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AXNUAL COLLECTION FOR MINISTERS'
WIDOW'S AND ORPIIAN'S FUND.

By appointment of Synod this collection, the
last for the Eeclesiasticnl year, should be made
on the third Sabbath of the current month. It
is desirable that the time fixed by the Synod
should be observed, and due notice given to
the several congregations on the preceding
Sabbath. In some cases it may be impractiea-
ble to take up the collection on the day speci
fied, but in such casesnny other suitable day
may be chosen,

Itis unnecessary to urge the duty of liberality
with reference to this collection, The object
is one thut will commend itself to the juig.
ment and feelings of every considerate and re
flecting member of the Church.  We have rea-

sou to thank God for the success which has at- i

tend the cfforts of the Church to institutea
fund for the widowsand orphan children of her
mimstera, The accumulated fund has now
reached £6000, but when we take into account
the rapidly increasing number of ministers, the
claims on the fund now existing, and the greatly
auvgmented cluims which may be Jooked for in
coming years, this amount cannot be regarded
as constituting a sufficient and safe basia, The
burden, it should ulso be remembered, is not
borne alone by the congregations, Thereisa
yearly payment due by each Minister.

We trust then that the collection appoinied
by the Synod for the third Sabbath of this
month will be attended to 1n all the congrega-
tions of the Chureh, and that, as in former
years, it may bea liberal one.

INVITATION TO PRAYER—SEASONABLE
SUGGESTION.

The importance of the following remarks
Justifics us in giving them this prominent place.
We regard the subject as peculiarly deserviog
of attention, aud doubt not the remarks of
the writer will commend themseives to_the
approval of our readers,

Mz, Evtror,—Permit  me, through your
pages, very respectfully to call attention,
especially on the part of sinisters of the Gos.
pel, to what seems a duty of the time, We
are now approaching the season peculiarly
interceting, nov to the agricultural laborer
alone, Lut to the country generally. *Even
the king himgelf lives by the field” And
always dependent as we arc on the Almighty
Giver, it must have been remarked, that in all
gquarters & greater importance than usuul is
uttached to the prospective ingathering of the
present year.  From the specch of 1lis Excel-
lency the Governor, at the opening of Parlia-

.meut, downwards, every liope of returning
prosperity to the commuuity, expressed in
word or writing, turus largely on the issue
of the next hurvest. While politiciuns muy
vary as to the causes of the distress so gon-
erully felt, a1l will agree that the issues of
prosperity and adversity are ultimately in
the hands of the Supreme Disposer. And

[ would respectlully suggest the query,
whether the temporal  interests ot the
Provinee, und in particular our industrinl and
agricultural interest, should not vecupy now,
or forth with, u larger share inthe prayers of
the sanctuary 2 The chief place being nlways
given, as it ought to be, to what imnwdiulv]_)‘
concerns the kingdom of God and the righ-
teousness thereof, we, however, do ot honor
God the less, but only the more, when we
ask of Him also, a8 he has bidden us do, the
former and the lutter rains; aud they who do
not acknowledge lim in reference to their
temporal concerns, forget a part of the beanti-
ful prayer which our Saviour has taught us to
use: *“Give us this day our daily bread.”

I am aware thut the subject i3 not altogether
neglected.  Some churches have held special
meetingsinonths ago, both for humiliation and
thanksgiving, and on such oceasions the judg-
wents of the Almighty have been deprecated,
sins ncknowledged, and mercica—bot L apirit.
al and temporal—invohed.  Rut I submit
thut, in the present erisis, more ia called for,
And | feelusaured, that they who have alieady
been regarding most devoutly the hand of God,
will not be behind others in responding af.
firmatively to the invitation: * Come, et us
pray before the Lord ! Permit us, then, to
suggest, that particulsr and fervent supplica.
tion should yet be made, n the couttry’s be.
half, to Hiwm who teacheth the husbandman
discretion, and who reserveth for us the ap-
pointed wecks of the harvest. 1 shrink from
presuning to name one Sabbath, on which all
ight be asked to join simultaneously with
heart and lip in speciul pleadings, having the
object 1 refer to in view.,  Some have
spoken of the last Sabbath of the ap.
proaching month of Murch as must seasonable,
though 1 need not suy that, none would dream
of suggesting that intercessions of this kind
should be restricted to any particular day,
But, no doubt, united and, as far as possible,
simultaneous prayer, touching a common
interest, has a teudency to evoke (when one is
conscious of such sympathy) deeper feeling than
I)rayer detached sand oceasional. My object,
owever, will be eubstantially guined, if,
whether on the same day, or on diverse days,
the matter huve due attention given to it

