
TUE FÂMILY CIRCLE.

ciNow isn't it ail nicc and tozy and bright in hore Aunt.
Mollie? Vhe asked.

"'lYes iudeed, aud my boy's face is tlhe briglitost of ail,"1
'4ie replied, laylng lier baud fondly on his thick, soft curls.

,11g l'ut 1 have sucb a lot of mending to do"I she said with
a slightly deprecating air aud a longing look at the comfort.-
able lounge and soit cushions iwhich would. be s0 grateful te
lier achiug h6ad and tlrcd body.

il 0Oh i nover mmnd the mending to-day auntie,"1 exclaimed
i3ertio iwith true boyisli improvidence. tgIt ivould Makoe
your headache worse to bond over your work, aud sec V'vo
ficed overything for you."1118i pleading was irresistible and
the vision of a heaping basket of unmonded garments van.
islied at once, as she laid hersoîf dopvn with a sigli of content
àtud Bortit, rat beside lier on the mug with oue elbow resting
iuponý tho tiofa aud lis book open on bis kueo. They iverà
beoth sile t for a few moments and thon the boy said slowly
,ulid with tho mauner of one who was reieving lis mind of
stoine burden which, had laid upon it for a long timie:

ccAunt Mollie 1 have been thinking a good deal lately
arnd 1 have made up My mind that perhaps it would ho better
for mue not t0 hoe a minister at aIl."1

t'And what would you ho then flertie ? What other pro-
fession wvould you choose ?"

ciNo profession at ail auntie; i 1would learu a trado."1
"gBut do you men thant you would prejer a trade V" she

:asked gravely.
Thore was a struggle in the boy's mind hefore lie an-

iwered and wben bis reply came it was spoken in a low,
hecsitating toue:

tgNo auntie."
"cThun what put this idea into your head my dear?"l
"(Becauso aunt Mollie; if scems nican aud unmauly of

ine te allow yeu to work so bard as you do just te savo money
te educate me for a profession, whien if I iront into trade, 1
would be old enougl in tiro yoars te go into a situation and
eommeuce te eanu a little money; it would be only a littie
at first but every yoar it would ho more, anud soon vory soon
I would bo earning enough te lieep you and Lesley iîthout
'Vonr baving te work at ail. On the other band if I go into a
prof.-ssion it 'viii ho years before oven my education is coin-
pleted and ail these years yon 'vili ho obligod te work liard
tenching and singiug as you do noir te get the money %Ybicb
'viii ho neesssry to oducate me far the church. F'a a littie
feiloir noir, I know but long before my eductition 'vas over
1 would ho almost a man aud se it would n't ho fair te lot a
wvomau 'vorli for me sud My littie sister tee." Mollie had
iisteuod te 1dma without interrupting, but irben bie stopped
àshe laid lier band upon bis bond caressingly and answered
1dm:

"lMy darling, 1 tboronghly appreciate tlie gonerosity and
manly seuseo0f indopendouce wbich prompt-ed you te say
this; esperially ns 1 know boir your beart là set upon
entering the cburch, but iudeed I canuot, permit yen te
make this sacrifice ; it wonld ho slmost as groat adisappeint-
ment te me as te you for the theught of your future Sertie
is ouo of the dearest aud'brightest of my lifo. You need not
fear for me that1shall work tee liard; I kunow that my tire
chludron 'viii repay nie witli their love.",

(«That ire 'vili .&ntie,"1 said the boy earnostiy.
"lSe my boy yeunueed thinli uo more about trade and

carui.ag meuey for Lesley aud me, ire s3hah got ou vory 'voli;
1 am Young aud stroug aud quito able te werk ; whlen yen are
a mEn you shahl work for us. But I thanli yen my dear all
the sanie for tho nselfisli ofier yen muade."

ceI 'von't lot yen do a t'hing irben I'm a man, antie
you'il sec.",

"lHow shall I get threugh tho tume 'vitl nething te de?"
she askod smilingly.

"coh yen shail read a goodt desi, for I intond G.o bave a
fanious library; aud thon yen shahl sing aud play the piano
whlenevor yoù feel inclinedjnst te amuse yoursolf yen kueir,
and oh!1 thero are hcaps of things yen can do that are net
-worh- ; yen could easily get througli thie ime. Den't yen
think %va 'viii ho awftlily happy, just yen and I toether
aiuntie 7"

ilyes dear, very happy; but wvhat is te hecome of peer
Leshey, yen bave left ber eut?"

"LOh 1 Shc'hi gct niarried I guess ; but of course she wilI

live îvltb us if she deesn't; but girls aiîvays do geL marriegt
and Our I*aley is very protty, eh auntie ?"

