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"AN OWER TRuz TALt."

Evcry acbaaiboy (I arn not rofcrring ta
Macaulay'» hypothetical ecboolboy), but,
1 say, every acbaalboy bas hourd of tisa
Zeven Wiseo Mea of Orcce, and Las, doubt-
lems, liko mysoîf, wandered on wht; pos-
aible ground cacb or ibce uages obtained
hie higis reputation for wisdam. I sun
not, I believe, vain o! sny own apharistie
.abiiitY, mur bave I thought It wortb wile
ta cultivate It ta any great extesit;
but, I do rcally tlîink that at tMules Piave
Uttered maxime quite'sss distinguimbcd for
their political sagacity, as uome cl *.110
aayiug8 attribn'tcd ta tbo famaus Seven
Oreeke of tise Sixth Century, B. 0. Thse
name af biaa, 'for instance, Ilia f loatodý
dawa to poatcrity on ther etrcugth of hie
leracular èictusu tisat "rnost men are bail."I
King ravid Lad long before ",said in hie
heart, ail men are liar8," and ln tLo'aine-
teenth century Carlyle Las ventured ta an-
aert that Englaad containe sa many mill-
ions sëf inhabittst, "sualstly Iuless." I
apprecicete these remas-ke a+ tiseir full
valus, Mnt it la nat hlgL.

Cillo, agalsi, anatiser of the Seven, is
known ta ns by a solitary apophtsegnx,
"«Conaide- the End.' Now, it aecore 'ta me
that ?the amosint of Intelligence and ln-
te!let required for thse elaborittion of
uinrilar sawe, mottocs, adages, or what-
ever elsa. we aiay choose 'ta euh tisem, 'la
hy noa Inans exhorbitant; and that the
mont cosnmon.place individual, even ln
'tisee Ilfin de alecte" days, could dictate
kind.red reflections by th,_ jzrd ta a Aten-
iographer or type-wrlter. 1 doubt, haw-
ever, Whether he would amas a fortune
by snbsequently publishinjg his Tupper-
isime.

Thos s-nde tbaughtu occurred ta me,
when, a fe'v daya aga, a f ricnd meationed
Ille name of fise man Whis <like Williami
Ges-ard Hamiltan, isnmortalized by a "sin-
gle £iOedh," delivered ln 1775) became an
iobject af public Intereat after hie declar-
atian Itisat *"nathing succeedi, like suc-
cese." Alas!1 for the eniptiness a! earth *
ly famel I have cica farzatteu tise au-
tisar o! Ibis axiom, and have in vain .tried
tao recail lt. I will, in default. faIvar the
1eaders of "Tise Antidote" with a coutter-
pan' 'ta the tisread-ba-e maxim. It is as
follawe: "'Nothing is sa unsurcesd!ul as
want of succees." 1 ill, isoiever, do mare
thon hand uvcr ta the publie thisi gela, af
"Proverbial Pbilosnphy." I will illus-
traie lifa truts by s-elating a brief episode
in my samowhat uneventful life.

I am hy prolcasion what la called a
lercpreenative o! the ps-ces," and I -have
always tàken: a great prido la my caiiing.
In order ta attain eminence ln my cs-ait
I have toiied aaaldnonaly at almost every
hi-sncb clincirapaper work, and flatte-
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myicîf, 'that though, ae a journalist, I
amr -nt an absolute genlus like tise late
Gea. T. Lanigan, feir Canadian reportera
can deslise more graphically tbau iý
self a flire or a eIiipwreck, v. cricket; match
or a hosro ralce, a parliamentery f ield.day
or a public executian. bly services, there.
fore, have alwaya heen lu requcat; the
situations tha«t I have ield have ben luc-
rative; and either in Canada or itk the
States I (vn zely an snaking a: courfortable
incarne, so lonsg as nîy gooId bealtis lasts.
These reînarks may accru, nut perbicps are,
egatigtical ; but I iesu ta show that 1
have always donc niy utulost ta pleuse
tuy emuployea, and lhavne agiected no olp-
portssuity o! servihsg- thiies intercet@. Nay,
mor.x On certain e-easioa, contras-y ta
tise advice of Talleyrand, I hava exhibi-
ted fao much zeal ln attempting ta distin-
guish inyscîf, an dit ls initis an of tisese
iucklese occasions «that my prescnt truts-
fui narraltive la cncrrned. Thse confession
of nsy wnkues8 w 5l perliaps lay the
ghiast of a painful resnixti8cencee; at any
rate, it ill serve lis a wa-rning ta Othser",
an dpoint the mornl ai Plinya anecdote,
"ne autar supra. crsepidam," or as tise Eng-
liaih ps-avers bas it, "A cobbler ohauld
stick ta hie hast."

