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THE INSTRUCTOR.

RALIUIOTS

* T'o the lovers of rhétoric we would recom-
mend the following beantiful specimen. from
the pep of the Rev. John Newland Mafbt.
The afticle is'admirably cileulated to impress
the mind of theserions reader with the sulem-
nity and grandaur of the Sacred Writings,
abounding, as they do, with the most lofty
eantiments, together with the finest in agery.
We regret that we can give but a partefit in
this number--it will, hzwev.z, be cone'nded
inour noxt.

BIBTICAL SIBLINITY.

It i$ now a sort of standing achnowledg-
ment in the mouths of thoughtless thousands,
that the Sacred Writings abenald witl sentences
of matchless cublimity. But ask these ama.
teurs of the sublime in what passaxoathey find
the thrilliog emotion which tukgs hold of the
heart and binds the frame in subdued wonder,
they only rep2at what (e rhetericicne have
carved out fov them 3 they say, there
be light and there was Lighi’— they soy, *God
came from Tempan and the ioly One from
Mount Paran !’ But however sudblime may
‘be these often guoted texts, there are yet
deeper fountains of emotion, battomless as the
ocean of wislom which first gave birth to
‘fassion, and then rolled up the element on
which it may feed for ever.

It is rot cur design to anaiyse the emotion
of sublinmity ; the philosaphersand rhetericians
have done.this loug centuries since.  Neither

“shal} we draw our visions of sublimity from
the stupendous drama of the apccalypse, in
which heaven, carth with its far off ages, and
hell with its unfathomed horrors, appear and
are withdrawn like the shifting sscnes of o
mysterious but terribly graphic develepement,
alike impportant to men, demons and heaven'y
oves. Neither shall we travel over the field
20 fully and faithfully expiored by Loowth, by
Rlichaelis, and cther critics on Hebrew poetry.

"1t has been vemarked by a philologist that the.

Hebrew language, above ail others, is well
_adapted to express energetic action, Strong
“and diseriminating and powerful, the Hebrew
Y uever slumbers ever the idea it weuld
capress. It borrows its illusirations from
nalure,,and therefore the biblicalstudent must
atudy nature, ta know, what inspiration means.

It flgahes its updimmied blaze upon a subject,

i before hidden or dark or complicated, aud
does more, in a word, than philoscphy 6 wid
have done for ages.

Without reference, then, to criticism or
philosophical inquiry, we will indulge ourselves
over a few passages of inspiration, as- the
pervading spirit of the ¢ hook of books' wou'd
teach us.

There was a time when the Lord God had
tot caused it to rain rpon the earth. The
clouds had never gathered upon the mauatais
bros ; never had the solemn thunder calici
out from: cloud to cloud the growling summens
of the storm 3 never had the red hghtning
fringed the bosom of the blsck tempest with
rapid and Lissing furnace fires, untamed and
savage and uasparing, the very bohiscf ven.
ceance launcled red hot upon the watery
atn.osphere with the tion growl of power.—
What was the action of the Almighty mird
in this season of drought, when there was not
aman to tii the ground 2 Simply and su.
blimely this: *There went up a mist from
the earih, xnd watered the whole fuce of tils
ground.” The first white vavour that ever
exhajed from shose aud fountain and flood yizs
seen creeping along the serpentine hrooks,
gathering deusity and shape io its progress,
disclosing its heaviest cotumps whire Pieon
ard Gibon and Hiddekel and Luphrates rofid
their waters to far separated regicrs.  This
raist hung lika a bridul curtain awhile over tie
earth, then went vp and was diswlved ia
showers, and Ed2n bloomed afresh henesth
the first tears of the affectionate heavens.

¥Man bad periched on account of infideiily
and crime benealh a deluge of waters. ‘The
whole race, with the exception of a singi
family, was extinct. This family was afiost
with the (rail plauks of gopher vood betwew
thens and the hungry waves which entombul
humanity and the rich memorials of anciest
art und grandeur. Oue hundred and fifty
days hud this wmelancholy remnant of puankisd
heard ihe patienng of tremendous taias pid
and the beating of such surges as never migt
Lave raved exerpt en a shorelessocean.  Hof
was dyiap within them.  What now wus th
action of the Bternal mind 2 ¢ And Goderr
membered Neab, % #* # and. God mades
wind to pass over the carth, and. the wated
assuaged.” Not a siegle swelling epithetd:
here used or needed. ~Memory is desesiby
asthe act of the infinite Ged -~andtheny:




