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PRONIBITION AND DRUNK-
ENNESS,

LO00 committments
1

e
dravkenness aecording to the Ontario
s

wd Home Guard,
cpaper published in London in t

S apeanks the Citize.s

hibition interests by Mr. John Cameron

v wost estimable gentleran,  The
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wt drink to drunkenness.

they lose their manhood, their cont

ability to do justice to themselves,

ot in the eyes of their felluw

in life and their busi-

present and  future.

lrankenness is & great evil, one that we

wen, their pusiti

Do prospeots,

should all endeavor to minimize, because

wore than winimize the
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The trouble is a8 to the method

we cannat do
frailties of mank
e
wise 1t st be horne in mind that while
Irunkenness is an evil, the moderate and
liquor is the vight of every
ause three thousand persons
wo liguor to excess is no reason why two
Hions and w half should be deprived of
hor rights. Because one man has no
1it dovs not follow that 800
e o be ostracised.  Therefore the rights
{ the groat majority are not to be lost
sight of when consjdering what is best for
le minovity,  Still, if Prohibition
would do any good to the minority the
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| Nova Scotin wnd New Brouswick. It is
| equally true that New Brunswick has the
highest ratio of committals for dranken
ness of any provitfoe in Canls and New
| Branswick is pointed to with pride —save
the word —as *“the Fanner Prohibition
Provinee " of the Dowin Aud it is
wqually troe that when Prohibition pre
| vailed over the greater puort f Ontario
Prohi

was aoolished drankenness de

[ dranbenness ine reased, aud wh

| bition

| cronsed
You doubt this? Then we will give

you the proof.  We will give the com

wittals for drunkenuess from 1880 down,

together with the wumber of liquor 1

censes grantedsin each year
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188).2

I882.3

18814

18845

18856

It will be observed that from 1885 to
1889 were the Seott Aot years, when three
fourths of the Province was under Pro
hibiition ; that during those years there
was o great decrease in the number of
licenses issued ; chat during those ycars
there was & great increase in the number
of Is for drunk i that in

ately thereafter, buffeted du iperately the
waves of disaster in 1873, grimly marked
time by the right in 1875 ,ad have ex
ultantly formed the advance line of hat
the ever since. They are vight for the
party every time.

Opposed to them will be their old time
encmies, the honest, staunch Fiberals,
who have never turned fuce from the foe
wnd have never asked quarter ; with whom
the name of George Brown is not yet a
tradition and Alexander Mackenzie is still
a ceality ; whose allegiance to Seotch
rigidity is truthfully transferred to the
courtly, polished, graceful, eloquent French
gentloman, Hon. Wilfred Laurier ; and
who belivve in free tade as a fisosl policy
and have belioved in it even when the
clouds of concession te popular demand
in the shape of Commorcial Union, Unre
stricted Rociprocity and Continental Serf.
dom have lowered most thickly

Who are to be added to these ! The
PP.A. doclare that they will not serve
under & Roman Catholie, though Sir John
Thompson is head, shouldors and wast

ability above any other wember
mmons, and the Liberal leader

belongs to the same religious faith. A
deal is being made between the Patrons
and the Prohibitionists to unite foroes in
opposition.  What the Patrons have to
lose and guin we will deal with in another
article.  What the Prohibitionists have
to lose wnd guin they way consider for

1888, when the Scott Act was
swing, the o

ul that
upon the resumption of licenses drunk
enness decroased rapidly.

The fact is Prohibition means free sale,
while license means regulation. Drunk
enness can be minimized under license,
while under Prohibition it runs riot

reached their highest point;

-
POLITICALLY (ON-
SIDERED,

In New York there is a union of all
partios to overthrow Tammany.  Ropub-
licans, Prohibitionists, the Socil Purity
League, County Democrats, Woman's
Rights, A.P.A., Farmers' Allisnce, are

3 y deprive
f undoubted rights for the
f their wonker hrothren.  But does
1on decrease drunkenness !
the figures given by our con
They wre genersl enough, as
pobibition figures usually are. They
sk ol yours, & number of years, with
light airiness born perhaps of lack of
kowlodie of the facts.  They assume ac
ey and wave off argument with a mo
« hand in true Prohibition style,
u fuct, but give it p

themse|v

orary

all bined for the demol of the
grent Democratic tiger. Tammany has
been corrupt to the core but nobody be
lieves for a moment that all of this united
effort, this amalgamation of demagogues
and democrats, republicans and riff rafl
in solely and entirely in the interests of
nolitieal morlity.  And the chances are
thiat Tranmany will beat the field.