Saine yecars ago Iliese wits a sitrike la
Moantrent, imong tise labo-crs on tise
irharves. I forget tise part iculars, and they
are <if no impo~rtance. The onhy paint
wirbci iaterestedl me iras that a repectable
mati named Braowa. 'ivo, dsîring the win-
tes-, had been emplayed about aur office
in saine capacity, had been 'rîtally beaten
by a gang of strikers h'xaune Le s-oîu&sd
ta jain i lmi. The aseault took place at
nigist nar the custamn hanne, and tho po-
lice Lad, as usual, failed ta arrest any onc
a! bis cowardl;- assallants. Noir, it ln
a natoriaus Iact, that countîcess numbers
ai ous- fs-ail humanity belleve tisat we pas-
sens ii a phenornenal degree, talente that
we positively iack. Cou9cqueantIy, tisough
Reaven bas bestawed an us mcrely a nap-
kin destitute of talents, ire go about lu
society. Ilourisising aur cmpty napkins
canrplacently ln the face of mankind, as
tisougis they cantained élamples; a! aIl]
imaginablei talents. This, ta a limited
extent, iras tise case with me. My "lfad"
wua a peculias- anc. For sanle occuit rea-
son, I :sad long chcs-isiscd tise nation that
1 iras an Edgar Alian Poe ai eolving mys-
teries, and tîsat nature had ariginally
nsouldcd for ai ecar-iseaded, fas--sigisted,
and niusble-witted dctective. Ina olnger
lsold this opinion. 1 ami content ta s-
catit -wits unfeigned humility. and, met-
apborically, ta drawin l my borne. MY
belief Ithat I wn a Vidocq le %nhatt Lard
Denman once callcd "a delusian, a mock-
es-y and a suas-e;" anti. 1 siaalo the Ieek
publicly mau ane cf o penance, ta atone
for %ny imbecihe sel- complacency.

I proecd now ta detail the modus oper-

andi bY wbicb My unwarrantable vasiity
was, crusbcd. The beatlng that poor
Blrown had rceived on tho wharf waa
inuchl alked of in aur office WC ralsed
a subscriptian in nid af bie wlfo and chtl.
drcn, and blnmcd tIse police ausd dotectiven
for faillng ta 'ineartIt the ruffians wlio
haid iiearly snurdered hlm. Au insane a-
bition, like saute evii spirit, now suddenly
oeized upon me, and goaded ino ou, at ail
bazarda, "lta pluck out the hcart of the
lnystcry." I even went so far as ta re-
bearse privately the triumpliant tane in»
which, wbien 1 badl qucceeded in my self-
Stppointeid mission, 1 Blicuid bu able ta
exclaim "'Eurekn;" and sny casily tickled
fsincy litttened witb rapture ta the loud
congratulations of my fellaw-jaurnallste.
I was almost tou excitcd ta aleep, and a
gccat 'part of the nigbt was passed ln
mapping out the plan of my campaign.
To a cunssing atrattegist like myself lau.-
tire çeesned out of the gucetioti. The word
Iitpossiblo " was for the time blatted

out of my dictionary. I was as "lcock.
sulre- of 5I2ccCss as Xacaulay was Said by
Sydner Staith ta bc l'ot evcrytfxfng."l

Accetdingly, tbe rnorning alter I bail
drawn up my programme, I d3terminel
ta execute my coup d'etat without any de-
lay. lXnawing, a Harniet eaid, that "the
apparel aIt proelainis thse man," I took
pais thstt bny *drcsa 8hauld nat; bo "ox-
premted in fancy," but slsauld bu cminently
rcpectable. 1, therfare, unhoakcd Iram
rny wardrobe a new black clatît fraek cat,
and -when my tailet had been carefully
campletodl, I laoked into the glas@, and
nated Iwith satisfaction that there waa
!iathing in my persanal appearance ta at-
tract attention, or aranse suspicion. 1
was simply an t.rdinary gentleman, wear-
ixrg s. dignified black frock-coat that had
iately cost a considerable nuinher aI dloi.
lares.

I 'iili naw bi-iefly explain my plan af
action. The assault on poor Brown had
been camrnittid near Jac Beef'a Estaminet,
tison the "lWindsor" of Common street.
Most of the men on striko wern, of course,
frcquenters of his ean'teen; many af thcm,
no daubt, boarded and lodged with hlm.
i was from that cammunity, that, in my
raie a! amateur détective, I was ta glean
,the nceded information. Skillfuuly ai-
lured by my serpent tangue, thcy sbould
[le forcedl uncansciausly ta furnish the dlue
iwhich would cuable nue ta unravel thse
tangled gkein of tise mysttuy. At about
il a'clock or. a bright susnlnef dlay 1 en-
tosrd tbe natariaus caxiteen. where my vic-
tory was ta Il, won. 1 nodded carz-Ies8iy
ta -the proprietar, and bande hua I "Gaod-
day.' Tises- wcre twa or tbree stools
in front oI the canaiter, and on ane of
creae I sea;ted myseif, and, pulling out
my pipe, began ta smokc. Tbe linge Bon-
iface behind tire bar gruffly aced -le wbat
I wauld take, sa I r8ked fuoi a 1çiass o?


