ITY_STORE]
RIES

b you money. Mall()p.
httention. " :

"OUNG.

VICTORIA, s. c

AWN
OWERS

Cotton and
Rubber .
Garden

Hose

We guarantee
our ‘hose.

Garden toolsof
all descriptions

iware Co., Ltd.

544-546 Wates St.

ADDLERY CO., 566 YATES STREET
EVERY BIT % e
her going into _gur ha}.;neau),htﬂ;;
at meney ¢am,buy., FEvery) 0f
is the best t,_h‘atutie hfgtt y
b. Any kind of harness you y of
h can rely on for quality and you'll
g find the price the lowest possible
g quality. ¥
ks an@ Valises always on hand.

The SprotlEShaur
BUSINESS,

% /]
ANVOUVER, B. C.. .
336 HASTINGS ST. 'W.

5 a Choice of 2 ta 4 Positions

ry graduste. Students Slwaeys in
Great Demand. .~ | . -

mercia, Pitman, and -Gregg Short.
Telegraphy, Typewrit .fon ‘the
andard makes of mmachines), and
ges, taught by competent special-

)

SPROTT, B.A., Prinef p L
SCRIVEN, B.A., Vice-President.

ROBERTS, Gregg Sho i
SKINNER, Pitman Shorthand

CRUSHED BY LOG =~

r at Pitt Lake Victim of His Own
Mistake—Falls Between -
Log and Reek

y Westminster, April 80.—To
his life slowly crushed ‘out’ be-
a huge log and & great rock
he fate of Louis Larsen, & Pitt
logger, yesterday. i
sen was employed at one of E. J.
"s camps, and was following the
b it"was pulled by the enginé to
ater. It was one of cor-
hat he met. with the 8#ecident
esulted in his death. He went
en the log and the rogk to let
ne loose from the corner ;'pul]e.V
the great stick of &n;hcr u::tlleotz
pining him against mo!
e, and when he was released by
-workmen his hips’  Had  been
n. He was placed in .a small
on the beach and hufried to
ity as quickly as pessible, but
ied soon- after leaving _camp.
-workmen state that' Larsen
areless in going between the 108
the rock, as men &re always
pd not to do so. Thay
victim was twenty-nine years
e, and leaves a young wite and
in Norway. He has been In
h Columbia for a year past.

Double Tracking B
Westminster, Apwil '30)‘_—-’1'119.
for double-tracking of the ﬁ:"g
on Columbia street have arrive
he work will be cotxnm e aro’
as the proper street graaes 3
to the British Columbis Bieetric
ay officials. ol

Died of Diptheria = "1'1:
Westminster, April 805-T8e
occurred In South V’M‘”i;

rday of the thirteens w% o
ter of Mr. and Mrs, . 'ihﬁ
avenue.from diptheria, 'mdht,
ent took place in this eity ?
. A brother of the lttie- gird
only a few days ago at St
tal in this city. X

i « S

ill Address Canadian Club. "
couver, April 80.—W. P.

Dominion government P

and ‘an "authority on

ent of prisons, will ?
pnconver next- week.

the Canadian elub

e subject of Modern
dian Prisons. PO

Tuesday, May &,

@ HE special correspondent of the London

Times, writing from Peshawar, March

4, says:

Zakka Khel fell naturally to the troops

of the 1st or Peshawar Division, of

which Major-General Sir James Will-

cocks, K.C.M.G., C.B,, D.SO.; of Ash-

. anti fame, has just assumed command:

An Indian division, under the new or-

ganization, consists ‘of three infantry

brigades, e¢ach of four. battalions, one

regiment of cavalry, one pioneer bat-

talion,~three field@ and two mountain

. * batteries of artillery, ‘two companies

of. sappers and wminers, and the usual proportion. of
field hospitals and supply and ammunition columns,
The division s, of course, complete at all times,
ready to march, in fact,'at a few hours’ notice, . and

"duite independent of the garrisons required for local

or internal defence. Only in two points had ‘slight
“modifications to sbe made to suit-the Speeial cireum-
/stances.  In the first place, it was considered wise to
“kéep+one of the infantry brigades 'of the Peshawar
Division ready for emergencies elsewhere should @ny
pt the other Yaghistani tribes, such as the Moh«
mands or the Swatlis, 'seize the opportunity to create
a diversion—quite a favorite trick on: the part of our
truculent, neighbors. Their place /in the potential
field force was taken by a reserve brigade froii the
2nd or Rawal Pindi Divisién. - Secondly, since -'there
are no roads fit for wheels;in the whole of Yaghistan,
excepting' the few (four im all) which. we have made
and garrison ourselves, the field artillery*had all‘to
be left at -honie. 3 ot e

The problem facing General Willcocks was not an
easy one, and it is important to realize the conditions
in order to appreciate the difficiilties and to judge the
extent of success eventually, attained: _’ by

Now the primary objeective of all military opera=
tions is to break the enemy’s ‘will'power and to in-
duce him to sue for terms of peace—and in all cases
the Sooner the better. The most effective, the most
rapid, and, therefore, the most humane, means ‘“of
achieving this end is to be sought in the infliction of
joss of 1life. But heavy losses can only be.inflicted
in battles, and batties are exactly what the frontier
tribesmen’ seek ‘to avoid. Next to destruction of life
the mest decisive. persuasion  ig ‘to be -found .in. the
destruction of .property. . But here again, the tribes-
men possess very ‘ittle, and most of what they pos-
sess they. conceal or remove to neutral territory as
soon as hostilities are threatened.. Their only assets
which'cannot be toncealedigriremoved are their crops,
their actual ‘habftdtions—often,” however, c¢aves, and
practically” indestructible—and, lastly, but ‘not- least,
their estates as a whole; or, in other words, their in-
dependence. - 80 that in frontier = warfare against
tribesmen who will. not “faee a- stand-up fight, and
whose mobility renders it impossible to force one
upon them; there.are two main methods of coercion—
the destruction of thein fortified ‘towers.and the oc-
cupation -f -their. territory with.the ‘intention, .or
threatened” intention, of ‘remaining there.

