
CHURCH WORK. y'

LAPLANDER B8ABIES IN
CHUR CIL

'l'le Lapps are a verx' religiaus
people. Tliey go immense distan-
ces to church. Every mnissionary is
sure of a large audience and an at-
tentive one. I-le can hear a pin
drop-that is, should hie drop one
birnself; the congregation wouldn't
make Sa mnuch noise as that under
any consîderation.

0f course Lapp mothers, like
Canadian miothers, have ta face the
question, " \Vhat shall I do %vith the
baby ?" T1hey cannot let the noisy,
littie creatures disturb the cancrregai-
tion çLajp childr.-n m-ake as much
noise as any other children). Wlhat
is ta become of tbein, thien «?

'l'le problern is solved in the fol-
luiin mianner:

Ail the babies are bur-ied oitlside
ili ihie sno-ze,! As soon as the family
arrives at the littie w'ooderi church,
and the reindeer is secured, father
Lapp shovels a snug littie bed in the
snow, and mother Lapp wvraps baby
snug ly in skins and deposits it there-
in. Then the snow is piled, around
it, and the parents go quietly inta
church.

Over twenty or thirty babies lie
out there in the snow around the
church like 50 many little parcels,
and apparently the arrangement hias
been fotund ta answer quite satisfac-
torily!1

In this country we have the babies
but flot the snow. Canadian math-
ers cannat, therefore, follow the Lap-
]and nmother in the above interesting
manner. But surely the zeal of these
women sh-iuld teach a lesson ta
rnany a mother wha rua«kes the baby
serve as an excuse for her flot attend-
ing the services al the Church.

God neyer intended a littie chiild to
be the cause of keeping a m-other
away frorn His Sanctuary. There
are times when shie miust stay at
home on baby's accaunt, but I do
not hesitate ta say that an fort), Sun-
days out of the fifty two shte could
warshirp God in His Hause of Prayer.
It is zo/ tMe bab, theai kets hl ai
h/ome a/i the line.

I arn acquainted %vith a woman
who has flot been inside the Churchi
more than six tirnes during the pasi
twenty years, and lier cbildren have
always served as excus. s. That
waman nieyer, ta mv kýnowýledge,
found any dîfflculty in leaving the.
baby at home during the w'eek. She
would spend hours at neigh bars'
houses. B»ut on Sunday thete %vas
a change for the warse. The babv
wvas always sure ta " take an," and
ýhé would hiave ta stop at home to
look after it. Al ter the children
grrem ta be' bigy boys and girls, 'and
the early excuse ha'd ta be given Up,
another 'vas irnmediately 'faund:.
She had ta stay at homne and let the
children go ta church ; the bouse
would nat be safe if ail %vent away.
She wvas the martyr still.

What an excuse for a maother ta
offer ta God at the last for this awful
neglect of Hirn!

Instead of setting an example of
zeal and love for God to bier cl-
dren, she mak-s themi the cause of
bier neglecting, I-im altogether.

WTomen ta whom God bias extend
ed the care of littie anes, look ta it
that you don't bold them Up, as bar-
riers between yourselves and your
Heavenly Father.

Surely, if yau are in earn est, sonie
way might easily be devised by
which yau could camie ta churcbi
and have your own spiritual litfe
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