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perfection of hâtred, flot only reigned
in Rame, but throughout the vast
extent of its empire. Tiiere caui be no
doubt about this mattet, as is proved
by tlie deeds perpetrated iii tie
Flav ian anmphitlîeatre. This great
tctsort of pîcasure knowiî as tlic Coli-
seuit was constructed iii ant elliptical
forni, its width was fîv' huiîdred and
twenty-five feet, flic terraced scats,
witii which it was siirioitinded, ro.,e ta
a lieighit of one Iiundi'cd aiid si xty t'eut,
acconîmodîttinîg otie Itundred thou'imindi
spectators. t'ndeî,icath tlic seats
were Uie pirisonis aînd cages mhcte i
wild beasts, inteiided for the coîîtlicts,
were coiitined. Tlîcse tierce saitàgeq
of' the desert, for soute days before tlic
comîbats, were depiived oif food flint
they iniglt attack tlieir victinis with
greater fury. The persons wlio fouglit
ii Ulic arena were callvd gI adiators;
tlîey soietiies foughit with wild
beasts, nt otlier tinies witlî one tinother;
their rîinks, dcpletcd b)y these lîloody
contests, were filled by the unfortuitatc
prisoners of war or by poor slaves,
whose oîîly crime was that they' were
poor nd fielpless, aîid liat unfrequîeîitly
by abaiidoned cliilulrcî wlîose lives
were spared anîd wlîa were nurtîired
iînd brouglît nip foi' tlint unîholy pur.
pose. It is sîîid in otîr Chiristian cra,
that onc toucli of nlatuire makces tlie

whole world kin, lîut iii pagîti Ronme
the wealtliy îînd poweî'ful did nat re-
tain tlic least ntiîttral feeling, flot even
tue last vestige of Iîuîitnity, for the
mîillions suliject to their sway ;even
tiiose bouîîd Ity the strotîgest ties of
nature wcî'e foî'ced ta slaîîglter each
other, for it very often liappeîted tlint
fatiiers, sons aîîd brotliers îîet in
mortal comblat for the gratification of

a blood-thirsty and al dcgraded people.
Persans of ail sexes, ages îînd rank,
possessxttg Rtoman citizenship, the
cîtîperar iîîcluded, feastcd their eyes on
the horrible carnatge. These exhibi.
tionîs were of f'eî1uent occuirrentce, aîtd
tlic nîttiber of' comibataitts anid wild
beîîsts tflint took part iii tltcn is sitîîply
îtpjallIiitg, for iii thle period of otie
hitndred anid t wc t', tltrve da9 s, ten
tltotiad glatuiattas aiid cv ci thui-
.,and w ild ai alittî aîpettrcd Oit the
irnia of thle Col isett, liv oider oif
Trajani, wlta was tiot bY titiy iicit iý

con.siitee aone oif Rtotite's niost cruel
eileors.N or wat' titis catrnauge coit-
fined ta tue citN' of Roniie alone.

greuit emtpire tîtete wcre aîuîtlitheatres,
wlîere Ulic pîrocontsuls, governors, îînd
cveit pivîte citizetis, suupilied lairge
nuiilers of' gluîditîtors, sa large tîtat
milliotns on mtillionîs of abîle bodied mien
were :laugliterel in tiiese liloodl con-
tests. Tue clash, of sworîls, te ra
of tlic wild bcasts, the grottis of te
victitis as tîte tierce savatges of te
desert tlrtgged thite îîcrass tie arena,
was ut scene of dteliglit ta the cuais aîîd
tue e> es of te ckiildreîî of pîîgaîisîîî,
wliet ptîgattistti had reîtchcd tie lîiglest
developîineît of its civilizittion.

Takiîtg tîtese niattes into cotisidera.
tioti, iîow thîîîîkfîtl we shoîîld lie for
Ulic enjoynîent of tlic refiîting influenice
of flic Christian religion. Any tliîg
thîît is of reuil value in the world tc-
dît3 , tie civ ilizatioti, the reiietinent,
the pence and tlic society, that tîten
eiijoy, anid 1 wili add, tue charity thuit
is feit to exist amauigst us, is the
legitimîtte uînd sole off.spriîîg of tlie
Christianu religion.