The Zakka’séettlements. éxténd 'from the Khaibar
Pass across:thie mpper portion of:the Bazar Valley to
the upper portion of the Bara. Of the various:sub-
sections™of the Zakka Khel; those whose headquarters
are In: the Bazar Valley have been by far the most
deeply implicated fn the numerous outrages, and here
lived thelr thrée ‘most prominent’ ringleaders, Mitltan,
Usman, and Dadai’ “The Khaibar a%ecﬂon, indeed,
upon whom pressure can more readily'be brought to
hear, had long ‘ago declared neutrality, whilst any
operatipns; Agalngt: those /@welling’ in the Bara ‘Wwould
i bly ‘have, led: to, ., complications  with . othep

The task of subduing :the .

iches of the Afridi nation. For the Bara leads di-:

rect to Maidan,”in Tirah, the sacred meeting:
e 41yBI8 a1l 08 1 WO ¢ Eat
any,_tHregtened & B0 i TR e TR
The 'sphere of ‘operations’ was -thus contracted i
the firs§ place to.the Bazar: Valley. | Nor awas this the-
only restriction. . General Willcocks was further warn-
¢d not only. to @void all offéence ‘against the suscepti~
bilities; of -the friendly Afridi sections, but also-that
no permanent, or .even temporary, . occupation ' of
Zalka territory’ weuld .be sanctioned. ‘Phese restrie-
tions. réduced his powers. of action and menace .in
more ways than one. For, first, the Bara Valley being
out, of Donnds the Bazar could only be entered from
the Khaibdr, ‘that is from one direétion, and thus in
tac initialistage there could bée.no converging strategy.
always o’ effective against guetillas in mountain war-
fare, and later little chance of cutting off their lines
of retreat. Tribesmen working in their own moun-
tains, and pragtically’ jndependent of transport and
supply, are invariably more mobile than regular troops

byd

-place Qt,i.i
<to repeli - Bl

and superior mobility on’ the part of 4n enemy of this
sort can-only be’counteracted by 'surrounding him.

from exterjor lines.  Secondly, General Willcocks lost
the possible prespect of reducing the Zakka Khel to
terms by -threatening their: independence. There re-
mained, in- faet, only the destruction. of their forts
4nd towers in this ‘strictly limited area, and the in-
fliction of as much: loss as possible whenever .. and’
wherever. ‘in Bazgr the enemy. could'be tempted to
stand. = The Bazar Valley lies between two  distinct
ranges—the northérn, kiiown as the Alachi, separating
it from the Khaibar, and the southern, known as tlie
Surghar, separating it:from the Bara. These ranges
each averaging in height from! 5,000 to 7,000 feet, are
Spurs running out from the main Safed Koh water-
shed, which itself blocks the head, or rather hlads, of
the Bazar<-only" partially, however, since two- easy
passes, the Sisobi and: the Thibai, here lead over the
‘Durand Frontier” into Ningrahar, the home of a
fanatical Afghan. tribe, the Sangn Khel | Shinwaris,
whose friendship with the Zakka Khel is ¢lose and of
long standing. The lawer portion of the valley is nar-
row, .and just before its final debouchure ‘on to the
Peshawar plain contracts into an' almost impassable.
defile. © The uppér, validy, however, owned by . the
Zakkas consists of two main branches, each, aboiit
two miles” brodd, which enclos¢ between thém an
irregular. spur. ‘'This runnigg eut from the main
‘vatershied in a serie§ of relatively small hills ends in
an abfupt ‘peak just above “the great Zakka XKhel
stronghold, Chinar; about two and a half miles east
of Chinar the two branch valleys unite, and in: the
apex of their junction, closing the mouth of the Chinar
vlain, is an isolated hill kown as Khar Ghundal. The
Bazgr Valley has three times, before been visited by
ur. t‘ A :
fazes “Werg: cdmmitted on the Khaibar Pass:section

o the lines of communication, in which, as usual, the

P85, During the Afghan war.a series of out-.

kkas were the m%&pmmimnt offenders. i Accord-

. in December, 8, and again in-January, 1879,
‘e expeditions under Generals Tytler and Maude
despatched into Bazar. Bince our troops: were at
time in o6ccupation of -all . Bastern ' Afghanistan,.
‘antage was, takeén of the opportunity to effect ‘a
uitaneous entrance from' two..directions; from the
bar on the north and from MNingrahar on the
Most of\ the tribesmen, however, retired south
’mio the Bara. Valley, and, though their homesteads
vere destroyed, after slight oppesition, the deterrent
‘L appears to have been small, for the raids soon
Tecommenced. } ) / o
\ . hgain, in 1897 the Zakka Khel were the last of the
~iridi clans o be dealt with, and in December of that
rear the st Division of ‘the Tirah ¥ield Fores, under
®ir Willlam Lockhart himself, entered the valtey and
destroyed a number of the homesteads.  As had hap-
pened 20 vears before, only slight opposition was met
during the.adwance;. but the rearguards . were
d with considerable vigor during the withdrawal
return to 1908. On February 12 a ‘“Jirgah” re->
Presenting all the friendly Afridis was summoned. to
Jicet the Chief 'Commisgioner at Peshawar, where it
;a5 announced to them that the patience of the Bri-
sovernment was exhausted, and ‘that punitive
ures were .aboutifo be taken against the Zakka
All other clans were charged to maintain their.
I ality, for with® them.'#overnment had no quarrel.
Vi came day General'Willcogks was given permission
‘nove. The figld force-at his digposal for active
|ferations consisted, ‘as shown aboVe, of ‘& division
? field artiliery ‘and one infantry brigade in re-
ve. To this 'were added 700 men-of the Khaibar
°3. There were not wanting those who questioned
visdom of employlig this.local corps. 'For of a
ftrength of 1,700 me less than 1,000 are Afridis

