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EASTERN EXTENSION CLAIMS.

The debate in the Assembly on Mon-
day, which is very fully reported in the
HeraLp to-day, contains much infor.ua
tion never before made public, in refer-
ence to the claiis made by the Province
upon the Dominion, on aceount ot Eastern
Extension. We regret to say that the
debate, as a whole, left a most unsatisfac
tory impression upon the House. We
have been accustomed to regard this
claim for $150,000 as so much noney
which the Province might reckon on re
ceiving with certainty so.ne time or other,
and the Local Governinent have given the
public reason to expect it at a very early
day. It was with considerable surprise,
therefore, that we heard the Provincial
Secretary say, that “ the abstract right of
the Province to receive any su.. what
ever was an open one.” This state.uent,
coupled ‘with that mmade by the Chief
Commissioner of Public Works, to the
effect that Clark, Punchard & Co. were
to receive the balance of the "a.nount
paid by the Do.ninion Governinent, over
and above the $250,000, which has already
been paid to the Province,co.upels us,
however unwillingly, to arrive at the con-
clusion that the public have been system-
atically deceived in this matter all the
way through. It appears that the Prov-
ince difl not own Eastern Extension;
but that Clark, Punchard & Co. owned it;
that the Local Govern.uent, in urging the
adoption of this road as a part of the
Intercolonial, were si:nply the agents of
this English firn, and that the price paid
the Govern.ment for their influence and
exertions was the suin of $250,000 above
referred to. We have been told repeat-
edly that the $150,000 was clai.ed be
cause of an undervaluation of the road,
and cer:ainly in equity, if not in law, any
amount which nay be pai'l by the Do
minion Government in order to ...ake the
price of the road fair and reasonable,
would belong to the firm which owned
the road and not to this Province. Upon

- this point we regret that the Govern.nent

did not feel called upon to inake an ex
plicit declaration, an | that the Attorney
marg’ 'l not answer Mr. Blair's en-
quiry as to whether the receipt given by
s vy o U1 hai L & Co., when they receiv-
el the auount pail the.n, was not a
qaalified one. The result of the lebate
is not oniy to raise a :loubt as to whether
the clai.ns will be pail, but as to whether
the Provin e has any clain which ouzht
to be recozniz: l.. To be sure the Attor-
ney General mduige | in so ue .nysterio 1s
hints aboat what he expected; but the
upshot of his re narks was that he ha [ no
information whatever to z.ve the House.
Now it is t. ne this tarce was plave i out.
he Provin:e either hasa ciaiw or .t has
not a clai ., and the country has a right
to expeet that a Govern aent waich has
halso-wm iech to say about these ciai.us,
which has sent lelesation after delega
tion to Ottawa to look aiter the.n, which
pata declaration into the .nouth of the
Lieutenant Governor that they ought to
be paid with interest—that such a Govern:
aent sho . | havé been able to meet the
question a- to the relations in which
Caark, Pun charl & Co. stoo | towar:1s any
Halance Jdue, withh so nething like an ex
plicit answer, an 1 to have given a derinite
wsuranze that the Joney, when rece.v-
e, would go into the Provincial exche
quer or t1s benfi o the Province.
Very many people who read the debate
w.utjoin w.on Mr. garoerie in saymg that
they do not beiieve the Province wiil
ever get a dollar of the money. To those
who watcned the discussion closely it
was clear beyond any question that the
Governinent was greatly embarrassed.
The awkward and unsatisfactory explan-
ation they gave, their determination to
shirk the real question involved point to
one of two conclusions,either that for so.ne
undisclosed reason they wish to conceal
the real facts, or that they are really
ignorant of the true state of the case.
Whichever is the right conclusion, the
[;osition which the Government occupies
before the country upon the subject is
not an enviable one.’

e T
MR. COLTER'S BI .. RELATING TO
i LUMBER.

There are three objections to Mr.
Colter’s Bill declaring that logs shall be
deemed merchantable provided they are
not less than six inches in diamneter at
the top end. One is that it is probably
beyond the powers of the Local Legis-
lature to pass such an act. Mr. King,
when Attorney General, was of the
opinion that it was ultra wvires the
Local Legislature to pass an act providing

- for the survey of shingles, the power to

provide for the survey of articles to be
exported being conferred upon the
Dominion Parliament by the general
authority toregulate frade and commerce;
and it will be noted that the Legislature
in pas.ing the Consolidated Statutes did
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not repeal and re-enact the law relating
to the survey and exportation of lumber,
as they did most of the other Provincial
laws. A second objection is that the
Bill will do no good if it does become law.
There is nothing to prevent a man cutting
six inch logs now if he wishes to ; except
the fact that the manufacturers of deal
will only give a two-third’s price for small
logs. Mr. Colter, or whoever is the real
promoter of the bill, may as well try to
pass an act declaring that cows shall give
twenty quarts of milk a day as to en-
deavor by legislation to make that
valuable which the consumers of lumber
will not take except at a reduced rate.
A six inch log is not a log at all. It is
nothing more than a decent pole. What
good is expected to be gained by author-
izing the survey of such wood and
Jdeclaring it merchgntable. The law as it
now stands says that “Logs for the manu-
facture of deals shall not Le less than
tweive feet in length and eleven inches
in diameter,” .and surveyors are not to
survey any which are smaller. As a
matter of fact they do survey logs as
s.uall as nine inches at the top end ; but
this does not make them worth any more
when they co.ie to market, and if the
new bill authorized the surveyor to
sta.up the six inch logs “merchantable
by Act” of Assembly,” they would still
re.u:ain six inch logs and go begging for a
haif price market.

