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right, and keep it for his own personal

glorification
; but in return, he feels pretty

sure that those whose opinion he most wishes

to conciliate, those for whose appreciative

taste he has polished and repohshed his rough

diamond, will in the end see and admire the

work he has so carefully and lovingly per-

formed for them. We are less lucky in that

respect; ;We have to cast our pearls before

swine too often, and all for the sake of filthy

lucre.'

As it turned out, however, the group of

Autumn and the Breezes, in spite of this

unpromising beginning, really formed the

foundation of all Colin Churchill's future

fortunes. Colin worked away at it with a

will, nothing daunted by the discovery that it

would probably cost him something more than

he got for it
;
and in due time he despatched

it to the earl in England, at a loss to himself

of a little over twenty guineas. Still, the

iiii