120 are actually Zakka Khel Bu&t, -on the prin-
_of “when. in doubt play. trumps,” the policy of -
It iritish eflicer all the world, over is Invariably to.
.21t the men he frains, be they Sudanese, Hansas,
>4as, Chinamen, Matabele; or Pathans,  And history
S that in certainly 98 ‘cases out.of 4 100 the trust

rocated—o# the/ British Empire would never

cen what it 18, I the hundreth case, of course,

the officer may lose his chance: Military and civil
policy are not invariably in accord upon this point, as
those, for instance, will know who remember the fate
of these same Khaibar Rifles on the outbreak of the
disturbances in 1897. ' But that'eivil policy in this
particular instance was a somewhat dismal and ex-
pensive failure most will now agree. The late Cap-
tain Barton, of the Guides, who was in command of
the Khaibar Rifles at the crisis, and whose name is
still a household word amongst Afridis, used to de-
clare to the day of his death that had he been permit-
ted to remain with his men the necessity for a Tirah
campaign would -nevéer have arisen. Those, like the
writer, ‘whose privilege it was to know Captain Bar-
ton intimately, and to have heard Afridic talk of him,
will feel convinced that his: claim was ‘no idle one.
Personalities, in fact; and not policies rule the fron-
tier, and of all the units who fought last month none
played a ‘more loyal and distinguished part than the
Khaibar Rifies. {

v« Four passes lead ifrom the Khaibar across the
Alachi range into the Bazar Valley—namely,
Chura; the Alachi, the Bori, and the ‘Bazar. Of 'those
the, first taree have been .made use of by our troops
in former expeditions, but the latter was unexplored.
Of all four the Chura‘is by far the easiest, and it has
the. advantge, or disadvantage as the case may be, of
leading through the territory of another .clan, the
Malikdin "Khel,. "Since Yar Muhammad, the chief of
“the ;Malikdins, professed the deepest sympathy - with
our cause, General Willcocks determined to march his
main body by, this route, taking, however, all due pre-
eautions by the way, and insisting that the . chief
should ‘temporarily: surrender his castle to-us as .a
guarantee, of good faith, for, unfortunately, treachery
is not unknown'in the history of Yaghistan. * The wis-
dom 'of :this.step. was justified by resulfs.

Tactical . surprises are.possible on the Northwest
Erontler, for .the “tribesman, In spite of his lifelong
practical ‘experience ‘of ‘warfare ‘with his neighbor, is
extraordinarily. improyident of the ordinary rules of
Security.- Strategical surprises are, however, - rare,
for any movements which cannot be completed: in the
course of one night must almost invariably be:detect-
ed the following day. - To a certain extent, however,
General Willcocks suceeeded in surpriging the Zakkas
in the initial strategical stage: ;

On February.12 the main body marched to Jam-
rud, and next day to Ali Masjid. Meanwhile a wing
of the bth’ Gurkhas and the detachment 'of the Khai-
bar‘Rif]es-concenttated ten milés further west along
the Khaibar Pass at Landi Kotal. From Ali Masjid
either ‘the Chura or the Alachi Pass can be crossed
ini one day:: from La.ndl; otal either ‘the Bazar or ‘the
Bori. So long as the neutral. tribes maintained their
promises opposition was unlikely on'the actual erests
of either of the former, but the two latter were both
expeeted to be held. Secrecy was well -preserved, and
the Zakkas were.undecided which way the column or
eolumns would come. They: sent, however, detach-
ments to: hold:the Bazar Pass and probably also the
Borl. ‘On February 1l4th these were withdrawn, for
the transpors mules of the force occuping Landi Kotal
were seen’ to be filing back along the Khaibar road to
Ali Masjid, and the conclusion was jumped to that the
troops would certainly follow them, “sinée “sarkari”

ps had{ never:-been kfiown in ‘the winter to part
with. their ‘baggage and mules. : /

