, antd,
aiter bathinîg lier brîîised anti bleeding limb.a, had put lier aîîd
lier brother to liedl ; lie andci s goodI-lieartcul wifc bleeping
lip1 on, thte floor of their wagon iii order to give tîte cliîldrenl tlîe

red tiyeulc. litîcarly morniiig, after a good break-

îast, tlîcîr friendl had advised thei to tramp to Màanchester,
ii order to avoid a Niorse faite, tlîeir father being past hope.
l.uriiîsliiiig tiein Nvith a littlo nioney anti a littie food to ett
(-a tircir 1% ay, the sbuwnuan put tîteui oit tbeir journey, and
biidîîîg thîem kecep ut) a good bcart, liad iislicd theni well,
Fayîng to litiself as hýe left thiei :"I Poor littie 'uns ; it's wery
bairil, it is, but tbey caiî't <are worse titan tliey have, and
they may do better. "

The lîttle tramps trndge along the damp highway, the keen,
hîtiug air nipping their bands and faces. iMattie tries to bc
clîcerful and liopeful, but feels ready to cry at hîaving left bier
fathter and Ironie, bail and poor as they Nwere.

IlMattie, wbhere are we going, and wlîy aren't we in the
ivagon ?" ashks Willie.

, You woîî't cry, dear, if I tell you ; wvill you ?"
"N Z."y
"Welh, wo are running away from fatlier, " with a stitied

soli.
"What for, Mti '
"lecanse ie boeat nme so dreadfully Ipat niglit. Tbey

thouglit 1 wii't dead. 1 arn so sore, and my limbs do an ache.
Mr. Wi'lliamns said we must run away, as father miglit killilus
botlî snme niglit wvlen lie was tiposy.

IlDid ho hurt yon mueli, Mýattie',
fi Yes, dear ; more tItan ever before ; lie didn.'t know wlîat

lie Was doing, an we niustn't think bad of him."
'Ihiink bail oi hini ! titis cbiid -%vith an angel's hecart,

wouhd blle gone back thoen, whilst ber pour littie
lîead anid arma and legs were aclîing and stiff witli his
ruffiaîîly blows, and have kissed him, inivardly forgiving andi
iriIIiDý to trust hini again. But sie felt site was coigrgî
ln takîng WiI]iý3 away from slicl sceiies. Ife niiglit perlîaps
boat him on some of theso occasion, thon ber heart wotild
breakz, alie thouglit. Yes, they would go on. So on tliey go,
sîowly foliing the bend of tire road, asking their way every
liow aîîd thon, and meeting many a surprised look as they tell
their destination. Many and various are tlie questions Wiilie
asks: idWliat sort of a place are tlîey going to, and wliat are
they goiDg to (o0?" It passes the tume on a littie, and makes
the jnnrney leas wearisome to Mattie trying to answer liim.
She bas to draw upon lier imagination a good deal, but it
satisfies the cbild, and no harîn is donc. They*stop bere and
there at the milestones, and rest, without unclerstanding the
significance of the inscription upon theni. After traveliing'what
seeinsto botiîavery great way, Willicsayslie is liungry, se tliey
stop by a little ivy-covered ehurcli, and the gato being open,
Mattie leada the way to a low, flat tombatone, and they ait
down and cat somne of the food the showman's wife gave themn.
The chureli and the graves make Mattie tbink of lier unother,
dead and buried in a sirnilar place, and tear8 corne into her

eyes ab' slie thlîîîks how lo.nehy anti fuieridîcas thcy w ill hù

After restiîig awhihe tbcy, again set ont oit tliiir j'uîntey
i'itlî nîaiiy a stoppage they mailae o kî'ep) it 11p ioutil itîglît
coints on, anti it ta quite clak.'1iyarboitrcict ii
rootsore. Wihhio says hie cantiot %%vaIk aîîy furtîicr, anidi ia
frightened uit being oit theo dark lîlayl'y thit iittlt.
Nlattuc, too, is stili anîd %w tar3, 'but tS aiitii to g", a littii
f urtlier, boîàing tîîcy inay cconte to asoitie ;t)ttaige %% litre tbcy
cari reat. -;le ki.ses hon brother an.1 bills hrut itt Cry andt
try to ho brave a littie longer. lii a w%.liîv tîaey q(u a I libt
4. ig îîot fanr off. Encouralgetl, tlity huitl titi t' 'mards it.
t? tney dnaw near, a flood of lh,.I.t îtr rtus e [ldark rai
anti reveais <rom an open tlour tift tiiii mai ni iiittrior %of a
wayside cottage.

IOh, thîttie, if [bey w'ouhc oiîhy lct lts go in, 1 ain so ch
and tireti," says Wiiiie, Iookîing at'iufs tire roa.vitb thli6 ,,t,
cheerfîtil oomn.

