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There are harids that tire waved whcn the fairy
shore

13y the mirage is lifted in air;
And wve somtimes hear through the turbulent

rOZar
Sveet voices we heard in the days gone before
When the wind dowri the river ivas fair. «,

Oh !rernenibered for aye be that blessed isie
Ail the day of our life until nighit;

.And when evening glows with its beautifful
suaiile,

And our eyes are closing in slumbers awhile,
May the Greenwood of soul be in sight.

LIFE IN KURDISTAN.

BY ARSEN DAMOAGIAN.

Tlhere lives iii the highlands of Ar-
mienia and Mesopolarnia a strange
people cornposed of sever3l groups of
tribes which have nothing in commnon
but their naine. Their origin is hidden
in nwstery. The different kinds of re-
ligion they profess are as distinct as the
three languages they speak iii the re-
spective parts of the country. Yet,
with ail these peculiarities, they mnight
constitute a governrnent like that of
Switzerland, if properly educated ; but
they have iîot the slightest idea of
political existence. They ineet each
other only on the battlefield; and their
traditional valor is spent in weakening
each other instead of formihg a strong,
unit to resist intruders. Howei er,
this does flot prevent theiin froin play-
ing an important part in the tragic
events in Asia Minor, at the expense
of their Cliristtan neighbors.

The ordinary Kurd is a stalwart,
robust fellow withi sinewy aris and
hairy breast, exposed to the heat of the
-sun as weil as to the frost of the winter.
By natuire he is an e:îcellent clinibe,
Hie can jump like a goat and run lIP
a horse. Hie can work liard in the long
,est days of summier, frorn sunrise to
sunset, subsisting on mere bread and
water. It is a niarvel that people who
do not taste rneat for rnontlîs, and
-often forget tbe color of bread, can en-
joy such health and physical strengtb.

'The Kurd does not care any more
for his dress than for bis food. A new
pair of shoes, a big cap, with a nurta-

ber of colored hiardkem-chiefs wvrapped
aroutid it, forin the chie[ pýarts of h;s,
toilet. The other parts of bis body
are covered by bis panoply, ivhich con-
sists of a flint-lock gun, a pair of
pistols, a short dagger, a long and
crooked swvord, and many leather
boxes of gutipowder, lead balis, ouled
rags, etc. Ail these, arranged in a
peculir artistic mnanner, give a pictur-
esque appearance to the Kurdish war-
rior, especially when be is rich enough
to deck these weapoi)s with gold or
silver. H-e bias been trained to use
thern from. infancy, because bie biad
tiotbing else to learmn. ILetters and
books are unknown to bis people.
Trades are the miopoly of the Ar-
ienians. His tools are bis arms: they

will pi-ocure food and c1otbing for bis
famnily. The niost conîplex machine
he can use is his gun. The hardest
arithrnetic: is to find out the exact
amount of the tax to be paid to the
governnient for bis sbeep and goats.
Thbe tax for eacb animal hias a fraction
%vitb it. -lHe nîeets the saine puzzle
evem-y year ; but tbanks to bis ski1ll lie
often succeeds in hiding a nuniber of
bis taxable animiais in the fastness of
niountains befor the tax-gathere-s enter
bis harniet. He hinîself finds refuge
in those secret caves wben the titre
cornes for conscription, because lie
thitiks it better to do armed service for
hirnself than for tbe sultan.

He plunders everybody ; but lie
knows by experience that it is safer to
do business witb Chriscians alone, be-
cause injured Turks bave the power to
niake humii weigh, the iron chains of
prisons. lie seldoin kilîs, but often
indulges in cruelly beating and woutid-
ing bis victim.

Religious views do not seeni to in-
fluence Kurdish lufe. Tbey act in the
saine way and live in the saine mantier,
no matter wbether they believe in Mo-
hanîned, in the deý,il, or in the seid;
that is, holy men. Tbey ail go on
plundering without the least scrupie.
In fact, tbe difference is so littie be-
tween these followvers of distinct relig-
ions that ail the Kurds are often

344


