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the protection of their slaves, without the sligrhtest doubt or liesitation
as to their tidelity. As to the ultimate successof tleir arms, there could
be io question, and arrangements fer pleasant and early parties at
Washincton were entered into by thom with the utmost confidence.

During the conversation, i was reques.ed by the Conductor
to favor him witi my company for a few minutes, on retiring
with iim, he said witli ovident hesitation, that lie hoped I would
exeue the liberty lie was taking, but that Mr. Daingerfield wlio
was ore of their Directors, had inîforned him that I had a pass-
port for inyself and a lady but that I was returning alone and
that there was a lady on board, who was desirous of getting on toew
York friom vhich she wished te proceed to California tojoin her husb.md,
tlhat ait lier efforts to secure a passport had failed, now would 1 permit
lier to represent my lady, this application rathier startled me, I felt that
it would seurely be correct in me to comply, but at the saime time I
thought iat if Lhe story was truc, no great harmn could possibly result;
I ased the Coniduîctor what colour she was, to whieh he replied witi a
broad grin, comle with me anîd [ will iitroduce you ; I followed him to
a litle box he called his offlice, and wzas presented in due form to a very
handsome wel dressed lady, lier pleadings were irresistible, and my
objeet ions were gradually givingi way, when slie produced a let ter froin
her htusband, urging her Lo join him, and showed me also a Grand Lodgýe
Certilicate, wli cli sne was taking to hlim, ithis seuled tlhe matter and 1
coiiseinted. It waîs 4 P. M. when >ur train reached the station at
Manssas, hiere 1 found my small driver looking out for me mostanxio.us-
ly, lie told me thaut tie eneny (as lie styled the Northern troops) wecre
advancing and itiat all passports had beei suspended, I directed him to
look after the lady's luggage and to get out the teani with as litile delay

s posSible ; 1 then lunîted up my friend the stati officer, -wlo a- sured
me tiat the recent orders would not interfere wi.h my imovements in
any way, lie acconipanied me back to the station wlhere I introdluced
him to ny lady friend. The pile of luggage owned by my fellow
traveller was enormous, to take il witli us was evidently -n impossi-
bility, she, lowever, was quite willing to abandon it, provided shue got
through the lines herself this dilliculty I at once communicated to my
nilit.ry friend, wish ail the facts of the case; ie informnel us that
severai waggons were to leave for AIexanlria to-mnorrov under a flag,
and tiat lie wouhl endeavour to have tlem iforwarded to us at the
Mansion loiuse, this being arranged, we started, but the delays in
passing ti v'arious outposts teck up se much time, that it vas nearly
dark vhen we reaucled Fairfax ; here we determnined to romain for the
niglit. lIaving securied roois at the Inn, I turned out after supper to
hear the tiews, i mnt some of the ocifers I had seen on my way south,
vho told me tlat their posts had beenu atacked lat niglt, and tiat they

cxpeeied :, repetiLion bef>re morning, this was pleasant information for
me as a non-combatantto receive! but as I could not better my po-ition
cxcept by returniig, I determined to bear it witi ail the pliilosophy
I Could mnustr. My l.dy friend rTired ealy, but vith me,
sleep was out of' the <i(estion, I pIs-ed the long huours in conver aiion
with %he olicers oi duIly, accompanuyilng them in cccional visits to the
dilcekcnt posts ; fortunately the night pawed without an attack, and at
day bireak I called my companion and ordered the horses. After a
delightCul drive, in the fresh sw'eet air of a lovely morning, we passed
through the nordhern linos, and reaehod Alexandria at 8 o'clock. Afler