T Canada at the next general elections
for the Dominion we ave, judging by the
present trend of events, lisble to see o

proportions in & menner that does not
vt hem to s falsehood, but yet has
Wl the et of the blackest lie in the
oalendar

o there are 3,000 committals
nness per year, roughly speak-
ario, but it is also true that,
1t population, this is about the
lowest 1ii0 of any civilized state in the
world, nd much lower than the two
sng 1 ohibition provinces in Canada—

i

similar \l of atowmic political
globules though from w different or per
haps differently expressed cause. The
Conservative party in power remain
nominally intact. They stand by the old
flag, the old policy and the old Sir John,
and will stand by the same as long as the
new Sir John keops in the old man’s
tracks.  We are speaking now of the old
line Conservatives, the Old Guand, the
cohort that fought stoutly for Confeders
tion, drew the party lines taut immedi-

lves, though upon this point we
winy have something tosay hereafter, The
present point is that here again we have
opposing forees to oust & party
at present in power.  Not us in the other
case, because of u long carcer of political
profligacy and corrupiion, because ne sane
man now believes that the present Gov-
ernment is either profligate or corrupt.
But becuuse of a desive on the one hand
to obtain power, on the other to carry
out ideas —we may suy fads— which we
not usually considered within the domain
| of practical politics. What in the New
| York case may be, though we doubt it, an
honest desire to purify an administeation
| hecomes in Canada to our mird an open-
ing for the prejudiced, the il iberai, the
‘ fuddist, to carry out his desires.
We commend these matters to the seri-
ous attention of members of the trade with
| only the caution that in the disagreement
| of politieal parties their first duty is to
look out for themselves. A political
triumph will be poorly compensated by
strugale for life afterwards.
-

THE LIBERAL POLICY,

Frowm the Vancouver World we get the
| fall text of Hon. Mr. Lauri declara-
tion made in that city of the policy of the
Liberal party with regard to prohibition.
The Liberal leader said :

1 just wish to answor & question here
which has been sent to me from the Do-
minion Alliance with regard to the posi-
tion of the Liberal party on the question
of Prohibition. T have been asked o state
what are the views of the party, if the
have any, on Prohibition. 1 may tell
you that this problem is one of the most
important to-day that is tnp:'m. the at-
tention of the public, and which received

| to determize the

825

the attention of the Liberals at the con-
vention which sat last year at Ottawa.
It was taken up at that convention of
Liberals from -l, parts of the Dominion
dlicy of the party, and
one of the ,.t.nn\"m down was this, that
assoon w8 the Liberals were returned to
power —and 1 bel, 've that day is not very
Lr distant now - at all events their pledge
was given that as soon ns they were re-
turned to power they would take the pro-
!u\r means to lay that question before the
“nnndian people.  For my part 1 believe
in o Government of the people, by the
poople and for the people, and 1 would
say this, that if the party at the next elec-
in returned to power we shall faith-
keep to the program which we then
laid down, that is, to take the sense of
the peopl. by wean - of & plebiscite on the
question. Tt will bu submitted to the
electarate whether ui not the people want
to ha o  prohibitory law, I T ean
say for the future Government of the
country is that * the poo&le determine
upon having a prohibitory law it slall be
the duty of the Liberals to see that their
wishes w0 earried out to the fullest ex-
tent.

Mr. Laurier spake with all the authority
of leader of bis party and his declaration
may be taken as final. 1If the Lileml
party are returned to power at the next
general elections, a plebiscite voto will be
taken and if that is favorable » Dominion
prohibitory law will be enacted.  That is
the bald, blue-breasted fact, and the trade
know exactly what they have to expect
from that party.

1t miny be well here to recall Sir ' hn
Thompson's utteraises upon this s wot
When asked by 4 Prohibition deleg tion
i"he would have & plebiscite «f Lo Do-
w'nion taken the Iremier ¢ 1 flatly
thit he would uot, 1 wil b said,
**or & moment swerve frow wy sense of
duty beciuse of any vote that can be
taki 1 will not, bacause of any ma-
jority of votes, introduce into the House
& measure that cannot be defended in the
House and in the country and defended
for all Uime to come.”  And that is just
where Sir John Thompson stands.
——

LOCK Ly
LAW,

THAT

A, Laws is undorstood to have de
clared his inten
his by-law to
o'elock each evening. And with astute.
ness Ald. Lamb has decided if we are cor-
rectly informed, not to bring up the mat-
ter until late in December, when the coun-
cillors being in the throes of an election,
muy be supposed to be more amennble to
outside influences. Ih other words, he
hopes to drive the council through self-
interest to do what the wisdom and com-
mon sense of that body has hitherto re-
fused to do.  He relies upon the fear of
loss of voteg having effect whereargument
s failed.  He intends to force the coun-
eil into an action that the council's delib-
erate judgment has condemned.  And he
intends to do this by an appeal to mob
passion  and  wmob  prejudice—a well
dressed  mob, perhaps, but. still «
mob. He is going to use that mob,
influenced by the heat of a contest and by
rabid appenls to their sentimental natures
their whims and their fads ; he is going
to use that mob to coerce aldermen into