. On February 15, Lileutenant-Colonel. Roos ‘Keppel
started from Landi Kotal at 3 a:m., taking his Khai-
bar_Rifles, and ‘the. Gurkhas, in-all about’ 1,000 rifies,
and with .only ‘such impediments as -each man could
~carry_ for, himself.”. The crést of the Bazar Pass was
reached at 8.a.m..but not a Zakka was to be seen,
Continuing the.march south, down 'a’ mest difficult
defile, the Chinar plain was reached in tae afternoon,
and after ‘somg skirmishing Chinar ftself was oQgti-
d. . Hepe ‘Keppel's detachiment spent’ the 't%&clﬁ.
3 ng sheller from snipers in the 'towers of the no-
totious'bandit:Usman. That opposition was so slight
Aappears to have been due fo the fact that most of the
occupants of Chinar had gone out .to meet our main
columin. ‘General Willcocks with the ldtter, starting
on the. same day at 6 a.m., marched over the Chura
Pass' to.Chura, a distance of ten miles. It is gnusual
for a.large body. of «troops, marching .in single file
along a mountain tmc}{. td cover' more than ten miles
in.one day-—at least so the Zakkas seemed to thl;gé
for they were evidently unprep: red for what  t
place: Leaving the' '1st Brigade to take over. Yar
Muhammad’s fort, and:-leaving also all the transport
of the 2nd Brigade excepting the’few. essential mules
of the fighting line, ‘Géneral Willcocks pushed on with
the latter to Walal, at the-foot of the. Khar Ghundai
hill ‘mentioned above. Walai is" within three miles
of Chinar,” and':to ‘reach it '@ 'serles of - narrow
and dangerous defiles have to be traversed, admirably
suited to tribal tactics. These there can be little dbubt
the enemy had intended to hold in force on the mor-
Tow. ‘Surprised, however, their opposition was very
slight,” and on our -side there {was ‘only one casualty.
Late in the afternoon the Seaforth Highlanders occu-
pied. the Khar. Ghundai Hill. = Pickets were placed on
this and other commanding points, and the force then
bivouacked -in:the: partial. shelter of the bed of. the
Bazar stream. During the night parties of the enemy
attacked our pickets and “sniped” the main bivouac,
causing a:loss of two men-killed and fivé wounded.
Amongst the enemy’s casuaities during this first day’s.
operations was the well-known chief Dadai, who was
severely wounded in the thighs. The following morn-
ing ' Roos-Keppel's' detachment was withdrawn . from
Chinar to Walal. His position there was somewhat
isolated, in view of the concentration’ of the enemy,
who -were being reinforced by their ‘allies; the Sangu
Khel  Shinwaris, and others. The alterpatives were
for the detachment to rejoin the main body or for the
latter to udvance to the former’s:.support.:. General
‘Willcocks preferred the latter, for the formation of
the ground In the vicinity of Walai was more favor-
able for a defensive bivouac than that at Chinar, .and
the pesition of Walai formed an excellent centre from
which punitive operations could be carried out in any
direction. A further and more subtle  consideraton
was ;the (desirability: of foreing a . fight. . Chinar is
the main stronghold of the Bazar Zakka Khel, and. its
surrender would encourage a reoccupation in ‘force,
The more strongly, therefore, Chinar was held by 'the
enemy . the' better the chance of a battle. . Bxcept for
somé skirmishing with the pickets, nothing further of
interest occurred: during the 16th ‘and -17th, and by
the evening of the latter day the whole force was con-
¢ gentrated in the Walal bivouac. With the Improve-
ment in tribal armament”the problem of defertding a
eamp._at nignt from sniping has been' found to be in-
greasingly difficult. 't is impossible to picket ‘every
point 'of importance within a radius of 2,000 yards, the
range of a modern rifle, and, however well placed may
be ‘the pickets, individuals: can always .creep in:be-
tween them. The only satisfactory solution. was
found in burrowing, which, however undignified ‘was
at least effective, for the percentage of hits te rounds
fired by the snipers was at the end of the campalgn
found to be remarkably low.. : N
 ~Meanwhile large numbers of ths enemy were re-
ported - to have assembled in Chinar. ' Accordingly,
carly on the 18th, the 2nd Brigade,-under Major-Gen-
eral Barrett, moved out to the attgck. Both the tow-
ers of ©Chinar itself and the semi-isolated hill above
them were found to be occupled in force, but ignoring
the former the Seaforth Highlanders- and the 5th
Gurkhas, supported by. the 54th ' Sikhs, " advanced
.‘glmt._the'go;t}:?m spurs of -the hill.: After.'some
sharp.fighting the hill. was captured and,the enemy,
gb;ﬂdonfu’;]sotthbir towers, retired ‘across the piain
towards Halwal and thé northern slopes of the Snrg-
har range. The next six hours were mn%loyeq in de-
siroying. the Chinar towers, incliding Usman'sfort,
and then at'3 pum. the withdrawal 'to: Walal began.
Pursuing their usual tactics. the enemy followed -up
the rearguard with considerable vigor, but our casual-
ties ‘at the end of the day amounted to only three of-
ficers and six.rank and file.wounded.: One of the for-
Mer,. mud‘.-l.i:‘uthnant MacFadyean, attached to .the
Seaforth Highlanders, died the next.' day “of ‘hik
wounds. . That: the -éenemy were heavily ‘punished s
indicated by fact that not a single shot wds fired
into’ bivouae or'at the pickets during the ' ensuing
| ‘3{; ebruary 19, the 1st Brigade, under Brigadier-
/General Anderson, moved out and completed the de-.
“struction ‘of the Chinar towers. ' Some opposition
was eneountered, but the enemy fought with markedly
less det. op and dash. The following day the
¥st Brigade .moved out and destroyed a number
of fi ‘towers'in the direction of Sisobi, ‘whilst a’

) y. pushed -on.and reconnoltred  the pass.of

pugh numbers of ,tbe’,’ug&nﬁw_érs aeeni,
“made by them.” i bruary: 2

the '
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both Brigades, under Gemeral -Willeocks himséelf, pro-
ceeded to’theé attack of Haiwai. This was fully ex-
s pected to be a gerfous undertaking, for the enemy had
been observed preparing sangars for the last three or
four days, and their position was naturally strong,
with ‘the wooded slopes of the Surghar range imme-
diately in their rear to fall back upon.’ Moreover they
had been comsiderably reinforced. Halwal was, how-
ever, captured and its towers destroyed without much
opposition. . The withdrawal was, however, followed
up with great determination. The enemy pressed on
to within short range ‘of the Seaforth Highlanders,
working in the plain on our left, and the 28th Punja-
bis who covered the right and were the last fo leave
Chinar Hill were also attacked with vigor. It seems
probable, ‘however,” thdt -the reneweéd ' energy on the
part of the erlemy was due rather to the gallantry of
their Sangu Khel allies than to the Zakkas them-
selves. ' Our casualties durine the day included Major
the Hon. Forbes Semphill, D.8.0., commanding {he
Seaforth Highlanders, who was killed, and 12 men
wounded. A

‘With the destruction of Halwai active operations
practically came to.an end. There was really nothing
within the prescribed area left to destroy, and mat-
ters might well have arrived at a deadlock. - Fortun-
ately, however, tne spirits of the Zakka Khel had al-
ready begun to wane, for their losses during the seven
days almost continu_oud fighting had béen severe, and
were nat illuminated by a single ray of success:
¢ On ‘the 28rd a “jirgah” representing the . friendly
Afridi clans arrived at Walai, and expressed their de-
sire to mediate, and their confidence of being able at
last to effect a settlement. Acecordingly, a'two days’
truce was arranged, and the “jirgah” departed on the
24th to open communications with the Zakka Khel,
and discuss the situation., On' the 27th, they returned.
bringing with them, under ‘a flag of truce, some 300
representatives of 'the Zakkus themselves; and’also
definite proposals to'lay befors General Willcocks. De-
tails of these have no doubt:already appeared in the
columns of The Times, but the following is a sum-
mary. Each of ‘the Afridi clans offéred to go security
for ithe future good behavior of a named subsection 'of
the Zakka Khel. ' The tribe as a whole was also ready
to guarantee that suitable punishment should be met-
ed out: to those of the offending Zakkas who had.so
far escaped, and, as a .pledge of good faith in.this
matter, rifles to the value of 20,000 rupees (at trans<
border rates) would be' deposited  with the British
government. In view of the-heavy losses incurred by
“the Zakkas during the recent operations, the “jirgah®
petitioned that in all other respects bygones should be
considered bygones: §

