The Canaviar

hilfpennyj ate pulled across to the island.  * 0a Janding. they immedi-
ately tepair to the prior, humbly ask his Hlessifig . thenee to St P'stnek’s
aliar, where, kficeling down, they say one Pater, one Ave, and cu epeed :
riting up, they-kisa the stone af the aftar, and Fom e g o . the
chapel, where they say three Paters, thres Aves, sml oo crred Then,
bagining at a corner of the chapel, they walk remnd it and 31 Patink's
aliar soven times, saying a-deead ihat'is, ten Ave Mary's and oue '
tetningter) every rouml.  In first nandJdont corenit they kiss the croes that is
hefore the chapel door, and touchi it with their shonlders (he Iast airemt.
afier which they go to the penitentinl beds, evory s of which they sur-
round thrice, ontwandly saying three Paters, three Aves, 3md one creed

‘Theii knceling, they say threo Paters, thrce Aves, sl one creed, alier
which they enter the bed, and cireniting it thrice in the insude, they say
thirco Paters, tliree Aveg, and one vreed.  All this most be performed at
cach bal™ I shall now give you n short extmet from their ewa * Pil-
grimage of Jwugh Dergh, approved and wriea by B. D Page xii

chap. 4. Ol the etations about the seven penitential beds, Those
soven-beds are little cells that are dedivatsd 19 soven suinte,  T'he first to
£t Brenan, the sccond to St Catherine, the thirnd to St Bridget, the
fourth to St Columuy, the ifth to ®t. Patrick, the sixth 1o St Avit, the
seventh to St. Blosses”  Leaving tho beds, they go to the water's vdge

As soon as they arrive here, the abovesmentioned buok ditecta a8 fol-
lows :—=(P'age 11} ** I'o nvnid, therefore, the game doom with the wicked
we go fotnd the stones standing in the water three times to satisfy fur
the sing of our will, memory, and understanding, faying, in the meantime,
fivo Paters, five Aves, and one creed, to redeemn the punishment Jue to
the #iis of our_five outward senses, then lumbly kneeling on_the sliarp
stones (1 ! ! 1) and fixing our gonfidence and hope in-Josus Chirist, the
comnor stone, wo éay five other Paters, five Aves, and one eroed, that we
may._cxtract remedics from his five saered- wounds against the trangres-
sions of our five gacred senses, from whenee we ndvanceto n round stone
at a distanco out in the lough, on which we stand to signify that we begone
thing of God, to wit, life cverlasting,” Paal. xxiv. * From the watr
they return to tho chapel, when they repeat the lady’s paalters (which
consists of fifty Aves and five Paters, or aceording -to some, one hundred
and fifty Aves-and fificen Paters;.” «This paalter or rosary of the
bleased virgin® they repeat in the chapel, * first thanking God, who 1s
mngnificd and axceeding pleased with penance, by whose power and di-
¥ino assistance we trinmphed victoriously, having thrown the horse and
the rider (the devil and sin!™! 1) iuto thasen.” Exodus xv., ride * Pil-
grimage,’ page 16. And thus they finish our station, which must be
perfotmed ‘thrice a-day, about sun-rising, noon, and sun-sctting—no
other food, but, as wa have said before, bread and water, with a little of
tha wing, being allowed them.

