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e could not trust to its gratuity of fruits, or
rest upon the encrgy of the arm alone, when the
howl of beasts echoed in his rude dwelling.
Weapons must be wrested from the earth; and
with these, animals must be tamed and yoked,
forests bowed, the soil torn up, and the deep and
mysterious sea crossed in daring adventure.

As soon as the necessitics of life were met by
such endeavors, a new field of enterprise was
opened up. Itopened up in the 1dea of comfort.
"Thoughts of ease, security, beauty, and home,
sprung into existence ; and comforts became an
engrossing interest. ‘The habitation, the food,
the clotning, the couch, and the state of ma
assumed a Ciguity becoming a rude conqueror.
11e felt his power and wished to enjoy his triumph,

In attaining to this condition, Zndustry was
taxed. By this, and this alone, was man able to
bear up against the pressure of wants, and sup-
port life. There was no room for the couch of
ndolence in the first homes of man. livers ob-
servation was needed ; every fuct wasa treasure.
Tact was philosophy, and to carry its culture
forward, till it assumed the form of portable skill
became the prime object of the chieftain father.

The fruits of these rude endeavours were all
garnered, and religiously committed to tradition
The father hunded over his v.isdom to his son as
he hauded over Iis flocks; and in this way the
human race became wise by each age being
cradled in the knowledge of the preceding one.
The Industrial Sciences arose.

The Industrial Sciences embrace the varied
exercises of human sl in meeting the ne
cessities and promoting the comfur.s of man.
From a rude and somewhat infantile condition
they have grown into 2 noble state of vigorj
"They are now distinct sciences, and claim the
increasing care of the patriot and philanthropist.
They have a place in legislation. Educators
are beginning to include them in their schedule
of imstruction. With the American people,
they are prime interests.  "They form the mas-
sive pedestal, on which a free people stand in
rearing the superstructure of repubiican greatness.

AGRICULTURE.

Agnculture 18 the oldest and mo st mmportantof
the fndustnal Scicuces. Farming was undoubi-
edly the earliest employment of man,  ‘Lhe cul-

THE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

wire of the vine and the teading of flocks are
lound amoug the records of the oldest antiquity.,
Vlan, as some infilels have supposed, did not
begn life i a weetched orphanage.  The tradi-
Lons of tne East. the songs of poels, the sphiit of
the mythology and revelation agree in iotroduc-
g matured man to the bieast of his eurthly
math-r, and representing himastaught by some-
g more than blind instinet 10 draw his suppuit
from the soil.

Iu looking back to that distant day, China i3
the first aznenltoral nation that claums our noties
Shucktord has made it more than probable that
Noah and hi~ immediate descendants passed into
that section of the earth, and carried with them
the knowledee of the antediluvian world,  This
branch of industry has always clumed the care
of the Chinese 5 and 1o it, more than anything
else, is 10 be auributed weir character and the
duation of their empite.  An agnculiural people
vaturally cuoitivate the elements of a permanent
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character.

Eusypt early discovered that her wealth was
laid up in hersoil.  Tae fertile valley of the Nile
watered and enviched by a favaring Providence,
was tilled by Muzrain.  The field of Zoar b2came
a garaen ; and the legislatr, and the priest, and
the king watched its ripening harvest, for by its
tithes they were chielly supported.

We cannot lirger much longer in ancient
times.  Wemaust leave the banks of the far-famed
Indes and the vale of Cashmere—we must pass
over the plains ot Chaldea, 1nd the agiicuntural
iomes of the Jews, constituted such by the ordi-
nation of God—we must hasten across the attrac-
live peninsulas of Greece and Rome, and the rich
1slands of the Mediterrznean Sea.  Inthese quai-
tets, kings goided the honorable plougn.

We pause fora few moments at the Anglo-
Savonace.  This wondertvl people have always
evinced a strong love for agriculural hfe. The
whole lme of their march, from Southern India
across both continemts, is marked by the care of
caltle and the culture of the soil. To these
tings they owe much of their developmeat—
their bodi! and mental vigour, their calm, col-
lected notions, and their practical good sense.
Communing with natare in the industrial toil that
tills the parental fields, is the happies and most
serene condition of man. It should be at ouce
the wealth and glory of the American. No
nation, in ancient or modern times, has owned 2
richer agriculiural imberitance than that which
is possessed by us; and when the Arerican far-
wer brings o his pursuits the contributions of

science, farming will be the great source of na-
tivnal weulth.
UUNTING AND FISHING.

The chase was one of the first puisuits of man.
His fields, aad tlocks, and peison were 1o be pro-
tected, and called for the c.ub, and trap, and 1ude
spear.

Atalater period, the field and fload tempted
mitn o exercises of skill ; and hmnting and tish-
ing began to put on something of the dignity of

art.  Beasts ceased to invade the cultivated spols
of the earth.  The eye and arm of man became
a lerror,



