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Our Indian Deparvtment.

Edited by Rev. \V. A, Burmen, B.D,, Principal of the Rupest’sLand
Indian Industrial School, St. Paul's, Manitoba, Aissionaries
having items of interest regarding the Indian  will kindly forward
them to Mr. Burman.

In the February number of the AMissionary Re-
view there appeared a striking article on the work
of some Moravian missionaries in Alaska, entitled
“The Moravian Mission on the Kuskowim.” It
is arecord of noble szif-devotion and heroism, that
cannot fail to touch the hearts of all who read it
Few of our readers are perhaps aware that a similar
work, calling for quite as much self devotion, and
carried on inthe same Christ-like. spirit, is being
done by our Church in the Yukon Valley. If our
readers will turn to a pap of Alaska, near the point
at which the . 55th® parallel of longitude crosses the
Yukon, they will find Nuklukayit. Here, uided
by his devoted wife, the Rev. T. H. Canhara has
for two years been doing grand service as the ad-
vance guard of the Church. Below wegive some
extracts from most interestingletters from Mr. and
Mors. Canham, which speak for themselves. We
will only remark that they show most clearly that,
evenin our own northern missions, the age of
heroismis not past. To do such work and (0 dare
such perils and privations as Mr. and Mrs. Can-
ham are doing and enduring, requires not less
faith and zeal than that which fired the hearts of
the eatly Christian martyrs.  If the Church Mis.
sionary Society had but this one mission in Can-
ada, it might well plead for our support. It is,
however, but one example of the work it is doing
for out northern tribes. )

Writing in July, 1889, Mr. Canham says: * Be-
fore the seed can be sown some knowledge of the
language must be acquired. We are now but
breaking up the ground, as it were, and, while

doing so, long and pray for the time to come when -

the Gospel shall be proclaimed in all its fulness,
freshness and power. The Jesuits were on th=
scene before us, but, thank God, *1ey were no:
permitfed to gain an influence over these people.
We leave our brethren (the mission-
aries of the American Board) to fight for the lower
part of the river, while we guard most jealously this
upper part, and hope and pray that the C. M. S,
will be able to send outone, if not two, mission-
aries before the Jesuits’ purpose is carried out.”
Mrs. Canham writes: *“ It is now nearly a year
since we had letters or received any news from the
outside world. We are daily expecting the steame:
which is to convey us so much food (for body and
mind), as our supplies for the year come at the
same time as the mail. So you can in some de-
gree imagine the state of our feelings at present.
I almost dread to hear the whistle as the steamer
rounds the nearest point. It means so much in
every way tous. It will be a year next month
since we came here, and as yet we have not suc-
ceeded in getting into 2 house of our own; but
there is one in course of erection, as well as a
schoolroom.  Building is carried on so slowly in
this country, and the expense is so heavy that we
have to be very prudent and cautious in all our
undertakings. Mr. Canbam decided upon estab-
lishing the mission at an Indian village about
seven miles from here, and made all the prepara-
tion he could for building, but until spring very
little could be done. In the mean time the Alaska
Commercial Company gave us permission to oc-
cupy one of their houses, at the cost of $75; it
was very poor accommodation—two wretched
rooms, in which we had to hold prayers, daily
school, cook, eat, sleep, and try to keep warm with
the aid of one stove, which failed in heating the
two appartments; our bedroom was like anice-
house ; fortunately for us the winter was not so
severe as usual, although we had some very cold

L spells, and, thanks to our good and gracious God,

we both kept well.

*“There was a good deal of sickness amongst the
Indians during the winter, and the demand for
medicine was great ; we brought a fair supply with
us, but our store is almost exhausted now. The
only deaths we have to report are those of two in-
fants, and 2 great ‘Medicine Man. The latter
recovered from his first illness, but took cold and
died soon after. The people were in great fear of
this man, believing him to have certain magic
powers, and even still visit his grave and go
through some heathenish rite, the exact meaniong
of which I-cannot find out;—it is difficult to get
the truth at any lime from an Indian, and they
know we do not approve of their doings in this
matter. They are very ignorant and supersiitious, ~
and need a great deal of teaching; but as the
language promises to be difficult, and Mr. Canham
has no interpreter, it will be some time before
they know more than the rudiments of Christianity.
We must not despise the day of small things ; Paul
may plant, Apollos water, but God only can give