General Willcocks eventually accepted these terms
in.a selemn “durbar,” held on the 28th; dand. on the
29th the troops began their return march to Peshawar,
which was reached, without a single shot being fired.
on March 1. Whether the terms-of the settlement will
be acted/up to by the Afridis it is:yet too early to say.
But in any case, whether the :Afridis: redeem- their
peledge or not, the achievement; in spite ofYhamper-
ing -restrictions, of any kind of settlement attests the
thoroughness with which .the ' troops performed the
task allotted to them and the skill with which General
‘Willcocks directed their operations.

0O

LORD MONTAGU ON MOTOR-CARS

At the Royal Institution, T.ord Montagu of Beau-
lieu gave a lecture on “The Modern Motor-car and
its Bffects.” The Duke of Northumberland was in
the ‘chair, and among those present were Liord Ray-
leigh, the Lord Chief Justice, Sir.Willlam Crookes, Sir
James war, and S8ir James Crichton-Browne, says
the London Times. Wk ;

Lord Montagu remarked tHat the evolution of the
modern motor-ear had been  proceeding for 13 years
past, but although much progress’ had been made,
mechanically speaking, the machine .of . today was far
“from perfect, and another decade wouid probabl see
still more progress madein simplification, - efficiency,
and increased cheapness in-operation.  Historically it
was not gquite correct to say, that the motor-car only
began its career in 1895, forfrom 1820 to 1835 steam
earriages ran every day onithe-highways of this coun-
try.i.But it was a curious fact:that between 1840.and
1898-no attempt was Jnade; 40 use nechanical power
for any kind of ‘read traefion except in.; connexion
with-steam rollers and- tractien;engines, although dur-

auing those years great progiess ) ;
%the power of steam and.explosion engines for the use
#.-of mankind. The fact: wasrthat ill-advised and’ re-
“strictive ‘legislation against imechanical traetion = on
roads-was the chief bar toprogress; and even at the
‘présent time the prejudice exisSting in England against
any vehicle not drawn by animal power had not.alto-
gether disappeared. 'The effeets: of ‘the mator-car on
our everyday. life were beginning to be impertant. As
o' the direct trade of which it was the cause he es-

timated that in this country,a sum;of-over 12 millions.

was already invested in motor-car planf and, machin-
ery without taking. into account accessory . trades
whieh were also: important financially, and iie output
of the industry in:this- country would be worth, not
less ‘than six millions ,during. the present year. . The
estimated value ‘of motor-cars and cyeles in use in
Great Britain today was over 29 millions sterling. The
lecturer proceeded to point out that on the . mechani-
cal side of motoring the demand for specially harden-
ed’steels capdble of bearing great stregses had induced
British manufacturers to make successful experiments
in the direction of prodneing such materials: and
among other advances he mentioned the use of press-
ed Stéel frames, ,1mpx'-mzem'§m$ in®céarburation, the in-
troduction of toughened axlés, and the‘increasing dur-

ability and cheapness of the pneumatic. tire. But per-:

haps the: most'remarkable improvement had been in
the direction of producing niore horse power: for the.
same weight, and today there were four-cylinder cars
capable of ‘developing at least 50-horse’ power while
welghing less than .26cwt. | In-regard to the effect of
the motor-car on road construction and maintenance,
up to 12 years ago there were many main roads in
this- country which -were ‘almost grass-grown in the
summer. «The road between Inverness and Perth, for
instance, some 10 years ago was ifn such a state of
disuse that there were long stretches near the summiit
of the‘Grampians on.which grass, heather, and rushes
were growing. . But it. mighi.be taken for-granted now
that between the beginning of July and the end of
October that road was used by thousands of motor-
cars, ‘'which now'constituted.at, least 90 per cent. of
the total road traffic between Blair Atholl and Inver-
ness, It was safe to say that now there was nat a.
mile of ‘the main. roads in ‘England and Wales. that
was net. costing Surveyors umneasiness owing to the
increasing traffic that was using them; and the ex-
pense of the upkeep of the main roads repaired by
county councils:-had risen. from from -£55 in. 1898 to
£73 per mile in 1906. If the motor-car compelled the
reorganjzation of our highway system on a national
basis, it would on that ground alone be worthy of the
gratitude ‘of -posterity. - Turning ty the' political ef-
fects of motor-cars, the . lecturen remarked on - the
popularity of their ownersiat-election times, .and
pointed ‘out their usefulness 6’ a’ member who had
to: cover a large agricultural eonstituency.”As to- its
social "effects,  automobilism Was -decentralizing the
towns and‘filling 'up the suburbs .and country.  Motor
omnibuses, too, were relieving the: congestion of many
overcrowded working-class areas; ‘and during the last
‘year: (1905-6) for which statistics were available they
carried 184 million passengers, against 180 million

carried 'by. the: vast network ®f the.London ‘County

Counell’s tram lines, In LoOndon the.mechanical .car-
riage already outnumbered the horseé-drawn in many
streets; en the'émbankment, for instance; the prepon-
derance of motor-cars was very marked between 9.45
and 10.80. On country 'main 'roads the traffic was
about halfiand bhalf divided between mechanically and
horse-drawn vehicles,. and ' the proportion .of motor-
cars’was increasing every year, While the motor-car
.wasilowering the' valus' of town Houseés; it was in-
Qreasing the value: of county houses by adding 'to their
accessibility. On the other hand, there was one dis-
advantage, that houses and cottages-on or near main
roads ‘during ‘the- summer suffered greatly from dust;
but the removal of this regrettable feature was only a
question of time, and the lecturer expressed the firm
belief’that the concentration of 'so many able minds
on ‘this problem: would shortly result in the' invention
of a durable and dustless road system. Refertring  to
the fashion ‘of ‘motor-car ‘tourfhg, which is now so
much-in vogue both at homie’and abroad, he said that
the motor-car was not only ‘teaching. geography and
appreciation of scenery, but was also fostering inter-
national sympathy.  The warm welcome which, as a
‘ rule, f'was (given to.one brother: motorist hy another,

