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it and about, like a boat in an eddy, whieh moves but makes no progress. "Ske-
letone3,*"a they aeludicrously called, ~ odd s aehowever bod do ot prevent this ovii,
iinless thev be arterwarde thoughit out to their remoteet articulations. The idle
but voluble speaker, wvill flutter about hie tirst hecad, and (lutter about hie second
but will inark no ratiocinative conneetion, and eifet ne fruitrul deduction. Evi-
dently ho who iscontinually pouring out, and but seantilly pouring in, muet
soon be at the ernpty bottoin.

iliiiis!crial study ie a sie qpua non or success. Lt is absurdly uselees te talk eof
nactiods ot'preching, whcere thora is no rncts<d of preparation. Ministorial stu-
dy ie twofo!d-especial and general. By specialetudy, 1 mean that preparation for
a given sermon, w'hiîe ie anaiogous to the iawxyer's preparation of the case. If
faithfui and thorougi, this infay lead to, high accomplishinent ; but, ase in the in -
stance of' cagqe lawycrs, it xny Ile carried too t'ar, and if exclusively foilowed miuet
beeorm- narrewving. The mnan who, growvs old with no etudies but those whielh
terininate ujion the several dettiands of the pulpit, becornes a manneriet, faill
into, xonotony of thought, and ends etifly, drily, and wearisomnely. At the
saine timie, ho ivants timat enlargemnest and enriching of mind derived froui wide
ýexcursions into collateral studios, of whieh ail the world recognizes the fruits
in such preachera as Owen, Mason, Chalmers, and Hall. Yct even this infýrior
svay of' tudy into which burzy and ovcrhtsked inen are prone t0 slide, ie infinite]y
better t..in the wvay of' idieness, oscitancy, and indecent haste. For thus the
estudent wvho begins hetirnes, mnanages to pick up a great deal more than is ne-
cessary for his speeiLl task. lu preineditating'c one sermon. Lie often fiads Mante fbr
three more. By tuîmnelling into the rock of a z3ingle prephetie passage, he cornes
upon geins of illustration. nuggcets of doctrine, and cool springs of experience, al
wvhieh go into the gencral stock. Yet ne wise student will restriet himuself te the
lucîbration asked by next Sundaty's sermon.

By gcacral study 1 men tiîat preparation which a liberal mmnd le perpetually
niaking, by reading, writing, and tiîinkingr, over and above the serinonizingr, and
without any direct reference te preaching. Such stuidios do indeed pour -in their
contributions te every future distourse, with a eontmnually inercasing tide; , ut
this is net seen at once, nor is this the proximate aim. No nian can amake full
use of hie talent, wlîo docs net ail hie life pursue a ilîi track of geueious rcading
and inquîry.

ATrE NDANCE ON CHU RCI COURTS.

The following, extratct from, the .Anierican. Prcsbyteriama, in relation te publie ai-
tedneupon Churcli Courts,-more particuiarly on mecetings et' Preebyteries,

may be perused wvith profit by inany ef* our readers.
The dîity of attending the sessions of Prcsbytery, on the part eof every minister

anid of every elder del.egated by bis session, is, and eliould bL e Cll te o et'o higx
moral obligation.

Upon the .Preshytery are devolvcd tho hicrist ret:pon sibil itics, inexmnig
licensing, and ordainirag candidates : n rsceivincr or disimîssinl'nuinistc-rs: in t'orna-
ing or dissolving pastoral relations: i ugnin.eînsligaDte ,a jgi inisters : aad generalUy la direct.

ing coinellng ndov.erseeing h eliturchcs, strcngrtheiing thse feeble, and ex-
tending the boundq o1F the Reeaîer's kadm

No inember of the Preshyzery lias a riglit by absenting iniiscîf vohtintarily te
thîrew upon bis brethiren responsiliit.ius whieh, by hie ordination obligations, zest
cqualiy tipon himecif : mmer le itjustice te, hie Ielloivpresbyters te depie 'chem eof
lus ai and counsel. The iieiter or dolegated eider, whoe negleets te attend tise

eclsatclboies eor whicl hie is n. nember, ie guilty of the naegleci o nt' of
lbis muet soleman duties, and ie jsusthy liable te censure.

What lias beesa said uof tise duty et'attendiag the meetinga eof Presbytery. applies
equîshly to '-a promipt attention so aIl the heurs and services of' suci ineetirge,"
for devotienal astyell as business purposes. Lt argues ill for the spirit of doeo-
tien, vhien defauit in attcndiag thc oeing cr the moraing lueurs of Pre8bytcry.
is excused on tue ground that there is -ne business"' te '-e donc. Devotional
meetings are part eof the busintss of Presbytcry, nnot the ieast importa'. Non-
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