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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS....

of the Twenty -Seventh Annuat Conveation

of the

North A merican Bee=Keepers’ A ssociation

Held at

Lincoln, Nebraska, October, 7th, and 8th, 1896.

By Dr. A. B. Mnso'n, Secretary.

Following thisdiscussion Mr, L. D. Stil-
. son read a paper on .
SOMHE OF THE CONDITIONS OF NEBRASKA.

To some of you it may seem strange that
we should have conditions here which are
not found elsewhere; surroundings make
new conditions. As you will readily ob-
serve by Zooking at the map. we occupy a
central location in the United States.
This, of itself, would not create conditions
different from other locolities. But look
further and see our beautiful State lying
jugt at the foot of the mighty Rockies, and
only a little ways from our western border
is the line of eternal snow. Then look to
the north, the east, the south, and find us
in the midst of the greatest garden-spot in
the world, and you begin to realize some of
the possibilties the future has in store for
us. Here seems to be a central meeting-
place for widely-varied conditions.

The pioneer bes-kesper, like the pioneer
farmer, on these broad, fertile prairiet had
to bsgin his experimental work all over
ogain; he was met by conditions which
were untried and of which he knew nothing.
The honey-flow was new to him, thousands
of acres, rich in flowsrs, but not a tree or
bush in sight an inviting fiield for the
apiarist, ild bees were to be found along
our eastern border. As the ssttler moved
westward he took with him the few hives
of bees. These increased equally well,
whether located along some stream or
whether placed along the high tablelonds
in the central port of the State. A little
study on the part of the master, soon
taught him that the flora of the State was
a oich field for the honey-gleaners ; and that
the wind cnd waters had brought down
from the peaks of the western mountains,
plants of such hardy nature that ere the
frosts of winter had left the ground at their
roots, the tops were furnishing honey and
pollen for the honey-bes, while species of
the same families brought to us from the
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South or East would be 10 or 20 days later,
thus extending the honey-harvest. In this §
way we find the red cesdar, wild plums,
wild grapes and wild cherries; these, with g
many of the smoll plants, are. valuable in
furnishing food for building up early in th: g
spring. .

When the missionaries first went to : g
certain race of heathea they found each 3
man had, or was making for himself, s 8
idol, Awoong the articles carried by th #%
missionaries were some cocoanuts; thes
the natives soon seized upon us gods ready-
made. Wken we. as pionesrs, first camato Jil
Nebraska, we did not have to hew ou gk
farms from the timber, as in the Eastern JE
States, but we found farms ready-mad J
But ready-made as they were, like the gl
idolator, we knew not how to grow cropste
the vest advantage, and to some of us.sa
least, it is a study yet. We plowed
much land, we sowed too much grain w
planted too much corn, and as a cons S
quence, weeds infested the land, and fujEK
several years past the great bulk of ou SR
honey has been produced from **heart's-ca’ g
—a plant something like the smartweed I8
the East, It grows in every wasteplace g
springs up in every stubble fleld, and 0§
matter whether it is dwarfed by drouth ]
a tiny plant of a few inches, whatl
watered by copious showers and grows i
the heigt of a man, it always blossoms ful§
and is always lader with honey.

It is said that necessity is the mother
inventien. Necessity is only putting & 128
where he is obliged to think and ac i@
himself. Necessity is only putting a DU
upon his own individual maunhood.

Here in Nebraska necessitv hag put
good many of us where we weroe obligal &

o some good, hard thinkiag for oursel
and as bee-kespers it has don: 1s good.
stead of moving our apiarivs as Som
our Eastern friends advise o a8 toI‘itr '
neer the virgin forests, wec. :tinue t0p



