
134 TUE CONVERSI

'This is a faithful saying and worthy
of ail acceptation, that Christ Jesus
caine into the world ti save sinmers.'
And then Acts xvi. 31 ' Believe
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shal
le saved.' "This," she continuied,
' is the holy doctrine which fiows
through ail St. Paul's epi>tles; the
faith le taught during his life, and
sealed with his death ; and which our
Church would have us pray that we
may follow."

"I understand it now, '.iamina, quite.
Will you tell nme soinething more about
St. Paul. ile was called Saul at first,
I know; and was born at Tarsus, in
Cilicia. '

" Yes, a citizen of no mean city,
evidently of higher birth than any
other uf our Lord's apostles, elever,
weil c lucated, and brought up in the
striLtest sene, a Jew. le studied
under G.unaliel,one of the nost learned
of the Jewish doctors, and was held in
such esteem at Jerusalen that wien
quite a young man, we fInd him taking
a prominent part at the martyrdomn of
St. Stephen, and very soon alter it was
that he went to the High Priest desir-
ing letters to Damascus that he mnight
bung ail Christians bound to Jerusa-
lem. The account of his wonderful
conversion on the way will be read three
times in the services for to-morrow.
Once as the Gospel, twice as the second
lessons."

" Not all the same, surely, Mamma?"
" No, the Gospel contains the real

incident. The morning's lesson, St.
Paul's own account of it to the Jew's
at Jerusalen. The evening one, his
repetition of the same in his noble de-
fence before King Agrippa."

"IHow astonished every one must
have been at the change."

"They were indeed. The Jews
were very angry. The disciples were
afraid of him, and would not believe in
his conversion, till St. Barnabas brought
him to the apostles, declaring to them
that it was all truc, and how boldly he
had preached at Damascus in the name
of Jesus. It is impossible for me to
tell you now ail that St. Paul did and
suffered for the sake of Christ during
the remainder of his life. First, in
company with St. Barnabas, then with
Silas, then with St. Luke, he carried
the Gospel far and wide through Asia
Minor into Greece-to Rtone where he
preached--before the Emperor and to
the far West; some even believe he
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went to England. lie endured ston.
ings, buatings, revilings, perections,
ii prison ments, perils by land and a
-coluntin Lg all joy for the 4ake of
Christ, and in his deep hI tni htv d-
elaimbing al] praise to himsel. ' For he
writes, ' 1 ain the least of the apostles,
that amn not mleet to be called an aIuoý.
tie. because I persecuted the Church
of God. But by the grace of Godf I ar
what I an......' During his wanider-
ings le wrote the epistles or letters
which bear his naine, to the differeit
Churches le lmad established in Europ>e
and Asia, and thus,as the colileet beauti-
fully expresses it, ' caused the light of
the Gospel to shine througho,ît the
world.'

At lengti his work wasaccomnplished
le went to Roine for the last tune, an
was there thrown into prison by order
of' the Enperor Nero, together with St.
Peter. Oue loves to think how thee two
great Apostles must have strengthened
and conforted each other ; how bright
and loving for their great Masters
sake the intercourse of tLose few last
nonths nust have been. Whether

they suffered together is not quite
known,but it was about the saine true,
between sixty and seventy years aîter
the birth of our Lord. St. Paul was
beheaded, and for that reason le is
generally represented with a sword."

" Wien and why did St. Paul change
his name ?''

"That we arc not told-some think
it was in remembrance of his first
convert, Sergius Paulus; others. that
Saul was the Jewish namne, Paul,
the Roman une, and that he adopted
the latter on being sent more paiticu-
larly to the Gentiles."

"Thank you,dear Mammna,very much
for ail yon have told me. I ,hould like
to follow St. Paul in his hunility and
love, but it scems sad that after aill he
gave up, and all le suffered, he should
be killed at last."

" Do you think so, Hugh ? l1e lid
not. To him to die was gain. And when
the hour of his departure was at laad,
le was enabled to say, ' I have fought
a good fight; I have finished iny course,
I hae kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but uto aYl
thern that love His appearüiig.' God
grant, my own dear boy, that wC 11ay
be among them." L . B.


