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eholy took possession of him, and gave a dnrk tinge
te ail his views of humn nature and ofbhumnn des-
tiny. Snicb wretcheduoss as ho endured lias driven
mainy te shoot themsclves or drown thexuselves. But
ho 'vas under no tomptatien te commit suicide. He
was sick of life; but lie ivas afraid of deatlh; and hoe
shuddered ut every sigbit or seund which remiuded
him of the inevitable heur. lu religion hoe found but
littie comfort dnring bis long and frequeut fits of de-
jectien ; for bis religion partoek of bis owu charac-
ter. The lîght froxu beaven showne en bixu, indeed,
but net iu a direct line, or with its ewn pure splen-
deur. The rays had te strugghe threugh a disturbing
medium ; they reacbed bim refrncted, dullod, and
discoleured by the thick gloom whic bhad settled ou
bis seul; aud thougli they might ho eufficiently clear
te guide hixu, were tee dim te cheer blixu.'

BS&VAGE MANNERS OP TUE DOOTOR.

"Ris manuers liadneyer been courtly. They now
became nlmost savage. Being frequently under the
necessity of wearing sbnbby coats and dirty shirts,
hoe becanie a cenfirmed sloven. Being ofteu very
hiiugrywhon ho sat dowu te bis nienîs, ho contracted
a habit of eating with rovonous greediness. Even te
the end of bis life, and even at the table of the groat,
the sight of food affected huix as it affects ivild beasts
nnd birds of prey. Ilis taste in cooery, formed in
tubterranean ordinories and alarnode beef-shops, wns
far froni delicate. Wihenever hoe was se fortunato as
te have near hlim a haro that bad been kept tee long,
or a ment-pie made wvitb rancid butter, hoe gorged
bîisoîf with such violence that bis veins swelled,
and the moisture broke eut ou bis forehead. The
affronts which bis poverty emboldeued stupid and
low-minded meu to offer to him would have broken a
menu spirit iute sycopbaucy, but made bum rude
evon to ferocity. Unhoppily, the insolence which,
while it wns defeusive, was pardonable, and lu some
seuso respectable, accompnied hixu into societies
whero ho was treated with courtesy and kinduesa.
He was repeatedly provoked jute striking those wbo
bad takeu liborties with bimi. AIl the sufferers, bow-
ever, wero wise eneugh te abstai n froni t:dking about
their beatings, except Osborne, the most rapocieus
and brutal of booksollers, who proclaimed every-
whiere thot ho bad been kuocked down by the huge
follew whom ho had hired te puif the liarloin
Library."

3OIINSON' s FRIND5 Â2D COMPÂNIONS.

l'Ameng Johuson's associates ot this time may bc
inentioned Boyse, who, wvben bis shirts %vere pledgod,
scrnwled Latin verses sitting up iu bod vrith bis
anas through two bobes in bis blanket, who conupes-
ed very respectable sacred poetry when bie was sober,
and who was at last rua over by a hackney-ceach
wheu he wns druuk; hloole, suruamed the meta-
physicai toiler, who, instead of attouding te bis
mnensures, used te trace geomotrical diagramns en the
board where ho sat cross-Iegged ; and the peuiteut
impester, George Psalmanazar, who, after pering al
day, lu au humble lodgiug, on the folies of Jewish
Rabbis and Christin Fathers, indulged hixusoîf at
night with litorary and theological conversat ion at au
alobouse lu the City. But the meat remarkabheocf
the persons with wheom, at this time, Johnson con-
sorted, was Richard Savage, au earh's sou, a shoe-
meker's appreutice, ivhe had seen life iu nîl its forms,
who had feasted ameng blue ribauds lu St. James'
Square, and bnd loin with fifty pounda' weigbt cf ireu
on bis legs, ix- the cendemned %vard of Neivgate. This
man had, after many vicissitudes of fortune, sunk ot
hast inte abject and hopelees poverty. Iis peu hnd

failed b: i. jIis patrons liad been taken away by
death, or estranged by ;beo riotour profusion witli
which he squatidered their bounty, and th.c ungrate-
fui insolence with which he rejected thoir advice.

He now lived by begging. 1- l dined on veuison.
and champagne wheuever ho had been se fortunate
as to borrow a guinea. If hiis questing had heen un-
successful, hoe appeased the rage of hunger %vith some
scraps of broken ment, and lay down to rest ander
the Piazza of Covent Garden, in warm weather; and,
in cold weather, as near as ho could get to the fur-
nace of aglass-bouse. Yet, in is misery,hoivasan
agreeable companion. He had au inf;xhaustible store
of anecdotes about that gay and brilliant world from,
which hoe was nowv an outcast. He had observed the
great meu ôf both parties in heurs eof careless -elar-
ation, had scen the leaders of eppositiçn without the
mask of patriotism, and had hoard the Prime Minis-
ter roar with lnughter and tell atonies not ovor de-
cent. Duritig some months, Savage lived in the
closest faniîliarity with Johnsou ; nd then the
frionds pnrted, flot without tears. Johnson remained
in London to drudge for Cave. Savage weut to the
West of Eugland, lived thero as lie hnd lived evory.
whore, and, in 1743, died, pennile3s and breken-
hearted, in Bristol gaol. Soon after bis death, while
the public etiriosity was strougly excited about his
extraordinary adventures, a life of him appeared
widely different from the catch-penny lives of emi-
nent men, wbicli were thon a staple article of manu-
facture in Grub Street. The style was, indeed, de-
ficient in case and variety ;and the writer wais evi-
dently too partial te the Latin elexueut of' our
languagoe. But the little work, with all its fauits,

1was a masterpiece. No fluer specimen otf literary
biography existed iu any language, living or dead;
and a disceriiug critic inight have confidently pro..
dicted that the author was destined te bo the fouuder
cf a new school of Euglish eloquence.

EMYCIPATION 0F TuIE PRIESS.

While the Abbey was hanging with black for the
funerai of the Queen, the Commous came to a vote,
which, at the time, attracted little attention, which
produced noeoxcitement; which bas been left un-
noticod by voluminous annalists and of which the
histery cau be but imperfectly tracod in the archives
of Parliameut, but whicb bas doue more for liberty
and for civilizatien than the Great Charter, or the
Bill cf Rigbts. Early lu the session, a select cern-
niittee had been appoiuted te ascertain what tempo-
rary statutes were about te expire, and te cousider
which of those statutes it might be expedient te con-
tinue. The report was made, and aIl the recommen-
dations coutained iii that report were adepted with
eue exception. Ameng the laws the cemmittoe ad-
vised thie House te renew, was the law which sub-
jected the press to ceusership. The question was
put,-', That the House do agreo wlth the committae
in the resolution, that the act cutitled an act for pre-
.venting abuses lu printing seditieus, treasouable,
and uuliceused pamphlets, nd for regulating cf
priutiug and priuting presses, be coutiuued." The
speaker prououuced that the Nees hnd it, and th ie
Ayes did not think fit te divide. A bill for continui-
iug all the other temporary nots, which, la the
opinion cf the committee, could net preperly bo
suft'ered te expire, was brought in, passed, aud sent
te the Lords. lu a. short tima this bill came back
with an import-7ut .mnendment. The Lords iu.serted
in the list of acts te ho coutifiued the act twhich
placed the press under the control cf the hiceusers.
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