
I TIE DOMI%,ZIOýT RE VIEWV.
bIODER1N PIZEACIIING.

The Deceof ssfMedei-n l'rtaching. An Essa>'y. lly J. P. Maatliyý. Neve
Y'ork: %Iacmill.In & CO., a88x.

Isdr. Mali:ilfy's Eusay is mrsinly isegative na critical. Its abject is ta
exhibit thc decay, flot to ittempt tlie refarm cf modern preachiaig. 'fice
author has specially in view the Church af Englaîsi'; but lie lias raiscil a
question of increasing intereis, andt muchts hat lic says applies ta asoder n
preachisg as a wholc. 13> many, lisiever, the 011c ai tus Essay w'att lie
regardod as a begging ai the question. Tlicy ssiI! point ta tlîe fact of the
sorecd ai churclies anil increas-es civity in ecclesiassic.al seorl, andl that
shie average sermon of ta'slay in nsany respects is an improvement onS its
predlecessars. Multiplicit>' ai chiieches, liowci'er, docs sos ssecessrily
iinply increasing pulpit influence. Nor can il bc ilenjelt tiat with the
spreail of a liiglior cultur-e, tlie former relative lpositios besiseen a preacher
andl bis audience hase lsecn changeul, and thîe chsrch's influence in tlîe
formation ao' the waslsl's shoîîghs asdl ire praportiontîally lesioneil. As a
-sigîs of the timcs it is signifacant Iliat the greater numiber cf the best
sîsidesîs as tie Unisersities ignore the palpis. "«IFloiw foi men ai talent
turfi ta preatcbing," irrites MNr. MýNahafl'y with asithorit>'. Il We cannuit
but conclude that the chIer yasng mon of asr day do nos adojît this pra-
fession, and Usas aur preacliers, as a body, aire belon even the average
in intellect." Thie other learned professions, the neîivspaper press,
literalsrr, polîtics, science -andl art, alîsorla msch ai Use talent that isoulil
formerly have founil ils way inta the churcli. lie highea' maîcrial induce-
mrents held out b>' îhem ivill not altogether explain the fac,. Tlsey offer a
botter medium m. a role for thse expression oi thse bess thauglit ai the age,
and a larger audlience ta those isba îîish ta leave sheir impresa on con-
semporary lle. In s profosini scisse, sscreforo, il is trse that moderni
preaching ha.i dccayeîl. Ibe taroacher is no longer an oracle wlsose scords
are final. Mieo lest is simiple: sebo are moulding the thosght andl liue ai
tise ivorlil, andl wsiero are îbey fassîl ?

Thse causes of tbis decay are sstTsciently obviaus. To a large etent
the chsreh has become dîs'orced from tbe attairs of es'ory.day lire. ls
preachers fail ta css'.cn inîcreit because their sermons bear noa sital roIs-
tian ta the expecience af tbeir bearers. Ise stec.typed platitudes ai
whiicis a modern discouese is ta a large extetit composent sosnd like ivords
ai an unlinosn longue, familiar by repotition, but possesied ai no roal
igniticance. 'ley are no longer living isards of trath iront ane isb is

bimnselironsurd by thont. It it abisirs ta urge that pies>' alonc s'usonsu
intellectual pawer is cll*sstl'iciesst. If sal 'I %e mx' g'iv'e up thse case cs
Illacs," ss'rites the learsird asîhor ai tlsîs Essay, and isc adds -- " Aant ai
brains is a capital dcet, anîd na amount of moral excellence ilit malte c
ssupid ma a preaclier." Natliing ix more calculcted ta belp on thse
decay ai modern preaclsing tban ilse existence ai a lsalfi'educated xnistry,
ignorant ai the nature anid extent cf thse moral and intellectual forces scorle.
ing in society. Sucis men arc out ai sympathy svith the cge in irbich thoy
lis'e. liaving receis'ed aIl tbrir asvn ideca c: second bandl sbcy are flot in
a position ta uîsdersand the dilficisitios ai otisers whlo are thinloîag for
tbomsels'es. Tle ialsoly so-callcd safe snen ai tbe cbsrch are its greateît
danger. Ise> are c drag spcn its pragress, ccusing it ta stand still welile
the world andl ils UiFc are for es'er moing. Ise cisoech is an crganic unis>'
or it is esthing ; cnd if ils luféis aerested by being cast iat enduring lacets,
1ibealogical or ecisatia,<eca' cand deustl must necesaarily follase.

Meis man wba avaids unplcasant ilactrines, ansd caide aIl bcld state-
ments cf bis own opiniton, .i'bo kecepi scîthin the narrasmt bounds set
lutn b>' the tlsologacal public, and scites noa bcai in the rncrch ni oinion,
sill ncs'cr biec agood, faricas a grecs, tecler. These are wbat we xll
the jai mien in the Clssrch. TI'ey may app-'r sale at tse moment ;in tl'e
long mun tIse> costribate ta the min ai tbe Clssrch Use>' reprexent. For
tsey are csenticîlly cold, and Ils:> =epress ini thisr surcoundings ail tisa
gloe ad fcrs'or of enîbusiasîn. I repeat it again esa accaunit ai ils ira-
partance-tse sa'ccltod scie mca, ina Cliurch are at-osg the surcst casses
afi us decay.2' (p. zs3a.) Esels age lias ils aira peculiar diffilsties, and its
oson solution cf îiscm ta ivorl, out. Thete niay b lad as tisougisi itself, or
tbange vith thse cisaning years ; but if thse chourcis is ta exorcise any ceci

