Christian serviee whatsoever, At fivst,
such despond.  By-and-by they consent
to this condition of things, and accept
it as inevitable.  Now, Christian breth-
ren, I must have a word or two with
those uf you who belong te this depart-
ment of Christian life. You seo that
God has given to some five talents; to
others two; to others one, Very few
of us have the five, not many of us have
more than the two. Dut there is no
Chuistian without a talent of some sort,
the employment of which would bring
good to himseIf and blessing to others.
Dat, with the one talent, there is very
often indeed a tendency to depreciate it.
Having stated so much ina general way,
let me now press upon your willing
attention the thoughts of the text, not
exactly in the order in which they ave
given, but begining with the most im-
portant first ; this, namely—
Evcrything we possess s Gols, It
was “ kés lurd's money ” that this man

hid. It was something given him in
trust. e had not created it. It could

not, therefore, be his.  He had no right
to usc it as he liked. “Iave I not a
right to do what I will with my own?”
asks the ungodly man,  Yes, sir, decid-
edly ; but what is your own?
gin with, physieal life is not your owu,
It was by God’s law that it was origin-
ated. Mental life is not your own; it
is God's gift. The carth yoa walk on
is not your own. The air you breathe
is not your own. It seems to me that
such men commence with a wrong idea
of things,
wrong, all the ekddren of it will be
wrong too. But Tam not speaking with
infidels, but with seckers after truth,
and with Chiistian men and women who
are trusting in Christ. DBut are not we,
my brethren, apt to forget that what we
poseess we hold in trust from God ? The

To be-.

And if the parent idea be,

the groundwork on which wo are to
build up a spiritual temple.  Just as the
rays of the sun in spring-time strike on
the dead earth, so that the seed depositud
in it Logins to sprout and put forth, tiil
a Leautiful flower appears, so likewise
the influences of the Iloly NSpirit are
continually operating upon this human
natare of vurs,  Out of it that celestial
agent develops the graces of the Spirit
land the fraits of holiness, And evory-
thing about us ought xo to be ordered as
that 1 it there shall be the confession,
I am not my own: Iam God's, Noth-
ing have I that T have not received !
Now, T am afraid that much of our life
is utterly wanting in such confession.
We forget God our Maker, and Christ
our Rledcemer. I believe that muclr of
the non-suceess that many men meet
with is attributable to this fact, that
they practically forget God. Do we re-
member, in our domestic arrangements,
that we belong to God? Is there a
houschuld acknowledgment of the fact ?
Do we daily confess before children and
dependents that we are God's? And
; that, not by word simply ! Do we con-
fess it in the way we dispose of our
rwains? Nothing pat by for Christ's
kingdum? A paltry sixpence whenever
" there happens o be a collection is all
_with many who claim the title of
‘Christian. ~ Iow can such read the
words of vur Lord without fecling pangs
(ot inconsistency —* Seck ye first the
 kingdom of Gad and His righteousness,
;and all these things (about which ye are
so anxious) shall he added unto you.”
But ' evergthing we pussess be the
gt of God, since the life, kealth, and
ability by which we oblain it &s Gud's,
are we not under obligation so to use
everything as that God's glory shall be
1prmnoled thereby ? I cannot sco how
we can escape the inference.  To dig in

brain-power we have ; the love-power; the earth and hide a talent is to dis-
we have ; the money-power we have— | honour Gud. It is to rob self also.
these we hold in trust for God. They, Now many persons take to themselves
are ours, so to employ them as that He|credit for great humility, when they
shall have the profit.
only the promise of a higher life.

It is'indelence., There is a spiritual indo-

This lower life is| ought to reproach themselves with great ..
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