
THE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

Ie could not trust to its gratuity of fruits, or
rest upon the energy of the ari alone, whien the
howl of beasts echoed in his rude dwvelling.
veapons imust bc wrested from the earth ; and

with these, animals must be tamed and yoked.
forests bowed, the soi torn up, and the deep and
mysterious sea crossed in daring adventure.

As soon as the necessities of life vere met by
such endeavors, a new field of enterprise vas
openied up. It opened up in the idea of comfort.
Thoglits of ease, security. beauty, and home,
sprung into existence; and coimforts became an

engrossing interest. Tie habitation, the food,
the clotiing, tIe couch, and the state of ma

assuimed a t'igniity becoming- a rude conqueror.

lie felt his powerand wishled to enjoy his triumph,
In attaining to this condition, ilustry was

taxed. By this, and this alone, was mnan able to

bear up against the pressure of wants, and suîp-

port life. There vas no rooin for the couch of
ndolence in the first homes of man. Every ob-

servation was needed ; every fact ivas a treasure.
Tact was philosophy, and to carry its culture
forward, til] it assumed the form of portable skill,
became the prime object of the chieftain father.

The fruits of thiese rude endeavours ivere al]

garnered, and religiously committed to tradition
Tihe father handed over his . :sdoi to his son as

lie hanled over lis flocks ; and in this way the
utinian race became vise by each age being

cradled in the knowvledge of the preceding one.

The Jndustrial Scienices arose.

Thc Inlast, ial Sciences embrace the varied
exercises of hunan sdl in mceting te ne

cessilies amld promOung t comr.s of man.
Froa a rude and soiewhat infantile condition

tley have grown into a noble state of vigor'

They are now distinct sciences, and claim the
increasing care of the patriot and pliilanthropist.
They have a place in legislatioi. Educators
arc beginning to include then in their schedule

of instruction. \Vith the Anerican people,
they are prime interests. Tlhey form the mas-
sive pedestal, on whichî a firce people stand in
rearing the superstructure of republican gicatness.

AGRICUL.TURE.

Agrnculture is the oidest and mo t important of
the lidustaiul Sciences. Fariiing was unidoubt-
edly the earliest eimploiymneut of mut. Tlhe cul-

éure of the vine and the tending ofßocks are
lonnd among tie records of the oldest ant iquity.
vlani, as soine inifilels have supposed, did not
biegili life in a vretced orphaiiage. The tradti-
t ons of tue East. the songs of poels, the spitit of
the mnythology and revelation agree iii iitrodune-
ti-g mtured mn to tie bicast of his cartlly
nith-*r, and representing him a- tauglt by sone-
thog more than blimd in.',tinct to draw his suppurt
froi the soil.

lI lookmgo, back to that distant day, China il
ihe first aricijltvral nation tiiat chuins our notic
Shuektord lias matte it mure tihan probable that
Noah aid li, immîaediate descendants pasicz mito
that section of the earti, aind carried with iliem
te knowle-lge of the antedilnvian worl. This
braichi o inidustry has always el.imed the care
of the Chiiese ; and to il, more thai anything
else, is to be attributted tneir eharacter and the
dotation of their eumpîie. An aglciuliural people
natuirally cuitivate tne elemeits of a permanent
cbaracter.

Egypt early discovered that lier wvealti vas
laid liip iii her soil. Tae fertile valley of tlhe Ni!e
watered and enriched by a favo tig Providence,
was tilled by Maizraini. The field of Zoa becaine
a garutein ; and ihie legislat ,r, and the priest, and
tIhe kinîg watched its ripening harvest, for by its
titlis they were chielly sopported.

We cannot liirger mueh longer in anc'ient
tignes. We tnst leave the ban ks oft ie far-himed
liitdes and the vale of Cashmere--we nust pass
ovor lthe plains of Chaldea, -iid the am icuîtural
lones o f thlie Jews, constit tec scli by' the ordi-
,îaii.mî of God--we int hasten across the attrac-
tive peninsiilas of Greece and Rome, and the rich
islaunuds of te Mediterranean Sea. In these quai-
teis, kiigs gnided the tonorable plougi.

Wve pause fr a few moments ai the Anglo-
Sa t iaee. This wondertiul people have always
eviiced a strng love for agrculxtural lfe. Tite
vlole hie of thieir march, irom S.,utlernî Inilia

across botl cntinets, is narked by the care of
callle and the culture of the soil. To these
tîings they owe mimeli of tlicir development-
tIhei bodi!" and Mental vigour, their calmn, col-
lected notions, and their practical good sense.
Coinningiiig with nature ii the iiidustnial toil that
tills the parental tields, is tle lappies and most
seree condiltion of inan. It sioult be at once
the wealth and glory of tIe Anerican. No
niat:oii, il) ancient or molein tines, lias owned a
richer atricultura l inheritance tihan that which
is possessed by us ; and when the American far-
mer brigs tIo his pursuits the cuntributions of
science, farming will be the great souice of na-
tioial wealth.

IiUNTINC AND IING.
The chase was one of the first puisuits of man.

lis fields, and Ilocks, aid peison were to be pro-
ticictd, and called for the c.ub, and trap, anîd îude
apear.

At a later period, the field and fioad tempted
nii tu eXercises ofskill ; and hîunting and fish-
ing began to put on something of tme dignity of
art. hleasts ceased to invade the cultivatel blspus
of the earth. The eye anJ ari of mat becane
a terror.