‘even of different nationality, proved that one touch of

i &7

mechanics ‘'made the whole world kin,

i [ + . 4 4
“L stdrted in my business-as a beginner” - “And 1.

sald the racing man, “began as a starter.”—Louisvilie
Courfer Journal, - - S / ;

Lawyer—"The defendant .in_this case 18, a lazy,
worthless  fellow, fsn't he?” Witness—“Well, sir 'k
don't 'want to do thmn - any injustice. 'I won't go
so'faras i lazy, ‘but-if it req;gre"d'aﬁy wvohin-
;;;g_-y,..ggag < ngi_i{:é #a,.ri;:to Jlingen*mtuﬁvn tuals he-would

a d of &’ of‘no en een years ago.”
..,.éihm, N g g O

waS made in adapting-
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Great Promoter

'—His Downfall

BAT Excltement was caused in Paris by
the sudden arrest of the well known finan-
cier and company promoter, M. Henri Ro-

chette, ‘who has been directly instrumen- .

tal in issuing, to the French public during
the last three or four years new securities
for which cash to the amount of over £5,-
000,000 has been subscribed. All these se-
v curities, whith are quoted in Paris on the
open market, “slumped” disastrously after the arrest.
He is charged with swindling transactions and frauds.

Police officials visited the two financial establish-
ments of which M. Rochette is the moving spirit, the
€redit Minler, in the' Rue Blanche, and the Banque
Franco-Espagnol, in the Rue St. Georges, and Im-
pounded the books and accounts. Both institutions
were then séaled up.

Wizard of Finance

M. Rochette, who is only thirty-two years of age,
has had a remarkable career; and is a financier of ex-
traordinary ability’ He began life-as a messenger boy
at a rajlway refreshment room at Melun.-He inherited
2 small sum, of money.and went to Paris, where he
took lessons at a commercial school.’ He then became
a junior clerk in ‘a great French bank, which he left
to, enter a company promoter’s office.  On. his empiloy-
er's failure Rochette circularised the creditors offering
to take' the business’ over and manage it with their
assistance, undertaking to get their money back for
them. o

He next succeeded in getting himself financed by a
gentleman %of large private. means, and started  the
Credit Minjer (Mining:Bank.) From that time for-
ward he became' a sort of financial wizard. Com-~
'panies sprang up at his bidding as though at the
command of a magic¢ian’s wand. In-a couple of years
the Credit Minjer was doing such a businegs that it
employed 400 clerks.

There was a continuous stream of promotions:of
companies of all kinds.  There were issyed to the pub-
lic in turn the stock of collieries, copper, silver, and
gold mines, South American land and rallway con-
cerns, banks, fisherigs, gas-mantle. factories, Colonial
concerns, and various other undertakings, $o enor-
mous did the financier’s business become that  he
formed a'subsidiary company, the Banque-Franco-Es-
pagnol, and started a daily financial newspaper.

-Through "the closing of the two offices 700 clerks
were suddenly thrown out of employment.. The prin=
¢ipal clerks 'say that when the police raided the two
establishments there was over £400,000 in cash in the
safe of ‘the Credit Minfer, a sum’ whieh, it'is stated,
is amply, sufficient to meet all liabilities,

A Keen Dsappointment
A former manager of his departmental agencies,
who has lodged a complaint against him, ‘says that in
October,. 1906, everything was going on swimmingly,
and that all Rochette wanted was the Ribbon of the
Order of the Legion of Honlour:to enhhance his pres-
tige. - An application was drawn up by some friends

of his, and ity was initialled .by a great political per-

sonage; but he got the ribbon of a minor order in-
stead, and' the.disappointment ‘was intense. Then
Rochette launched the Nerva mines, with a ca‘pitalbot
£3800,000, but the result was also a disappointment to
him, as; this venture did not meet with anything like
the support that he had anticipated. = 2 ;

1t is alleged that M. Rochette spent a very  large
sum monthly ih “hush’ money” 1t is stated that
thHe money so paid amounted on the average to be-
tweén £2/000 and £3,000 per month. Some of his
influential protectors ‘are said’ to have been m.: the re-
ceipt of weekly allowances of £50, £60, amnd « £80
from the Credit Minier, and it is alleged that but for

4

' fHeir protection Rochette would long ago.have bgen’
W:’ﬁaﬁésﬁm PR T T ARG SR o P i A o

“"“Although at first his liabilities “werg
£%4,000,000, it is now considered that twice that sum
would bé a more correct estimate. Rochette, however,
maintaing that his arrest was absolutely unjustified,
that’ he had ample resources to meet all calls upon
him, anhd that his books were in order. - !

N Extraordinary S$uccess i
Never.in-the course of French financial history has
there been such an extraordinary successful promater
as Rochette, the man of 32, who only a few years ago,
was a ‘cafe waiter and a. barber’s.assistant, He seems
to have been able to raise all the moneéy he required
for everything he took:in hand.-He had nof, howevyer,
been established long enough to reach the period when
shareholders begin to complain, for his great success
as a financier has been all within the last three years.
Three years ago Rochette resided at a small cot-
tage in a Paris suburb. Since then, however,"he made
gigantic strides. The following list 'is published of
the companies he has floated, showing’ a total capital
of nearly £2,600,000 sterling: — }
i . T Capital.

