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says the objector. Thus we are put to the proof to account for scme
believing and some not believing—the oljecting fricnd not considering
that it is still more difficult to account for some receiving the gospel
and others not % an assembly where the Spirt/ comes down. Mr.
A., for example, sits in the sante pew with kis neighbor Mz. B., and
Mr. A. has faith sent to him by a direct outpouring. itis said, while
Mr. B. who sits by his side is as fuithless asever. Who solves this
mystery 2 But, as we have hinted, such conversions did not take
place even in the daysof miraculous power. The objection however
we wholly discard on this ground : that instead of all this philosophy
why certain parties do net believe and others do believe, we should
make the inspired word “the man of our counsel,” and cease all
attempts to thwart its obvious teaching ty subtle queries or popular
puzzles. The questionis, Did the Spirit in the days of the apostles
come down upon unbelievers to give them faith?—and it is more
wise to decide this question by an appeal to the scriptures than to
gpeculate about why some have faith and others have no faith. You
see this clearly, reading friend, do you not?

There is a greater objection still. I have feft the Spirii) says a
pious friend. Have you felt it 2—how do you know ? There are
~false spirits” the apostle tells as,and he learns us “to try the spirits”
for the purpose of surely knowing ~whethor they are of God.”  Feel-
ings eannot always be trusted  Saui e/t that he should offer sacri-
fice at Gilgal. but he lest his kiagloe byit.  Theman of God, | Kings
xiil, felt that ke must crediv a spinit that proved a lying one ; and God
took hig life fur acting aceording .-, iiia feelings when 1t was contrary
to his express comma;d.  U'loiejelt that he should give up to the
Jews “that innocent one™ Jesun; but ke lived a poor life and dieda
miserable death because of it. ThLe Jewish people fe/t that they
should erucify the Lord of Glory; but they were seattered to the
four quarters of the globe for their sin, and they are sitil despised
wanderers by reason of this offence in doing as their feelings promypt-
ed. The Adventistsfelt that the Lord Jesus would appearin A\pril
1843 ; but every one of them in thus feeling was deceived. Joseph
Smith the Mormon et that he was to meet Christ on earth and be
with him inthe great City; but he was sentinto eternity by a mus-
ket ball.  Quaker ITicks felt that Jesus never was on earth st all,
and that the whole story of his birth, miracles, and death is an alie-
gory or figure ; and he made a party by this spirit that was in him.
All these felt the spirit or something else ; but the spirit in evers
case was spurious. Reader, let me kindly eay that the spirit of de-
lusion is the most popular and influential spirit of thie times.

But there is a mightier and weightier objection than all others.
Many—very many—almost all—balicve that the Spirit works ab-
stractly to convert the sinner ;—few, very few, believe otherwise;
and what almost every ene says. must, it is suppesed, be true. lere.
deai reader, we would rather side with Paul, “Let God be true and
every man 2 liar.” Look back upon the past. Noah walked with
(rod—the world was against Loth God and Noauh, Elijah of old
served God—the many served Baal. Would you nef choose Flijah's
side? Jesus had few sterling friends. and the high priest of the
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