1 regretted that the proposal of a day of
special humiliation and prayer, under sanction
ot a recommendation of the Government, wus
not gone into, Nor is the present suugestion
made as any substitute for what, I think,
should have been so recommended and ob-
served. What is now propused would still
Liave appeared a duty additioual at this senson,
andisonly themore incumbentin the ahsence of
sach an uppointuent.

Finally, 1 need not say how full the IHoly
Scriptures are of encouragement to such ex-
crcises. One can hardly open the Book of God,
especiully those parts which exhibit the deal-
ings of Divine Frovidence and Grace with
communities of men, without sceing that it is
accepiable to the Almighty to ackuowledge
His suprene government over all our affairs
and interests, and that Ile has promised his
gracivus interpositions and copious blessing to
those who prayerfully “*prove Him, and put
him,inremembrance,” and etir one anothier up to
seek his face, *

1 am, respectfully yours,

M. WILLIS,
Toronto, 18th Feb,, 1859.

TWO CRYING EVILS—THE OPIUM
TRAFFIC AND THE LIQUOR
TRAFFIC.

At the present moment the attention of the
Caristian Chureh, on Loth sidesof the Atluutic,

onary Record.

is intensely fixed on the present cirenmstances

67
und futire prospeets of Indin and Clina, In
the one country the dreadfu) storm which
swept to auddenly ucrves it, Learing sad ravag-
es in its train, has had the effect, now that
the atmosphere is ngain becoming elearer, and
the tempest has spent itself, of directing Chiris-
tian attention and drawing forth fur deeper
sympathy, and far more powerful misionary
efforts, than were witnessed] in tune paete
Already several of the Churches aud Missionary
Societics have mnde preparations for ve enfore-
ing their missionnry 3taff, nnd thus out of pre-
sent evil great spiritual good will, in the pro-
videnze of God, be educed.  In the other coune
try to which we refer, facilitiea for misionary
eftort, and openings for cotmercial jinterconrse
ure now found where formerly all was exelu.
sivenessand jealousy, Wethunk God for these
chunges. We own his hand in the accomplish-
ment of thenr,  1le maketh the wrath ung the
covetousness of men to praise Mim, and
maketh all things to work together for ool

There is, however, ane thing which is ocea-
sivninyg uncasinesa and ansicty to muny Chris-
tians who are deeply interested in the cleva
tion and the spivitual p ogress of these nations
We refer to the opium trade, Disastrous will
be the consequences, if Britain takes advaptage
of the opportunities which, in the provi-
dence of Gad, she now enjoys for pushing her
commerce in China, for the purpose of intro-
ducing opinm, which, according to the testi-
mony of well informed missionaries and resi
dents, has wrought and is still working such
fatal cffects among the people. According to
the statement of a writer apparently wel) in-
formed, which lately appeared in the columns
of the Edinburgh Witness, or rather according
to the statement of the special correspondent
of the Zimes, which is quoted by the writer
referred to, Indian opium to the amount of
$24,000,000 had been smuggled into China
during the year, while not more than
4,000,000 worth of DBritish manufictures
had been sold. The same writer states that
the vietin s of opium-smoking nre now counted
by millions in the southern states of Chins,
white the trade has not yet reachied these dis.
tricts in which ports are to be, for the firat
time, opened to our commerce.  If, when these
new ports are opened, Britizh merchants shall
intredice the deadly drug, the conscquences
will be most calamitous. No wonder that
there is jealousy on the part of the Chinese
Emperor.  No wonder that there is auxicty on
the part of Christians who take a right view of
this mntter, and who are carnestly secking the
destruction of this erying evil. We trust the
matter will be taken up more stiongly than
ever, and that the Govervment will beinduced
siucerely and effectuaily to interfere.  There is
reason to believe that the opium trade isa
curse, not only to the Chinese who are the
consumers, but to the Hindus who rtaise it
Lony ago it was declared to be highly prejudi-
cial to the foreign trade of Bengal. For the
sake of India then, aud foi che sake of Chiua