On the third day the prior put-the pilgrims-into the prison—a place
into which the daylight is not permitted to enter, and which has been
substituted for the cave, in which, from its clorencasand want of suflicient
air, many persous, from time to time, lost their senses, and gome their lives,
in consequenco of which it was shut up in the year 1630, by an order of
the Lord Justicés. It was opened again in the reign of James 1L, and a
now cavo hollowed out of the rock. Tt remained so till shout the yoar
1781, when it was closed -by order of the prior, who considcred it dan-
gerous, on account of the number of persont who crowded into it at once,
in order that, by the sufferings thoy endure in it, they mght egeape the
torments to be inflicted on them in another world, from shich ereum-
stance it-appears that they considered their cscapo as proportionate to
the suffering endured in the eave.  "T'his chapel or prison house i ealled
8t Patrick’s, In this they remain twelve hours (formerly they had to re-
main twenty-fouf). During this tima they are allowed no refreahment,
and are prevented even from answering the necessitics of naturo ; but,
above all thingy, they are not allowed to sleep, the prior teling them
that, if they do, the dovil will certainly carry them away, In order that
nature may not betray them into such pleasant compuny (for this is
place of penance, not pleasure), ono of their number s selected, who, for
the period-allotted him, keeps them awake by adwinistering to them a
slight tap with r smart rod, which kind office they reccive with grateful
acknowledgenients.  After coming out of prison they repair to the water,
and, « plunging in, washing their heads and bodies, to signify that they
are washed and cleansed from sin, and hava broken the dragon’s head in
tho waters; and that, even as the children of lsrael lelt their enemies
drowned in the Red Sca, 80 should they leave their spiritual cncmies
drowned in this Red Lough, by which we are buried with Christ unto
death, that with him we might rise again to cternal glory, which I car-
nestly bescech our most merciful God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to
both me and you. Amen.”  Vide « Pilgrimage,” page, 19.

‘This ended the ceremony by which theso souls say they are regencrated
and made mect for heaven. The entira outlay, including the 64d. for
the ferry, is only 1s. 4}d., which pays all expenses, cven for the wine,
However, if you wizh'to bo generous, youmay. Before concluding, T
should eay that thisstation is rendered one of great celebrity by a scrmon
preached in favour of it by Pope Benediet XIV.

Now, my dear young friends, what are your feflections afier reading
this statement, I cannot tell ; but Ifeel persuaded your first act ought to
be one of thanksgiving to God that you possess so many privileges—
have been reared in & christian land, where, unclouded by superstitious
mystery, the truth of God. is proclaimed in simplicity and honesty, and
-have had God-fearing parents to point you to- the Lamb of God who
alone can take away the sin-of the world. Your second act cught to be
one of prayer—that He would pour down such blessings upon the preach-

Presvpterian FWagasine,
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ing of the word a8 thers wonld 0ol bo tosm 1o eontain=tbat the 1isly
Emnt might eSenize lus powetful influrace 0 calling from darkmes in
bight the po ot warn-hearied {nsh peasaniry . and that, whers they aro
pow the willing setvants of an, thy imght becono veascls of h mowr,
hised 1or the VMiastre srvee  Now, 11 vt perform-these acts 10 the
Proper sarit; | am sare yon wid oot forget the thind, whieh is-=to affand
Youl peeumary asastamce to the groat work that i« gomg ob [t 18 writs
ten ~slehalitfu wnung®  ® Wheseever shall calf wpon the name of the
Lol shali b soved = Dt 1t as ales sermten. * [low shiall they esll on
Him whom they have ot ielieved I snd * How shali they balieva in
Hem of whom-they have not-heard ¥ amd @ -{low shall they hare withe
ot a preacher ;7 and * How shall they preseh exeept they ke gont I
Now some preachers have been * sent” aleeady, and bave preached the
wordin localiues where it lind porliaps never before been lieand, or whero
&t Jeant it eoptainly liad uot been hoand-for yonrs; and the Tiearors have e«
hevelhave witneseed among their untelieving fieads n gowl confos-
sicn, and in ineny wsatces, have been msttmmental in the hamd of the
Lord of winmng thein over to the lord'sside  Now [ clitreat you as
you have expericaced the blessed eoffects of the Goapel an your own
hienrts and in your swn-countey, send the-Gospel o my countrymon=by
the thankuloces you feel towands God for the privileges yon enjoysxhy
the comfert you feceive from lns holy word=by your hagpy christian
hemes—by the Incorated knces and linggard faccx of Irigh pilgrimse-by
the wickedncss which prevasis=by the horriblo sgences eunctedeby the
thsinal hearths of the poor Irish ; and, above all, by their 1gnorance of
the word of UGed and of thic means of aalvation from gtornal misoty—l
fmplote you to licar the ery that ia now comng to you from Iralaad,
* Comie over and holp us”

DEATIIL.OF FRANCESCO MADIAL IN PRISON IN FLORENCE.

