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of our waturity.’

Iwagine such sontiments so  expressed by
a tall sustero lady, with high manlv features,
prereing dark eyes, a front of jot-black hair
cotng luw down on a somewhat furrowed
brow. Cougin Jobn says all dark women
arc melmed to by cross; and I own I
think wo blondes uave the best of it as far as
good-temper is concerned. My aunt 18
not altered in the slightest degrov from what
sho wag then. She dresses invariably in
gray silks of thio mnoset delicato sLades and
texture ; carries spectacles low down upon
her nosv, where they oan bo of no eurthly
uso except fpr iuspeotion of the carpot ; and
wears luvender kid'gloves at all hours of tho
dsy snd:night—for Aunt Deborah- iayvain of
her hand, and greservas its whitencss as a
mark of her bith and parentage. Most
families hiave a crotchot of some sort on
whuch they plume themselves ; some will
houst that their scions rejoice, ono ana all, in
long nosus ; others estectn * the attenuated
fraudes winch they béquehth to ‘therr *des-
ceudants as the wost precious of legaqus;
one would not part with his family equint
for tho finest pair of oyes that ever adornéd
an Andalusian maiden; another ckerishes
Tus bereditary gout as a prictless patent of
nobility ; and even-insanity is prized in pro-
portion to the tenacity with which it olings
10 s particular race. So the Horsinghams
never ceuse tnlking of tho Horsingbam band ;
aud it I want to get anythivg out of Aunt
Deborah, 1 bave only to lend her a pair of
my gloves, and agologise to Ler for their
being eo large that she can put both hands
into one.

Now, the only thing we ever fall out about
is what my aunt calls propriety. I had a
French goveruess once, who left because_ I
pinned the tail of Cousin’s kite to her skirt,
and put white mice in her work-box ; und
she was always lecturing me sbout what she
catled les convenances. Aunt Deborah don't
speak much Frencl, though she says she
understands it perfectly, and she never lefs
mu slone about propriety. When I came
howe from church that rainy Sunday with
Colonel Bingham, under his umbrella (a

cotton oni), Aunt Deborah lectured me on.

the impropriety of such a tmng—though the
Colonel is forty, if be is a day, and told me
repeatedly be was a ¢ safe old gontleman,’ I
diun’t think him atall dangerous, I'm sure. I
xodo u raco against Bob Dashwood the other
morning, once round the inner ring, down
Rotten low, to finish in front of Apsley
House, and beat bim all to ribmde-.wasn"t
it fun 2 And didn't X kick the dirt in his
face? Helook likea well that had boen
fresh plaster<d when he pulled up. I don’t
know who told Aunt Dechorah. It wasu’t
thie conchman, for be said he wouldn't ; but
shie beardt of 1t somehow, and, of course, sho
said it was improper and unladylike, and
oven unfeminine, as if anytbhing a woman
dovs can be unfemmine, = I know Bob
drdn't think so, though ho got the worst of it
oavery way.

’J‘gy be Eyure. we women are sadly kept down
i thns world, whatever wo shall be in the
next, Ifthey would only let us try, I think
we could beat the lords of the _creation,
as they call themselves, al everything they
undertake.  Dear me, they talk  about
our weakness and vanity ;—why, they
never koow  their  own minds for
tw uinutes fogether; and a8 for vanity,
oni) tell a man you think him good-looking,
auu Lo talls in love with you directly ; or 1t
that is tuv great a bosnce—and indeed very
fow ot thun have theslightest preteusions to
beauty—you need only Dine that he rdes
galluntly, or waltzes nicely, or wears neat
bouti,, and 1t will do quite as well. I recol-
Ject perfeetly that Cousin Kunly made her
groat wnrnugze—gve thousand 2 year and
the chavee of & baronetcy—by telling bier
partuer i a quadnlle, quite inocently, that
she should kpow his figure anvwhere. The
muu had a huwp, ni.d one leg shorter thay
the sthor; but be thouglst Ewmily was dyiug
sor e, and proposed witbin a fortnight.