Su.mniouiig ou) lier courage, M'attieu io5t5 tire niaI, aiti
tapping tîîuidly at the door, stands %vtb bcatiiug hCai t waitiné,
for soute one to aisw or beri. A Montianî witti a 11111iit lic.r
arina appears, andi seciiîg t%%o chîititsit~uii in the c d1l,
exclainis, Id Mercy 011 is, cîtildrin, w it ru lie -,i Riie frui
on stîcli a ii 'lit as titis ?",

4If you plcase, -ive are colt1 anti tireci ; wce liait hu-it walk.
ittg ahl day ; wl 1 you let lis reat and wuît*iii ottrauli t.a a bit'
say-s Mattie, lookiiîg eagerhy intu tire Nionian's iuu

..'Bless nIe, yes, colite iin, and weheoiuc."' ýSu tliçy folluti
lier anti stand tiînidhy inside tîte cinor.

::ay, dots't ho frighteîici, conite uip to theu flre," gi iîîg
Mattie a chair anti phacing a b'tUl by [bu lire <ur Witllte [o bit

itIot.
"Y oîi'l ho hungry, I darcsay, " says tlie w'otiaît, goittg to the

cup'ooard and fthusiecrîik udiel-î~ tî. ,at
hidciing thern cuit whîile they reat and wvaritîîii îLvs Site
la naturally curions to knoiv Nvhat tliey are tluiug w.hiî~al
day. Niattie, gaining courage, explaitu as %% cIl as site ci u
it la tbey Niave mun awvay frotît boitte. 'fhle wvoiîaii*'s
sympatby ia roused, and on bier husband's coutiig into tlie
rmont, she sayai:

"IJohn, Iieie's two poor littie eues, Nyithout inother, have
huall to run aivay front a bad father, vho beaus 'exti. 'f lîy
are .going to Manchester. Cau't [lic givo 'cit a lîl t
to'nigltit?"

"'Aye, I daresay I can. Run away froin a bail father, bave
they ? thîat's a pity, it is."

IlWbat time shahl tbee stant, Johnî V
"WhViy, about twelve, an ab [o get to tih, nîarket about

tbree. "
" «Thon [bey can have a nice shecp by the lire for an hitr c.,r

two ; it wiii rest and warm, 'cm. "
So wihen tbey hiave finisheti their breaîî.and-mihk, she pulls

an old.fasbuoned sofa towarcls the f ire ; giiig thfe baby to lier
busband to lîold, ahe puts Matto at unu euti atd WVillic at
the other, and throws a big sbhawl o% cr thc.uu, aîîd bids tilt i
sleep until the wagon is reaîly.

Oh ! bow warm and cheerfilti he rîîcldy fire looked after thte
cold, dark highîvay ; htow lirighthy [lue laînp btsneid ; liow
Merrly [the crcet chirtied ; houa' homely and Conifortablc
the cottagen and bis wife lookcd-he cjnîctly smoking lits jolie0
in thie cbimney'corncr, shie rocking ber- baby to bshelp, while
sIte steadily piied ber knitting-ntethlcs. Maattic, as blue
took ln the wvanmth axîd comtfort of thue b.-tiie, M1l <ast
asieep.

At tîvelve o'chock the wagon stand~s uit ti.c dor ready
ioaded with vegetaliles. It is Fricîay ciighit, :.iîd tlîty arc
iutended for the earhy.inlorrning mîarket at bliidc 'ill. M\att,u
and bezr brother are roused up, and fintl tire oottager sat at
table ciinking coflue and eatîng hru-ad-aîîi.btîtcer. Dis %Ilît
gives tîteni each a mug, anti bids thîcut thruîk iLt ,, kuil, tlitiîi
warn ; thoen the iamp is takien to thie dloor, autîl th,' ru stands
the wagon, wvith two horses attached, thie (,nt! befcre tire
otiier. At the top of the loatl the co[tageî' niaLes a lholîow,
and spreada some baga ; bis wife lifts Mattie aii, W~illic up,
one uit a tume, and tbey are drawn up by hier liiubbiiici, aîîd
deposited in [lie lioilow, and coveretI -%ath ait old wtohhen
shiawi. Mattie wraps it wcii1 about thotu, uutally tovetltg
Willie'sg head, sn as to keep eff [ho raw niglît air.

WThen all is ready, the carter hlds [hein kccp quie't, saying
tliey need not lie afraid of falling off ; then t cauks bis w'hiij,
and thie wagon starts off at a slowv Iace on tt, journey. 'l bey
soon get cosy and warm, and <ahI asleep, snd do nut awake
until [lie wagon stops at its destination."
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