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fied in refusing to permit a Brother
to retire fromi a Lodge at a regular
meeting, after the transaction of the
routine business, and before com-
mencing to confer degrees, and par-
ticularly if the hour vas then ten
p. m., or after? 2. Oould the Brother
wishing to retire geraist in leaving
the room, in the face of the W. MI.
refusing his perniiseion? Kindly
state the proper course to pursue in
such a case, as 1 do not think the ar-
bitrary exercise of authority by a W.
m. should be permitted in this man-
ner, as occasion miglit arise when a
member would be put to great inco-
venience by being compelled to re-:
main during the pleasure of the
W. M..

A.-The Worshipful kaster is ab-
solute when presiding in Lodge.
From bis decision there is no appeal
in the Lodge. Blis orders must be
obeyed. No Brother can refuse coin-
pliance with bis mandates. If any
Brother believes himself to be ag-
grieved by an order of the Master, bis
dauty is to obey the order, ana then
bring the mattor before a highier au-
thority.

The Master, however, should not
be arbitrary in the exercise of bis
functions. His power le great, and
lie should, on that account, be more
careful to do nothing unjust or un-
fair to any brother. For anv arbi-
trary or unca1led-for exercise of bis
powers lie is amienable to the Grand
Master and Grand Lodge, and is
liable to punishinent therefor.

W(e consider that the Master should
allow any brother to retire who wishes
to dIo so, unless there is some very
strong reason for refusai, or unless it
wouldl leave the Lodge without a
-quorum. The request, of course,
should be made at a convenient time,
so as to cause as little interruption of

the business as possible, and flot
while a degree is being conferred, or
whule a ballot is being taken.

.We do not see how a brother could
"persist in leaving the room" with-
ont permission, if the I. G. does bis
duty.

Oryptic Mfasonry.

ANNUL MEETING 0F ADONIRAM COUNCIL
0F ROYAL AN~D SELECT MASTERS.

The Annual Assembly of Adoniram
Couneil of Royal and Select Masters,
No. 2, G. B. 0., was held on Wednes-
day, 6th 'Augnst last, in the new and,
elagantly furnished Convocation Hall,
situate in the 'Victoria Hall, Victoria
street, Toronto. After the trans-
action of general1 business the fol-
lowing.officers were duly elected, ana
installed by R. III. Comp. J. G. Burns,
D. G. M. of the Grand Council of
Ontario, assistedl by R. El. Gomp.
John Ross IRobertson, Inspector-
General Toronto Division :-V. Ill.
Oomp. George C. Patterson, Th. ElI.
M.; R. Ill. Comp. John McKee, P.
Th. ElI. M.; 111. Oomp. John S.
Dennis, D. M.; M11. Comp. John Pat-
ton, P. C. of W.; IEl. Comp. John H.
Brydon, Seeretary (re.elected); m.
II1. Coinp. Daniel Spry, Treasurer;
El1. Comp. P. J. Siater, O. of G.;
OGmp. Wm. Mansfield, Conductor;
Comp. Josephi Purves, Organist; ELI
Comp. S. R. Quigley, Steward; Comp.
John Linton, Sentinel. A large num-
ber of Companions were present.
After installation the Council ad-
journed to, the festive board, ana an
enjoyable evening was spent.

St. John's Masonie Pair.

'We have aiîready cailed attention
to the Masonic Fair, Wo be held next
month, in the city of St. John, 'New
Brunswick. As the Fair is in aid of
the Building Fnd of Freemas3on's3
Hall, now near its completion, to re-

1place the building -which, 'with all the