November,,.lsw,, Credit. MiInler.. <. «oies «- £ 22,000
January, 1905, Lavjana Collieries oo .. oo v 80,000
June, 1905, Liat. Mines .. ., ++ os 80,000
July, 1905, Val d’Aran Mines s, «. . . 40,000
July, 1905, Carbayn Mines .. .. .. .. «s .o 5,000
September, 1905,  Credit ‘Minier capital- in-
coréased BY. . L0 V0NN eaitent ee we ol 100,000
| April, 1906, Syndicat Minier .. .. .+ o o» so 100,000
June, 1906, Franco-Spanish Bank.. «. es.s oo 800,000
July, 1906, Union Franco-Belge.. v s., ss s 100,000
March; 1907, Nerva ‘Mines .. ., «i «s s+ vs »a 800,000
June, 1907, “Island Fisheries’.. .. .. s. 45 «s . 40,000
July, 1907, “Financier” ‘newspaper.. 80,000
So complicated issthe scandal that it .is impossible
#o state how miu¢h money has been actually lost, Wild
rumors, as in’ the Panama affair, circulate through
Paris every hour, to the effect that important politi-
cians have received bribes from Rochette, and  taat
they exerted their influence to prevent him from being
arrested three months ago, when his financial sltua'.-
tion was dlready Uesperate, for, in spite of ‘Rochette’s
vehement protestations to the contrary, the ruin of
the companies he ‘nas promoted is complete. It is'true
that £500,000 stood to his credit in the banks on:the

s welae

day of his arrest, but-this is‘only a’small fraction O!,

the gigantic sumy/involved in ‘the crash.' 3

“Tt is beyond donbt that; taking a leaf out of Mme.
Humbert’s book, he had succeeded in throwing his net
over certain:men with political influence.. Already he
is being ‘disowned in-a disquieting fashion.: M. Fer-
nand Rabier, one of the vice-presidents of the Cham=-
ber,'who 'acted as Rochettels legal adviser, must have

had: some inkling of the impending catastrophe, for a

few days ago He resigned that position, alleging press
of business, " e Rk AR ¢ i
Efforts. to Save Rochette

It seems clear that desperate efforts are being

made to save Rochette,” while his adversaries: seem
equally determined that the financier's discomfiture
shall be irretriévable. ' Incredible statements, instantly
contradicted, are appedaring as to the part played by
this. or that political personage for or against Ro-
chette, ’ ! ’ 4 4

Some idea 'of ‘the position of uncertainty may be
gathered from :the fact that when M. Rochette ap-
péared at his old bank in the charge of the detectives
for ‘the  purpose of assisting "to judge: instruction  in

his ‘investigations, he was- loudly hooted; cries being -

raised of "Down with RocHette.” and “Stop’ Thief”
Yet later ' when he'left his premises to return to prison,
he was just as loudly cheered, many of his employes
being’ the most enthusiastic in pressing forward . to
shake him by the hand. ;

) Found: Plenty of Money

+ One version says that the juge d'instruetion found
£160,000.in 'the cdffers of the Franco-Spanish Bank,
whilst another version declares that the liquid assets
of the 'bank and other enterprises must. be nearly
three~quarters of ‘a million sterling. . . g
.. 'Rochette was a man of immense capacity for work,
beginning at about nine o’clock in‘the moming and
not. returning to dine’ until’ ten o’clock at night.- So
absorbed was:hié in his schemes that his' motor-cars
were fitted up with every convenience . for ‘working
when geing to and from the office: His only recrea-
tion, a rare, one, seems to have been amateur acting,
g;mels. Rochette was a typewriter, and had been:in his

mploy, & G 3 . b

Curiously enough, Rochette’sicell. is close ‘to’that
of the .d nd inventor Lemoine. . v
At the time of his arrest Rochette was planning to
consolidate the entire traffic system of Paris on’ a
scale ‘and Pmn similar tg_.tbﬁt,in New York. These
schemds, 1 onréred(out.,,g{og . have invelved him for
mzdloﬁ"th .!a,sqe,tpthgtock"san -bo

‘the next 2 nio
the value of 1,000

~ the money wﬂ

used to pay the iR
A il

¥ { finamcidl ‘societies, Tor protec
jaced ~at .

‘aut :
. Gadot, & general examination of the

nds. to

ably declared high dividends,. and thus kept the prices
of his issues steadily on the rise.

Even now he has a host of supporters who believe
that the arrested banker:ig the victim of malicious
enemies. In the groups of excited and weeping stock-
holders and depositors who daily assemble about the
stricken financial institutions closed.on the day of the
banker’s arrest many declare :that if he had 'been left
alone his prices would have remained high and divid-
ends would have continued to be paid.

Founded Financial Papers’

Half a dozen newspapers were founded by Ro-
chette. Most of these are purely financial organs, in
which  dally leading articles appeared praising all
the Rochette enterprises and bitterly condemning all
his opponents. ‘It is said that his arrest was largely
due to. the attention called upon himself by his at-
tempt to secure the control of the Petit Journal, one
of the most powerful papers in France.

For a long time Rochette conducted an active cam-

. paign against the stock compahny owning. the paper.

As' a result the prices of the stock listed on the
Bourse %precia,ted almost 50 per cent. It was then
discover that Rochette’'s agents were busily engag-
ed in buying in -the depreciated securities. The dis-
covery led to an instant and thorough investigation
of Rochette’s numerous other financial schemes, with
the result that he was promptly arrested.

The: banker, although represented as resorting to
all-sorts -of tricks and subterfuges to hood wink the
publie, is admitted to have been an ideal husband and
adutiful son,  He built a fine residence for his father,
and  bought a magnificents villa at Biarritz for: his
wife.  His habits were. exemplary; he never smoked
or drank;- went little into socfety and spent all" his
leisure time with his wife and parents.

