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the protection of their slaves, without the slightest doubt or hesitation
as io théir fidelity. As to the ultimate success of their arms, there could
be uo question, and arrangements for pleasant and early pariies at
Washingtlon, were entered into by them with the utmost confidence.
During the conversation, 1 was requested by the Conductor
to fuvor him with my company for a few minutes, on retiring
with him, he said with evident hesitation, that he hoped I would
excuse the liberty he wus taking, but that Mr. Daingerficld who
was one of their Direclors, had informed him that L had a pass-
port for mysclf and a ludy but that I was returning alone and
thut there was a lady on board, who was desirous of getting on to New
York from which she wished to proceed to California (o join her husband,
that ail her efforts 6 sceure a passport had failed, now would f permit
Ler to represent my lady, this application rather siartled me, I felt that
it would scurcly be correct in me to comply, but at the same time I
thought ihat if the story was true, no great harm could possibly result;
T asiced the Conductor what colour she was, to which he replied with a
broad grin, come with me and Uwill introdace you; I followed him to
a listle box he eulled his office, and was presented in due form to a very
handsome well dressed Iady, her pleadings were irresistible, and my
objections were gradually giving way, when she produced @ letter from
her husband, urging her io join him, and showed me also a Grand Liodge
Certiticate, which =he was taking to him, this settled the matter and [
consented. It was & P. M. when dur train reauched the station at
Manussas, here Liound my small driver looking out for me most anxicus-
ly, be told me that the enemy (as he styled the Northern troops) were
advancing and that all passports had been suspended, I directed him to
look after the lady’s luggaue and to get out the team with as litile delay
as possible; 1 then hunted up my friend the stait officer, who a-sured
me ihat the recent orders would not interfere wish my movements in
any way, he accompanied me back to the station where I introduced
him to my lady friend. The pile of luggage owned by my fellow
traveller was enormous, to take it with us way evidently an impossi-
bility, she, however, was quite willing to abandon it, provided she got
through the lines herselt, this difiiculty I at once communicated to my
military friend, wiih all the fucts of the case; he informed us that
several waggons were to leave for Alexandria to-morrow under a flag,
and that he would endeavour to have them forwarded to us at the
Mansion House, this being arranged, we started, but the delays in
passing the various oulhosts ook up <o much time, that it was newly
dark when we reached Fairfux; hero we determined to remain for the
night. Having secured rooms at the Inn, I turned out afier supper to
hear the aews, [ met ~ome of the officers I had =cen on my way south,
who told me that their posts had been atincked last aight, and that they
expeeed & rapetition befre morning, this wus pleasant information for
me as 2 non-combatant to reeeive! but as I could not better my po-ition
except by returning, I determined io bear it with all the phiiesophy
I could muster. My lady friend retived carly, but with me,
sleep was out of the question, I pussed the long hours in conver-ation
with the ofiicers on duiy, accompanying them in ocen.ional visits to the
different posts ; fortunately the night passed without an atiack, and at
day ireak 1 called my companion and ovdered the horses. Aftera
delightful drive, in the fresh sweet air of a lovely moining, we passed
through the norihern lines, and reached Alexandria at S o'clock. ~ After



