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of the spirit of the age, have now, in great part by its exertions, ceased to be
received by the mjority of fariers with contenptuous incredulity, and Ly the
labourers with stubborn opposition. Iu te old days distance operated as a bar-
rier to imitation, and three-fourths of England only heard of what was donc in
the well-cultivated fourth to ridicule and despise it. When the father of Mr.
George Turner, of l3arton, Devon, the well-known breeder of Devon cattle and
Leicester sheep, who had lcarned somîething in his visits witl stock to Holikhain,
began tu drill turnips, a well-to-do neiglbour looked down friom thc dividing
bank and said to bis son, 'I suppose your father will be sowing pepper out of a
cruet nert.' Iudeed the whole history of the turnip cultivation afiords a char-
acteristic contrast btween the spirit of the past and the present. It took
upwards of a century to establisl tlie proper grow'thl of tiis erop, notwithstand-
ing tiat te wealth of incat and corn which procceded froi it was as plain to
those who would open their eyes as that a guinca was worth one-and-twenty
shillings. The frst dif-iculty was to pcrsuade farmers to try it at all; and not
one turnip was ever scen on a field in. Northumberland till between 1760 and
1770. Tlie second dimficulty was tu get them to be at the expense of hoeing,
insoniueh that Yonng said that lie should be heard with incredulity in nost
counties when he bore testiuiuny to the vast benefits wLich were derived in Nor-
folk fromi this indispensible portion of the process. The third difficulty was to
induce tiem to replace broadcast sowing by drilling, which appeared, as we sec,
te novices ne less ridiculous than peppering Lte land fre a cruet. The bigotry
of the fariner cranmped ihe enorgies cf the mechanics wo1 lie now welcones as
among bis best friends. Tlie implecents, even by the first manufacturers, fron
the absence of criticismn, anid competition, from the liimîited extcnt of custoi, and
froi the want of artisans skilled in working in iron, wCre, however excellent in
idea, both cluiisy and costly. The choicest specinncns which existed in 1840
have been so altered in execution by cheaper imateriuls and improved V'orkman-
ship that they can scarcely be recognised.

The Royal Agricultural Society, with its council of peers, squires, tenants,
and implement-makers-its professors of chiemistry, botany, and veterinary art
-its thousands of subs.cribcrs, sprcad over evcry counîty of England-its Journal
of transactions and reports-and, abovu all, its animal encanipients in the cen-
tres of successive ditricts-hîas donc for farmiinîg what the great fairs of the
middle aiges did for coinmerce-concentrated and d:ffiused knowledge, brought
custoiers and producers into contact, and Iîlpcd to cxtinguish prejudices in the
excitement of social gathierings. They have carried to provincial cities the best
live-stock, the best implements, and the best cultivators. The influence of ex-
ample, of coipetition, and even of rank and fashion, lias been brought to bear
.on local obstinaey. Squires have been encouraged to improve tleir estates by
the speeches of even greater inca tihan theinseles, and young noEimmen, in want
of an object, bave found it in agricultural duties. Implement-makers have had
the advantage of the suggestions of thcir custoners, and, thus taugIt and teach-
ing at the sane time, have every year bccomae more dependent or tenant and less
on fanicy farinrs. Mcn who went tu Shows stanch champions of the flail have
been vanquishcd by the mere sighit of a steau-engine driving barn-machinery;
as an old IIoncric Greek, if lie could revisit carti, would instanîtly recognise
the inferiority of stoucs Lurled by Lte hand tu the iron baihi projected fromi the
cannon's mouth. The greatest lanridlords, wandering unklownt in the show-yards,
have had opportunitiLs of lcarning whîolsome truths from the tenants of other
landlords. Sclf-satisfd ignorance is abashcd, and triunmphant skill finds at
once a large and cager audience. 'Thcse agricultural exhibitions arc, in fact,
the Woburn aid Ilki.am shcp+-bearintgs, uîmade national and expanded to the
diumcnsions cf :uî an C of stcamu-drixn threshing-nacines. When the Royal
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