In the Chamber

The public excitement, irritation, and alarm;caus-
ed by the Rochette crash founid new' vent in a some-
what confused and heated debate in the Chamber of
Deputies over M. Ceccaldi’s interpellation regarding
the conduct of the government in this'affair. M. Dela-
haye, Nationalist, almost directly accused the minis
try of being influenced by parliamentary members and
other influential peysonages, who, as he alleged, suc-
ceeded on several occasions many weeks ago-in pre-
venting legal proceedings against Rochette in certain
railway and tramway. transactions.

The fact that 250 voted against an immediate dis-
cussion while 312 were in favor meed not raise suspi- .
cion, for very miany.in the lobbies based their objec-
tion on the ground that the debate was untimely while
the legal proceedings were only commencing against
the accused. At the same time a great sensation was
caused, and there was loud cheering on the left. when
the interpellator said. that the magistrates.and the
ministry of justice were long since aware of the ter-
rible danger to investments amounting to 200 millions
of francs, .chiefly made by small tradesmen, employes,
and ‘workmen, who now 'had lost' their all.  The effect
of M. Ceccaldl’s indignant denunciations was all the
greater owing to'the fact that he himself had given
warnings to the judicial authorities,” whose non-in-
tervention he ascribed to 'the pressure . of . powerful
personages. ; ’ ;

The whole scene was unpleagant, reminding one of
the Panama episodes. - The Deputies of the left and
the 'extreme left listened in sorrowful silence while
M. Briand. pointed out. the ‘extreme difficulty the min-
istry -of justice had in .initiating measures in earlier
stages of affairs such as this, and when he. declared
that no meémbers of parliament had approached any
minister dn the interests.of Rochette, but the House
gpplauded;when he anrounced that the government
had in view a new law dﬂe_a_ljrif with the operations of

ing: the wsavings of the

poor,and: for prohibiting members of Parliament from
official connection with such‘associations. 3
Journalist’s Statement

By . far! the. miost interesting contribution to- the

literature of this sensational affair emanates from M.

Laur; who.has sént a long despatch from Moultiers
“Tarantaise to the Matin, in the course of which he re-
lates that during'a yisit to Spain in‘ June last ydar he
found out that the famous Nerva mines did not even
exist. On his return to France he showed this wup in,
the Ecno des Mines, and so got into very hot wafer,
as he was maligned in print. - This did not.prevent
him from.continuing his study of other'afmhtg,g in
which Rochette was concerned, with the result”that
there were the same attacks on himself.  Circulars
denouncing him were sent to advertisers in his tech-
nical journals, with the. idea of bringing him to his
knees, but-he persevered and took mno notice of these
assaults on his credit. - e YRR

“As this campaign left me mute the war of the
posters followed. . Every night the house in ‘the Rus
Brunpel, in which I live, and my printing office are
covered with'libellous or. grotesque placards. . . ..I -
appeal to the authorities, who tell me that it is im-
possible to put a stop to this campaign as the law
cannot get at it.. My family is assailed by men calling
out the headlines of the newspaper that attacks me.
+7. '+ While this is going on, roundabout proposals are -
made to induce.me.to.cease, for' a magnificent sum, -
my technical studies on the Rochette concerns. On
my refusal on February 3, after a survey of the spot,
‘where I was in'my office, on the ground floor, a pistol
is discharged in my direction. Some days later my
printing office is burgled. All the cases are rummaged
for ‘an ‘hour and a half in'the ‘hope of finding com-
promising documents. Then; carrying audacity to its
extreme limits, it is Rochette who lodges a complaint
against me and ‘who gets it heeded, whereas I failed
to obtain ‘attention for the burglary or-the shot, so
that search may be made at my domicile, my printing
office, everywhere, a thing ‘which I hopé will be re-
garded as monstrous. The same ‘thing was obtained
against a M. Delacherie, of Lille, who also dared to
speak of Rochette. So here am I coming before the
examining magistrate after all I have been thrbugh
as ‘d&endant: with Rochétte ‘as complainant” -

M. Laur goes on to say in this. despatch that he
feverthelgss determined, in Spite of the‘heavy expense
which ' this would ‘invelve,ion pu' uf a warning
against the Jmpending catastrophe in all the news-
papers. . All refused, with the exception of a few pro=
vincjal journals and the Matin, the notice /which
brings him 1,800 letters from alarmed  shareholders;
who, acting on his advice, sell out with a profit. G
. “This is the prelude to the debacle. The judicial

tles are obliged to/stir. On the complaint of
hette con-
cerns is decided on. I bring all the technical docu-
ments, all the figures; all the proofs of fictitious divid«
€nds, and at last light emerges. 'The influences which
had so long protected Rochette, the - Parliamentary
lightning conductors, as they were.uﬂéd. give up-the
game. - Rochette'is arrested.” < = - 13
Such, at least, is: M.’ Laur’s version, and it.is at«
tracting considerable notice.

DON'T LIKE RUBBERS -

‘What /is the explanation of the average Eaglish«
man's-aversion to galoshes? . G : g
Indisposed on account of’ a chill, the Rishop of
Londen, who recently returned: from' a visit'to Russia;
stated that e ascribed hisicold to “a national preju-
dice against wearing galoshes.” g ! s
~ - In order to ascertain why there is so strong a pre-
judice against es in England the reporter for.a
daily paper called on the manager of a leading India
rubber Store and asked him for his views on this in-
teresting ‘question; W i,
iy 46 1] estimated,'” he.said, “that only 215 per cent;
of the population in England wear galoshes. In Can-
ada andthe ited ‘States everybody wears them.
“In England there is undoubtedly a great prejudice
against galoshes, and it is due to the fact that people
2ir worth. 'They keep the feet dr;
nd boots clean. S
oshes make the feet hot; but

surely hot feet are b@t(e},:‘;ha,n wet feet. - 'You do not,

catch cold if your feet are hot.” ¥ B

An eminent. heaith: speeialist consulted by the res

p-ortghtogl: quite.a ‘ary view. !
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