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THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.

« @@OD AND BAD ASPECTS OF THE .
T FAMINE

From the Report of the American Madurp Mis.
sion, we take the following interesting passages :—

‘The year 1897 will long be remembered by the
people of India.
Great Famine.

The close of 1876 was gloomy enough. The
rains had entirely failed ; the scarcity of food and
consequent high prices were increasing the distress
damily. Early in the present year thousands left
their homes on account of the famine. They
went in every direction ; hundreds fell victims to
cholera by the way, while in the places of destina-
tion, graves are counted by thousands. Although
the railroad was bringing into the district great
quantilies of grain, the scarcity in the out-lying
parts of the district was fearful. Robberies and
the bumning of villages increascd rapidly.  Govern-
ment commenced relief works, and established
camps, but of course it could not reach anything
like all the cases needing help. People who were
unable or unwilling to go to the reliel works, were
reduced to great extremities for food. Many sub-
sisted upon the heart of the aloe, and hundreds
hved for days and weeks upon the seeds of the
senna.  As a consequence, pestilence and disease
prevailed, and in August the death-rats was enor-
mous.

10 June and July relief was commenced in many
villages by a daily dole of food or money to those
ineligible to the relief camps. Wells were dug or
deepened, and small nelds were sown and planted,
but blight and insccts destroyed the crops.. The
early rains in August failed, and the prospect was
terrible.

From the middie of September until late in
December, continuous and abundant rains filled
the tanks and kept the rivers in unprecedented

 floods. Early in December there was an unnsual
fall of rain, registering in some places over twelve
mches in as many hours. The consequent rise of
rivers destroyed many lives, Lroke the banks of
numerous tanks, swept away villages, and caused
great damage to the standing crops.

In September, when the outlook was the darkest,
help (rom abroad began to come. Large sums of

money were distributed through local committees, |

for support of life, for poor cullivators to enable
them to plough and sow, and for houses and cloth-
ing. This Mansion House Fund, although com-
ing late, has saved multitudes of lives and done
roore perhaps than the Government itsclf, towards
preventing a famine the coming ycar.  But for this
help, great tracts of land would have remained un-
cultivated.

These events have had a marked influence
upon the work of the year. The distribution of
large sums of maney by the Missionaries has oc-
cupied much of their time during the Jast two
months of the year. Aside from the money received
from the Mansion . House Relief Fund, money has
also been received from friends in America. ‘These
latter funds have rendered most valuable assistance
to our native people. The Mansion House Funds
have been distnbuted without regard to caste or
creed.

Many of the resuits of the famine will be noticed
in the following pages, and yet there are a few
incidents that it may be well to group here.

Mr. Noyes writes :—* Of thousands who went
for sustcnance from and through the Kambam
valley, to the coffee estates of the Travancore Hills,
comparatively few have veturned to their homes.
Four hundred and seventy-nine peaple are reported
to have died at one coffee estatejfls/ (-

. ‘The weavers have suffered gr;ttfy The leading
men of this caste in Madurg, fogether with civilians
and residents, raised money, to which Government
added, and a relief house was established for this
caste alone. Mrs. Capron writes :—* My sympa-
thies have been enlisted-for these children, and the
allowance of fifty rupees a month from the Famine
Relief Fund has been mostly spent among them.
This moming a weaver woman came to the Dis-

It will be called the year of the :

! pél;s.a'r-y. with tears running dowh her cheeks. She
“sobbed-out; -4 A year-ago-k

had-seven-children...I

A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM1

NRg-8e

 donot know where therc father 1s.  The fifth child
died last night. T carried it out to the buming-
ground and there 1 lefi it, I had o money to buy
fuel for the burning, I have these two left—look at
theny, and save them to me if you can.”” Like
, things have happened in very many families. In
many places children have been sold to procure the
means for purchasing food. A great many instances
are mentioned where men of wealth have given
largelyk\f)ﬁds feeding  the starving. Pfiv.ﬂe
charity Ly the poor themselves to the slarving
about them has been very common.

That the famine has made, and will make, great
changes in communities and customs, cannot be
doubted.  Although too early to estimate the re-
sults good and bad, yet some of these are too evi-
dent to pass unnoticed. Among the bad results,
we find many déaths, many diseases and diseased
bodies, habits of theiving, deceiving and begging,
loss of manliness, loss of shame and chastity, many
seperations, of hushands from wives and parents
from children, a hardening effect on the minds of
nearly all by the sight of so much suffering and
death.

A few of the good results are, esteem for the
English Government, appreciatfon of the railroad,
regard for Christianity, triendliness towards Chns-
tians, disgust of idolatry, embracing of the Chris
tian religion, ahd a drawing ncarer to one another
in the work of administering relief="* Mad'ras Temes.”

—_——— ————

‘I'here are a good number of circles under the
Toronto ladies Board, that the Secretary and
Treasurer would both like to hear from. We pre-
sume the same is true of many circles under the
other Ladies' Boards. ft s a great encouragement

taries, and of course it is always pleasant to the
T'reasurer to receive funds 1o mect the calls upon
the Societies.