B

The Church of Rome has had another victim,  To the endless list of
those whose lives sliec hias exncted, thicre is now 10 be adided one of the
two Madiai, Francesco, who hasjust expired in the prison of Florence,
from the combiaed effects of the closeness of his confincinent in the
tlangeon to which he was consigued by popery, anid the severity of the
labour to which he was sulyected. Nothing short of his death would
satiate the vengeful xpirit of the Romieh eliurch, nor is it hikely, unless
some steong pobitical pressute from some of the European powers be ape
phied 1o the Grand Duke, who.is the veriest slave of the priests, that the
surviving wife will ever cruss the door of her dungeon a living woman.

Uur renders are aware of the *erime” for which the Maidai were
doonied, the wile to-forty.six, and the husband to fifty-four monthe’
imprisonment and hard labor. That crime was netlier more fior Jess
than the gimple reading of the bible in the privacy of their humble abode.
For that offeace the husband has paid the penalty of his hfe,  He paid it
cheerfully. lle never murmured nor repined at his cruel doom,  ‘I'hat
Divine Power which endowed liim with strength 10 renounce the errors
of Romantsm, enabled him, with a calinness and resignation which have
never been surpaszed, to suffer and to die for lus prnaiples.  The ven-
geance of hia pnestly peraccutors followed him to his dungeon, and clam-
ored loudly until it got hialife ; but 1n the midst of all his sufferings, and
in the hour of dissolution, he was happy—happicr Iar than the ducal
prince, or any of his miisters, at whose instance the sentence waa pagsed,

It miay not be known to all our readers that the Madiai were impris
soned in’a loathsome dungeon tén months before the gentencr was passed
on them, and that all that time, as well as in-the intervemng months, they

{ never were permitted 10 see each other. I'o show the spurit i which

these poor pious people met the fate 10 which the relentless apirit of the
Church of Rome subjected them, we reprint the following letter, written
by Rosa Madini to her husband, on the Tth of June, the day before the
sentence of forty-six months’ imprisonment, in & dark and dismal dungeon,
with hard labour, was passed on her, nnd fifty-four months’ imprisonment
in a simitar dungeon, with hard labour, on her husband 1 —

« My dear Madiai—You know that I have always loved you, but how
much more ought I to love you now that we have been together in the
hattle of the Great King—ihat-we liave been beaten but not vanquished.
1 hope that, through the merits of Jesus Christ, God our father will have
accepted- our testimony, and will give us grace to drink, 1o the last drop,
the portion of that biter cap which is prepared for ue, with returning of
thanks. My good Madiai, life i3 only a day, and & day of grief, Yei-
terday we were young, to day we are ofd! Neverihless, we can say,
with old Simeon,* Lord, now Iettest thy servant.depart in peace for mine
eyes have seen thy salvation.

“ Courage, my dear, since we know by the Holy Spirit, that this Chriat,
loaded with opprobnium, tredden down and calumniated, is our taviour ;
and we, by Iis holy lightand power, are called to defend the Holy Cross,
and Christ who died for-us, receiving His seproaches, that we may af:er-
wards participate in His.glory. Do not fear if the_punishment be hiard.
God, who maide the chains fall from Peter, and opened the-doors of his
prison, will never forget us. Keep in good-spirits; let.us trast entirely
inGod. Let me see you cheerful,as I truet, by the same grace, you wiil

-see me cheerful. 1 embrace you-with my whole heart.
Your affectionate wife, Rosa Mapsar”

To make any observations on suchi a letter would only weaken jts
force, Who can-resd it without-emotion—more especinlly now that he
to whom it is addressed is no more, while she by whom it was penned is
atill in chains in the loathsome dungeon from which_ it was written 2



