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Il. THiE ERUPTIVE FORMATIONS.

In referring to these formations, it will be impossible altogother
to avoid inentioning niany matters, which are very generally
kxiown regarding themn. Still the connectioji of eruptive rocks on

deone hand witiî the constitution of the intcrh>r QIf tlie earth as
auverted to in the last chiapter, and on the otiier baud %with certain
bIaty modificationu- of thuniselves, wvil1 be k-cpt in view as maciih as
possible. The rocks of these eruptive fairmations possuss, as is,
welI k1.wn, characters %0ich di.-tinguibhi tbemn sharply fromn rocks
of sedimentary origin. While the 'atter have been mnade up of
the debris of rocks pre-existing on the earth's surface, the eruptive
formations have derived thuir matei'ial from beneath the earth1 s
crust. Hence they have been rcspectively termned by llumboldt
exogrenous and endogenous cok.Thc cruptive rocks are more
or l.ess crystalline, generaily but not always uristratified. Thc sedi-
maentary rocks pobsess opposite characters. Each eruptive rock
ib iu a higli degrce h oiogencous and rhvws neadly the same char-
acters and composition thruughout its whole mass. This is much
less the case with sedimentary rocks. The eruptive 'rocks occur
in very irregular forms, as enormous, irreguljar mabses, (typhonibche
btôcke) covers or caps (Kuppen or Deckuti), veins, strcamis aud
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