good teeth, and a tresh color,rand loals of
toft brown bair, and not a bad figuro—so my
dressmakor tells me ; though I think myselt
Llook best in a riding-Labit. Altogether
youcun't call that a perfeot fright} but,
nevertheless, I think if I might I would
chango places with Cousin John. Ho has
no Aunt Deborahto bo continually preaching
propriety to him. He éun go out_ when he
Jikes withiout bging quéstioned, and 'oorié in
‘withoat being scolded. Hé can sWagger
about wherever ho ohooses without the most
odious of encumbrances called a chaperone H
and though I suouldn’t core to smoko af
‘many cigars as ho does (much as I like the
smell of them in the open air), yet I confess
it must be delightfully independent to have
8 lateh-key.

I often wonder whetker other peoplethink
Cousin John good-looking. I Have known
him so long, that I believe I can hardly besa
fair judge.  He is fresh-coloréd, to bie gure,
and square, and rather fat, aud when he
smiles, and shows all Liis white tecth, lie has
a very pleasant appearanco ; but T think I
admire a man who looks more of 8 roue—
not like Colonel Bingham exactly, whose
fao0e is all wrinkles and whiskers, but a Little
care worn and dejaded, as if ho was accus-
tomed to difficulties, and Liad other things to
occupy his thoughts besides bis horses and
bisdinner. Idon'tliko a man that stares
at you ; and T don't like s man that can't
look you n the face. He provokes me if he
is all smiles ; and I've no pntience with him
if he's cross. I'm not sure-I know exaet]
what docs please me best, but I do knowthat’
Ilike Cousin John's constaut good-humor,
and tho pains he takes to give me & day's
amusement whenever he can, or what he
calls bave Cousin Kate out for a lark ; ahbd
this brings me back to Aunt Deborah and
the oxpedition to Ascot, a thing of all others
I fancied was so perfoctly delightfal.

* My dear,’ smd Aunt Deboral, as she
folded her lavender-gloved hands, *if it
wasn't for the weather and my rhenmatism,
I'd accompany you myself; but I do con-
sider that Ascot is hardly a place for my
vieco to be spen at without a chaperone,
and with no other protector than John
Jones—Jchn Jones,’ repeated the old lady,
reflectively. ¢ an oxcellont, young man, doubt.
less—I heard him his Catechism when he
was £0 high—but still hardly hardly equal to
80 r- iponsible a charge as that of Miss Coy-
enthry.!

I knew this was what John calls & back.
hander at me, but X can beso good-tempered

only said—

¢ Well, aunt, of coursa you aro the best
judge, and I don't care the least about going;
only when John calls this afternoon, you
must explain if all to Dhim, for he's
ordered the carriage, and the luncheon, and
everything, and he'll be so disappointed,’

I've long ego found out, that if you want
to do anything, you should never seem too
anxious about it.

Aunt Deborabiis fonder of John than she
likes to confess. I know why, because I
verheard tell the housekeeper when I was

quite a Jittle thing , and what I hear, es-

pecially if I'm not intended to hear it, I
never forget. There were three Miss Hors.
ingbaws, all with white hands,—poor mam-
w+, Aunt Deborah, and Aaut Dorcas. Now
Aunt De-borak wanted to marry ‘old David
Jenes (Tohn's.paps). I can jusé remember
bim—a souffy little man with a ‘brown wig,

Lanny 1~ o henrtless ereasure,~—good commeu
Moz Aunt Deborah calls it,—and so  she

but perhaps e wasn't always so ; and Daviil
dJoues, whe was foghtened atAunt Deborah's
black vyes, thought ha wonld rather marry
Aunt Dorcas, \Why the two &isters didn't
tuss up for hiw, I can’t tinnk ; but he did
warry Aunt Dorcas, and Aunt Deborsh bas
been an old maid ever since. Somotimes
even now she fixes ber eyes on Cousin John,
and then takes them off with o great sigh.
It seenus ridiculous in an  old Jady, but I
don’t know it ig so. That's the reason¥my
cl-on.\iin cau’t do as ;ho likes with Aunt De.
roral.,

(To de Continued.)
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