THE PLEBESCITE.
Only Twenty-seven Per Cent. of the
Electors in its Favor,

« byan
Majority of the People.
Tur completed returns of the Ontario
Plobescite are now at hand, and Colonel
Clarke, the Clerk of the Logislature, is
hard at work preparing & statement for
the House. We  nay anticipate
this to the extent of publishing the figures
and making an examinati f what they
are worth.  But before doing so it may be
as well to give a brief resume of events
prior to the taking of the vote,
At the last session of the Legislature
r. arter, of Muskoka, ed the
second reading of & Bill to abolish retail
liquor licenses. Mr. Davis, of North
York, moved in amendment the three
months’ hoist, and was dintely fol
lowed by Hon W, Ross, Ministér of
ucation, who moved in amendment to
the amendment that & Plebescite vote of
the electors of the Provinee duly qualified
to vote at elections for the Legislature,
il in addition, of the women entitled to
at municipal elections, be taken on
the question of Prohibition.

n

people was as to whether the elector was

in favor of the monufacture, |

importat and wle of inloxieating
liquor for heverage purposes. This dif
fered widely from the original bill us in-
troduced by Mr. Marter, and was most
craftily arranged in several respects. For
instance, while submitting the abstract
question of Prohibit g
issue as to enforcement, jurisdiction, upon
I fall, in what wan
provineial and mun-

other matters of grave concern, if u trisl
isever to be made of hibitios
cost of taking the vote, however, was
saddled upon the municipalities, thus
taxing the people in an attempt to com-
pel them to say what they did not want.

Then began one of the must quaint
campaigns ever witnessed in Canada.  1f
it were not for the serious interests that
may be involved, the whole thing would
have beon a comedy of the highest order.

ibitionists saw their advantage
und made the most of it.  They organized
A campaign of tremendous energy ; swung
the temperance lodges, a portion of the
women and certain of the churches into
line ; made it wn issue in the municipal
electic seattered literature browdcast
held meetings in e\vr{ hall, school-house,
and cross-ronds in the country ; turned
the pulpit for the time being into a politi-
cal rostram , prayed, threat-
ened, scolded and cajoled, and never
censed until the last vote was polled.
Their campaign was marred by only one
mistake, the bringing into the country of
a couple of United States hintherskites,
who had not honor enough to support
themselves in their own itry, nor
decency enough to show gentlemanly re-
spect to the people of this when they cams
oit. We will deal with this pair of
Thugs at another time.

While the Prohibitionists were so en-
wnged the politicians were making frenzied
effurts to get a holding clutch upon the
temperance vote. Frew both politieal
headquarters instructions were sent out,
the game of politios was played to the
limit, and there was seen the absurdity
of men who would be the very first to
break a prohibitory law voting for it, and
of men who had voted against the Plebes-
citein the House taking the stump in its
behalf. en  bocame  bedfellows who
never were before and never will be again.
The Reform organ, which hailed the an-
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This car- |
ried, and the question subruitted to the |

to be met, and many
|

The |

nouncement of the Plebescite with shouts
of welcome, sent out oo rrespondents in an
endeavor to defeat ; while the Consery-
| ative hpi which at first thundered
against the measure as the ewhodied
essence of politioal depravity, swidenly
became silent, and the mm{ was never
| again seen in its columns until it meekly
published the returns. The smaller fry
stood around the corners and waited.
Amid all the pother, the Anti-Prohib-
ts, who could not be pulled by the
icians, for there were many men who
voted for the Plebescite who will never on
warth vote for Prohibition—these sat per-
fectly unconcorned.  The campaign was
porfectly and it ided, There
was not @ meeting held, not 4 speech
| made, not even a scrutineer appointed at
| the polls on their hehalf. e whole
thing simply went by default. And what
was the result 7
The Prohibit

ists point, amid thun
derous applause & majority of over
eighty thousand. ** A majority of 81,7:
for Prohibition,” is their claim. Up to
Sir Oliver Mowat they marched and
shouted, **The people are with us,” and
Sir Oliver made the best of the situstion
like & little man. Are the people with
them ! We opine that these ;,.--‘ people
are yelling before they have got out of the
woods. ‘fiem are the figures
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|  The number of women who voted in

the counties for Prohibition was 8,728,
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The number of women who voted for

Prohibition in the cities 3,001 ; Agninst
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| Number of women in separated towns
for Prohibition, 396 ; against, 74.
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1,730,

Upon the face of the retury
ures look substantial enough, |
far from telling the whole sto
tire vote polled upon the Plebescite was
303,244,

The total vote on the lists was 523,991,

The entire vote fell 220,747 behind the
vote on the lists.

The vote polled for Prohibition 192,487
fell 320,504 behind the total vote on the
lists.

The total vote polled was 68 per o
of the vote on the list, but the total vote
polled for the Plebescite was only 27 per
ceut of the vote on the lists. Can 27 per
cent. be in any shape twisted into *‘a
majority of the people 1"

u the cities 34 per cent. of the total
vote on the list was in favor of the Plebes-
cite, and in the counties only 26 per cent.
Does this show that the country is clamor-
ing for Prohibition

t cannot be gainsayed that the Prohi-
bitionists put forth evua‘ effort and that
they polled every availuble vote. In fact,
they polled thousands of votes of men |
who would never be with them in a real
prohibitionist contest. On the other hand, |
every vote unpolled was with equal cer-
tainty & vote agninst. The man who |
would not vote for the Plebescite, cer-
tainly would not vote for Prohibition, nor
would he be a factor in sustaining the
law. The evidence is overwhelming that
the only way in which a prohibi I
can be given even » measure of enforce-
ment s having an overwhelming |
sentiment of the people at the back of it, |
An overwhelming sentiment is not repre- ‘
sented by 27 per cent. of the people.

But it may be contended that the total
vote on the list is never polled. That
wrgument hardly applies herv  Every |
vote on the list favorable to the Plebes-
cite was polled, and every vote unpolled |
was undoubtedly as we have said, opposed |
both to Prohibition and the Plebescite. |
But that there may be no escape we pre-
sont herewith the vote polled in favor of
the Plebescite and the vote polled at the
Inst general eloctions for the local legis-
lature
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This comparison is by no means fair
In the general eloctions the strong party
constituencies, where the result is a forc
gone eonclusion do not poll one-half «f
their votes. There are many of thes
Then, again, there were three elections |y
acclamation, with these we have had 1,
guess ot the figures. But even with «ll
these disadvantages the Plebescite rotur s
only show 180, ne inst 332,500
polled in the general elections.
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