MOVEMENT TOWARDS CHRISTIANITY.

During theslast year, between 8oo and goo families, |
.numbering about 6,000 souls, and residing in 6o dif-
ferent villages in North and South Arcot, have re-
nounced their idols,and formally accepred Christianity.
We have not included any of them n our statistical
table, as we wish to test their motives before calling
then Christians. The movement, although principally
amongst the Pariah caste, is by no mgans confined to
them.  Pastor John staies that of the 18 villages he
has received, “two are composed of caste people, one
including the Moncgar and 11 familics.  These have
broken the sacred thread from their badies, taken off
the lingum from their arms, and caten with me.” In
one viﬁage in South Arcot, seven familics, represent.
ing three different castes, together with eight families
of Pariahs, form a new congregation. Although many
of those who bave come may desert us when the
famine is over, yet a Jarge number will. doubtless be
firm, and whatever may have been their ruling motive
in joining us, we believe it was the Lord only who
%avc them the mind and the courage to renounce the
aith of their fathers, and accept a new religion.  This
is not the first time that God has made famine a means
of subduing men's hearts, and leading them to forsake
their dumb idols to serve Him. These people are at
first, very ignorant, and Catechists must be sent to
teach them.  It1s a great step gained when men re-
nounge idolatry and declare their intention to become
Christians, but unless they are carefully instructed,
we cannot hope for any satisfactory results. Our cus-
tom, therefore is, on receiving a large number of
people, to form them as soon as practicable into a
congregation, with a Catechist a their head, and teach
them immediately to observe the outward forms of
Christianity. In cases where so many come over, one
Catechist has charge ,of two or more villages. His
duty is to meet the people in the evening, and instruct
them in the fundamental truths of the Bible, and dur-
ing the day to teach the children. This daily instruc-
tion of “line upon line” does not fail to make an
impression in time. even on the dullest minds, and
nearly all of our Christians have been the outgrowth
under God's grace of just such instruction.—Ansual

LET US HEAR FROM YOU ! |

to the Secretaries to hear from (e~ Toeat-Secre-t

Report of the Arcot Mission,* Madras Times”

We saw it stated some time ago that one-third
of all that was given for Forcign Missions last
year, was given by Sabbath Schools and children.
This is a most hopeful and remarkable sign of the
times, if true. It speaks well for the broad Chris-
tinn character of the coming generation of Christian
workers and members of our churches. Evidently
o/l{fe money of many of our Sabbath Schools is
not being used to get books and papers for .them.
selves, and to defray the expenses of the “ Anpual
Pic-Nic.” Let us hear from more of our children.

THE GOOD A LITTLE MONEY MAY DO.

For $125, a girl can be clothed, fed and educated
for five years. When taken she does not know a
letter. At the end of the five years, she will
be able to take a “ Vernacular Third-Class Govern-
ment Certificate ” to teach.

WOMAN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY OF WESTERN CONVENTION,

Received since the Annual ..\lccllng, Oct. 18ih, 1877.
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EKSKINE BUCHAN,
Treasurer,

Yorkville, July 3nl, 1878.
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BOARDS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Maritime Provinses.

President, Hon A, McL. Seeley.

Corresponding Secretary, Rev. J. M. Cnmp, D.
Wolfville, N. §.

Secrelary, Rev W. P. Everett, M. A, St. John, N.'B.

Treasurer, Thos. P. Davies, Esq., St. Joha, N, B.

Oniarto, Quebec and Manisoba.
President, Rev. R. A. Fyfe, D. D., Woodstuck.
Cor. Sec., Rev. J. L. Campbell, Montreal, §. Q.

Home Sec., Rev. Jas. Coutts, Collingwood, Ont,
Treasures, T. S. Shenston, Esq., Brantford, ()gl.

n,

WOMEN'S MOAKDS,

Nova Scotia,
President, Mrs. J. ¥. Panons, Halifax, N. s,
Sec. & Treas., Mrs. M. R. Seldon. Halifax, N. 3.

New Brunswick.

President, Mrs. Jas. Pettingel, %1 thn. N B
Sec., Mrs. John March, St. Joha, N. B.
Treas. Wm. Allwood, St. John, N. B,

Prince Edward Tdand.
Pres., Mrs. A. Chapman, Bedeque, P. L. I
Sec., Miss Annie Schurman, Bedeque, P. E. 1.
‘Treas., Mrs. ). Bradshaw, Bedeque, I'. E. 1

Easterss Convention.
Pres, Mrs. T. J. Claxton, Montresl, P. Q.
Sec., Mrs. M. W. Alloway, car Metcalf and Buemside
streets, Montreal.

Treas., Miss Green, Montreal,

Western Conveation,
Pres., Mrs. Hon. Wm, McMasier, Taronto, Ont.
Sec., Mrs. H. H. Humphrey, 10 south Pembroke street
Toronto.
Treas., Miss Erskine Buchan, Yorkville, Ont.



