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Wuat mourning best becomes this awful day,
‘The sun eclipsed, the stars of heaven will say.
‘The scarlet imoon, the vanquished power of hell
The temple rent, the opening tombs can tell:
The face of nature, heaven and carth forebode
The death and passion ofthe Son of God :
Disorder, darkness, dread despair, dismay,

The murder ofthe King of heaven display.
“That day with treason, and with terror fraught

"The flocks dispersed, the gailtless Pastor caught.
He pray’d, he wept, he bled, te cned in vain,
Szid-—Father see, ah ! see thy son in pain,

T'm sad to death—say, can't thy auger pass

Unless I drink this sud approaching glass?

The gall of sin, tho wrath of heaven, I see

The cnormous debt of man must fall on me.

But, eave the world, and on thy bleeding son

Thy wrath discharge, and let thy will be done.

. Yinmoved, my soul ! canst thou that scene behold,

The Lamb of God for thirty pieces sold !

Betrayed, abused, defeaceless and alone,

Amidst his focs, deserted by his own !

Unfelt, how can your Christian heart sustain

That bleeding figure-of your Christ in pain!

His woundcd head with picrcing thorns crown'd,
1lis hallowed hands, and blood.stained body bound !
What grace may men from such cffusion have,
One drop of which ten thousand worlda would save?
His eyes behold, once more, than diamonds bnght,
With crimson gore distained, deprived of sight:
‘That face disino, which channed the heasens bufore
With bufivts bruised, aud dashed with spitdes o'er
T'he angelic face of our redeeming Lord

By men insulted, but by thrones adored.

Now dost thou, Parent of my Saviour, see

Thine only son opprest with agany

The toresight of his cruel death appears,

And from his heart breaks out in bloody tears.

‘The Xing of Angzels thus by ruffiars tied,

By welves harassed, relentless tyrants trned ;

That scene coutd thou, afflicted virgin, bear,

1f heaven did not thy tender beart repair

How different looks, my God, tuut face divine
From tiat whicti did on Thabor lately sluue !

A cloud of glory clothed thy wspect tiere,
Butereams of L1,0d, ard ine ~tal s2d-ess here.

A heavenly rote thy shoulders there display'd,
Which furrownd now:. strained on the cross are laid
That head which was by thmonas on Thabor crown'd,
Draops, shedding mercy, pierced by many a wound,
Methinks { hear thy veice fiom yonder tree,

Cry, Lord, my Ged ! hast thou forsaken me ?
Imploring heaven with thy departing breath

To spare the atrocious agents of thy death.

Thro" all the scencs of woe Christ’s passion ran ;

No wonder. sinco he bore the guilt of man.
Presonted Adany, and his fallen race,

The breach repaired the fall withgreater grace.
The mening sun eclipsed in sable night.
Frommen withdrewv the auspicious face of light.

The stating comets from: their circles fled,

The graves were opened and threw up their dead.
*I'he moon appeared distained, immerged in blood,
And nought but man the dreadful sight withstood.
From head to foot the temple rent in twain,

Pale nature sunk beneath the frightful scene—
The work is done-~the Father’s will abey’d,
With infimite price 18 Adam's trespass paid ;

He gently 1aid his bleeding head asido,

Pierced through the heart, delivering Jesus died.
Let mortals from this dust of earth arise,

And fromn the cross to heaven direct their eyes:
From woeful cares to keavenly thoughts ascend ,
And to that voice which points to God attend ;
The voice of Christ, replete with healing grace,
Inviting sinners to eternal peace—

That peace which teems with merit, fevor fraught,
With blocd, the sacred blood of Jesus, bought.
Now, from the blocdy mount, my soul ! return,
And the parent of thy Saviour Liourn;

If yet she ba in such distress alive;

Ifyetshe can her murdered son survive,

With bleeding heart her melting eyes espied

Her darling whipt, his naked body tied,

Stretched on the cross, the torturing Tack of desth,
She saw him forced to yicld his dving breath.
His hallowed limbs with iron nails, his head
With thorns picrced, and now she sces him dead,
She weeps, and lives to shew the friende of God
Must suffer here, and kiss the-penal rod.
Oppressed with grief, the feithful partner ghe

Of Christ’s affliction and calamity ;

Her trembling voice now Christian James cttend—
A tear, the tribute of compassion, lend.

01d Simeon said his prophesy was true ;

The sword of grief would cleave her heart in two.
Ah ! could’st thou heer ler palled lips repeat

The lamentation of her mournful state :

Behold my sorrows, end my anguish see,

My child is racked—-wiH no one pitty me ?