influence for faons, il musts c'er Lkep in close contact sitîl the great cur-
ronsi ai life, net content 10 log bebisil tIsen but ansios ta shape their
course, Is canasos long afford ta excîsîle leaming ansI men ai culture irons
ils ranks ; anîl is can only rotais shcm by kecping pace sith tIse progires-
suve spirit cf tIse age, by perfect toleration in masters cf opinion, andl by
pros'ing ta tIse %iorlîl tIsa il is nos islontical iis, but infinitel>' mare than
any bcc or pars>' meroly, lioss'oer nuserosîs or pronosînced. If it is sot
alte ta understanil tIse ansiaus quecstions that disturli tIse mnas cf tîsseght.
isl men; if il cain ofl'er fia sulution ta tise grecs prablems modlem timon
bave made their asîn; if men ecase to fild in tIse putîsit asy reognition ai
the perpiexities iisi sslich slsey are Iseset, assi finti insteasl on>' tIse cclii
ropulsive attitude ofia self'conceiîed ignorance, tIse rcsult inincvitalc: mets
ofestîturo %vill gradiially îs'itbdras bath froo poew andlpulpit, andI the cîurcli,
given oser ta the domination cf a narrosi rarty, becomne tIse synonymn cf a
namlsy.pamby sentimnsetalissu uleititaite ai an>' liv'ing powver.

Mlr MabaI'> clespairs of preacliig: "lI confess tIsas amaong tIse botter
classes, ansit illu dcateut congregations, 1 shinli ils day is gane by. Thie>'
no lotnger isant instruction fron tshe putjsit sehen tbey cani anil in thou-
satudi oi bookis; noir sill hI lble lcd b> the opinions cf mon sels are not
ssperior ta shemsels'os in intellect andl culture, ofien nos es-on in training.
Tlcy %sill, fia doubt, continue ta attend semnions for years tocante, b>' wsay cf
occupation an an idle day,'-it mac>i front came intetlectual istercît in
tpecici preacisers, or as an example to yosng people. Ilst tbe days for
an>' as-erage minuster ta lecîl ansI inflence ssch people .4' hispr'athinsgre
gone b>'." (p. 155). Ils: il neoil n"t bce so ai necessit>'. The Cbucch
bas the remedy in ils osen bsands. Xnd, as Carlyle hace ietl saisI: a'Ile
Epealcing Function,-tlis cf Trulli ccming to us soill a lasving voice-iita
cIl aur WVriting and Printing Fsnctions, bas a perennial place. That a
man stand there and speck ai spiritual things ta men-it is bcautiful'l
coulal the speaheing -ane anl>' fani tshe point again. The Cîsurcli bas stilt ais
exclted mission ta fulial, isaoulil onl>' rite toa cisoithier conception ai its
nature. Nover wsicac greater ss'cck demandril cf il, noir a botter opportun-
is' tfr'orded for doiasg is. Altlsoughthe preseaatisan ageofcrisicism, cisc-
callcd scepticisnt, mon score nover more carnestl>' sceking for truo ligbt and
gsuidance. ?loreover, with ste inestimable privilpge ai the Salsiscîl day
andl pulpits erected in ever>' tien and haselet, tIse church bas accs ta
thse bearts and consciences ai men in a wcy such as noa other institution can
hope ta rivat-eere these onl>' usosî ariglit. ie represenitative cf the
spiritual elements ai lire, « the liftcr sp ta tise nations cf the liaxner of
rigbteousnem3,"I holding the k'e> ta tise solution ai many cf the problemns or
the age, social an isoîl as moral and insellectual, going forth ta cave thse
-ssorld front the grass mateeialism thiat tlircatens ta, enguîf it, and preserie
socies>' iront the dangers tlsat menace its s'cry existencr, the Churcli bas c
wsock so da in the nineîecnîb, as great, as araluous, as fuît ai bIscssing ta
bunsanis>', as shat ai an>' century precedl:ng.
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lise "Mclsking oi Esglassi" aestieesofiîntelegsisgaitise
Saxon conquest ta tise union ai Englasd ussîer Ecgberst, in A. D 8-.9
Hitsesto comp.xrctively unlnasern, such a period possesses. groat importance
ta iea student ai Engliss bissac>' as "ltse cgc dsring wbich air istisers
-conquered cssxttlcd on tise soii of Bestain, tna in asichtii palitical anil
social lue toak tise fomai is stiI! rctainc.' To the elucidation ai il the
cutisor brings talent asnI capacities oic abîgi order. Pacisssngacbrilliant
isisorical ima:gination, a patient induste>' tisas Icaces no scurce ci iniarmcz-
tion usegieci, a aitiecl ncumnen tisat tnablesii ta distisiguisi isteesen
thse relative importance cf events, ana a cisarming litery style, McNt. Green
bas succedi in rcanimating tise dry bases ai tise paci, andl investisg tisent
,Witis w=u- flesh and blocil. I-lis "g'&Masing ai EngladsIl is c çvalcable
contribution ta tise existing stxte cf kesaselelge ci un obscur pesias of
English bistozy.