IlYes very, sud yeu must aiways remember, my boy, that
if your sistor doostuet marry and If anytbing happons te me
tlitt yen are bier eùlly proteotor; slie is very fond aud prend
of yeu now; sec that yen nover by ivord or deed forfoit lier
love sud respect; she is natumaliy. giddy and tliouglitless sud
'viii therefore stand ail the More iu ned of your watcbful.
care. Tee many brothers nowadays despise their sisterav
love sud hold their respect in liglit ostecm;- and theugh
bouud by se close a tic, they drift farther and fartlier apart,
bceming littie more than straugers te eue oflier, unitil at
hast, perliapi years aftor, irlen overy other love is dead on
lest te thom, tho brother will tturu to his sîster, or the sister
te lier brother, but tee late as iL ofton happons for the guif eof
years yawns betireen them and the utmost tbey can do, is .te,
clasp bauds across iL."1

Mollie stopped suddeniy and smiled. "lI forget very.
often, what a lit fie boy yen are sud find myseif tnlking to
yen as I would te one more than tirice your age ; but it ouly
proves irbat a companion yen are te me," she said fondiy. -

IlI love te hear yen tahk, aunt Mollie, sud indued I quite.
uuderstaud what yen say."1

"lYes I think yon do Bertie, for yen are grave and.
tlioughtfnl beyoud your years. And will you kecp in mmnd,
dear boy, what I have said te yen about Lesley?"

"I1 miii, indeed I miii auntie."1
"She is a dear, affectionate hittie seul, sud hier love 'viii

ho a hlessing te yen ail yeur life Bertie." Thero fell a
silence betireen the tire, after this sud the only sound in the
room 'vas the ticking of thec littlo clock on tlch atlpic.
Presently Bertie's book 8hipped froma bis lap to the floor, sud:
lu bending te pick. it up,-he ebserved that lis aunt held lier
baud pressed te lier forehead.

ilIs yeur headacho very badl auntie ?" ho asked soffiy,
ciShail 1 bathe iL fer yen V"

ccNo thauk yen darling; it is net se had as it mas, sud.
miii ho botter soon I bave ne donbt. What book is that Yeu.
are reading ?"

«This? O thie 401d Cnriosity Sbop"l' ansmered hie,
turuing the beaves over slemly, as bu spoke.

tg Do yen like Dickeus?"
9Yes, very much ; I thik lie niust bave heen a very

clover man te kueir se many different kinds; of hearLs and to.
desctibe thoraal se wcll. Don't yenauntie 2"

"tSe nany différent kiuds oi L=at-s " repeated Mollie,
leoking puzzied; net knewiug exactly hem to understand
bis cbuldishly expressed idea.

"c Yes; noble heurts sud uûean boicatas, reugli sud gentle.

eues, sad euges sud nierry eues, cewardly sud brave ,lie.
seemed te bie able te rond theni ail equally wtli."

"lYen are riglit; hoe had certaluly aremarkable insIglif.
jute buman nature; but I tbink, nevortlieless that hoc very
Often verges upon oniggeratien."1

"cSe I thinli ton ; bLut may ho, if is ouly becanse ire can-
net sc things as ho saw. thent that maks-s us thinli se. But
don't you thiul1 ie om'Mt bave hld a very gee su geni
beart bimsilfauniMollie 7"

"'lYes ".-smilingly-'(or lie ceuld nover bave created the-
character ef ' Little Neli."'1

"cLot me rend yen a littie bit, auntie; this is wbat I 'vas,
thiuking about whlen I sàid lie must bave bad a gentie
boni-t." And the boy commneuced reading:-

"iShe iras looking nt .a humble atone irhicli teld of a
Yong man irli bad died at tweuty-tliree yeama old, fifty-:five
years ago ; irben sheh oard a falteriug stop approachiug hud
loeking round sair a feehbe iveman, bout mitb the 'véiglit of
yearsý, irbo tottored te the foot of the same grave sud, asked
bier td rend the 'vrlting on the storge. The- old 'veman
thanlced bier irben abe had doue se, saying thatýsb lad baad
tho words by'hèart for many a long -long ycar-bùt ceuhd net
se0 thora nom.

Il' Iore yon bis mother? r aid the chihd
cc iI irasbis %vite my dear.'
She tho 'wvife of a Young man of tliree aud tmenty 1 Ah

truel1 It iras fiftyytiv;e years ago.
"'Yen monder te hear mc'say tînt,' remarkcd thec eld

ivoman shakiug bler bead.
"'Yon're net the first; eider folk than yen have wondered