I'm pierced todeath! O puiltless Son divine,
Can there bs sorrow, grief, Lke thine and mine ¢
Pierced is thy heart bound on the woeful treo
For man—but minc, O darling Son ! for thee.

PROTESTANT MISSIONS 1IN TRIE EASTK.
Scnoot SysTEM.

The extent to which Schiouls have been established
by modern (Protestant) miissionaries, is very pgreat.
Thets cannot be fener than 230,000 youth, now receivs
ing instruction in misstonnry schoo's. As the school sys-
tem has been actively maintained for a number of years,
thero is an aggregate of a million of scholars who have
been for a succession of munths suljeet 10 missionary

'iuﬂunmc. The propoition of converts in this mighy

host, 1o “cttaialy very small. It was stated by the Rov.
Mr. Richard, wno labored lung 1a the services at Cal-
iR, that of the many thousand boys instructed, only 5 or
6 were convested. At Vepey, a subuib of Madras, where
for a hundred years this specious of labour has been bes~
towed, the results are scarcely more cncouraging, nor at
Tranquebar, where schools have been maintained for
130 years. In all Madras, where many thousands have
teen taught in missionary schools there are not known to
be a half dozen converted natives. Qut of the Scotch
General Assembly’s school in Calcutta, which for six

years has had an average of 400 scholars, und the entire
and constant attention of two missionarics, there Aave
been butfive or siz conversions. ‘That at Chittagong,
taaght by & misstonary in posson, cvery day for 16

yoars, with an average of 200 pupils, has witnessed but
two scholars, converls.

As to conversions to Christianny, Malacca has but
few instances, sv few as to call for anxious inquiry, As
to the natives, it remains a moral wilderness. The
schools, so long and so vigorously maintained, have nct
been prolific of spiritunl goud. Thousands who have
attended them, are now heads of families, and ample
time has elapsed, to aliow tha efforts to ghow mature re~
sults : butno Malay Christian, that I could learn, is to
be found in the place!

Seripture and Tract System.

The Malays liave long had missionaries ; few of whaom
in the way of p:eaching,but distributing tracts have en-
geged must of them. Nolessthan seven versions of the
Scriptures have been pristed ; and so early 08 1820, Ds.
Milne stated that forty-two Christian books had been
distributed, but so farus I can learn, with scarcely any
perceptible benefit.—I do not kear of a single Malay
convert on the whole Peninsula.

Coxnyucar SysTEM,

The calculations whicli have beea made on the labors
of the wives of missionaries are for the most part too
large. Speeches, essays, and *sermons, have described
the usefulness of famales in glowing terms. It haseven
been declared that on this account, ¢ almost all missiona
aries of the Protestant churches may count for two.”
The exclusion of women in certain countries has given
riso to this opinion, as they can find access to their own
sex, not practicable to their husbands. But it must bn
considered that only in a part of the field are females
rigidly oxcluded, and then only in thoe higher classes,
with which new missions have muchtodo. Fow miss
sionaries, wives have acquired the Janzuage to such an
cxtent as 1o be useful in this way.—Their opportunities
for learning are by no means so good as those of their
husbands. Houschold duties "demand some time, their
minds have been less trained to the acquisition of lan-
guage. Among ourselves we do not reckon minister’s
wives as so many evangelists,—much less can we count
apon the wives of missionaries. Among tho heathens
few nurses or servants can be trusted with children even
for an hour ; the elder ones are not safe away at school,
but must be about the mother, and taught wholly by her
—itselfa great task which few mothers in America could
add 10 their other cares. In sickness she is not aided by
acirclo of kind friends, but must nurse her;husband, her
child, or her scholar, day by day alone ; she must find
ker principle sphere of uscfulness, in keeping ker husband
wholchearted and happy—In being a good house-wife—
training up her children woll; furnishing her husband
with prudent council and affectionate support,—and sat-
ting befura the heathen the elevated and puryfying char-
acter of couyugal life as regulated by the New Testament,
Un-marricd females (why notnales also?) and such
as have no children, may generally be regarded as mis-
sionaries in the fullestsense.  Some of these havo muin-
tained for years a courso of usefulness not inferior to
their masculine (married) fellow laborers.

MoTives or CoNVERTS.

The convort becemes an outeast in such a sense as
the Europcar cannot conccive. Unless the missionary
devise amode of subsistense for him, he must lilerally
starve. In addition to other ovils, this state of things
tends to keep off all who have property to loose, and