A third and still more serions objec-
tion to the bill it that it will encourage
waste. Ifit has cowme to that pass that
we must cut six inch logs or else reduce
the extent of lummber operations, it is
better to adopt the latter course. In
that way only can we prevent the early
stoppage of a most valuable industry.
Before the Legislature should attempt to
deal with this subject at all, it should get
the fullest possible information in respect
to the extent of the Provincial timber
reserves. We have a Surveyor General,
who has not sufficient to occupy his
attention in his office to make it neces-
sary for him to spend much of his time
,in Fredericton ‘and who usually gets
so.nething like a thousand dollars a year
for travelling expenses. Now what has
this gentleman to tell the House about
the amount of lunber yet remaining in
the Provinee ? His report has not yet
been laid before the House; but we
venture a guess that there will be not a
word in it which will throw any light
upon this important subject. ~Neverthe-
less the subject is one which, as the
Secretary would say, has both “urgency
and constitutionality to recommend it.”
A thorough enquiry should at once be
made into the inatter, and if it is found,
as we believe it will be, that the supply
of spruee is being seriously impaired,
iegislation should be had of a conservative
character. It is certainly greatly to be
reusretted that in the fifteen. years this
Government has been in power they have
not u.ade a single step in the direction
of'the preservation of our forest welath.

—_— e

A SERIOUS CHARGE.

In the demoralization which has come
upon the Asseinbly since Confederation,
political principles seem to have been
lost sight of. A Government can do any-
tiung apparently, except commit larceny,
and yet manage to keep the confidence
of the House. We do not say that Mr.
Blair has come forward with a charge of
iarceny against the local Government;
but he has certainly brought one forward
which, if it was made in reference to a
transaction between private individuals,
would be little short of embezzlement.
He has taken a very serious responsibility
1pon hiwnself in so doing, and the Pro-
vincial Secretary, who was put forward by
the Government to give the matter a
.uost emphatic denial, has also placed
hi:nself in ‘such a position that, if the
-harge is sustained, any declaration which
he .uay make hereatter will deservedly
fail to receive the credit which should
attach to ministerial statements. The
issue presented is a very serious one. If
the Provincial Secretary’s statement is

‘true, Mr. Blair’s position before the Legis-

iature will be unplea%ant ; but, if it ap-
pears on exa.nination to be untrue, not
oniy will the gentlemnan who occupies the
office of Receiver General be convicted
of giving false information to the Legis-
lature, but the whole Government must
share with him the responsibility of having
concealed the receipt and payment of
certain suws of money. That the actual
issue may not be misunderstood, we state
it.in a few words: Mr. Blair says, in ef-
fect, that the Receiver General has re-
ceived more fees from the Clerk. of the
Pleas than he has given the Province cre-
dit for, and that the amount uncredited
bas been paid out without sanction of
law. The Receiver General denies this,
and the issue thus raised is to- be deter-
mined by sworn testimony. . In view of
the gravity of the charge, %he responsi-
bility of the committee is unusually . seri-
ous ; and although we regret that two of
the gentlemen upon the committee have
a reputation for the facility with which
they have heretofore managed to obstruct
the free enquiry into the doings of the
heads of departinents, we are not without
a hope that they wiil use every means to
have this matter sifted to the bottom.

In passing it is worth while to_call
attention to the fact, as illustrating how
the principles of responsible government
are being lost sight of, that Mr. Blair's
resolution was one of want of confidence.
We cannot suppose the leader of the

Government so ignorant of Parliamentary
practice as not toknow this ; and we can
only account for his unwillingness to treat
it as such, by the supposition that he was
afraid to meet a square vote upon the
subject, and preferred to trust to ob-
structive tactics when the matter came
before a committee.

g

THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE CAN-
ADA TEMPARANCE ACT.

The decision of the Supreme Court in
ex parte Ha¥kett clear, the way of all
difficulties in the enforcement of the
Canada Temperance Act, and the public
will require, at the hands of those charged
with administrating the law, very much
more efficient work than has heretofore
been evident. It has been said, we do
not say truly said, that there are in Fred-
ericton over thirty places where liquor
can be obtained without much difficulty.
If this is true it is due largely to the
safety which violaters of the law felt in
view of the fact that the hands of the
Police Magistrate were known to be fet
tered by the unsatisfactory position taken
by the Court. He is free now to act, and
we feel sure that he will employ his large
powers in a manner which will show him
worthy of the important trust which has
been confided to him. We dissent alto
gether from the proposition that there
should be delay until the constitutionality
of the Act is decided. The men who
sell liquor are entitled to no consider-
ation. The sale is illegal whatever may
be the fate of the Camada Temperance
Act. If that law were declared uncon
stitutional to-morrow the acts of these
men would still be illegal. - Therefore
they have no standing whatever from
which to appeal to public sympathy. ‘We
deny, and that too in the face of a certi-
Lficate signed by officials, whose names
ought never to have- been appended to

this Act cannot be enforced. The people
must assert their dignity and compel its
enforcement. If larger powers are need
‘ed by the police they must be obtained ;
if money is necessary it will be forthcoin-
ing; if men are needed to take the res
ponsibility of making complaints- they
will be found. It will be a disgrace to
the fair name of this Province if a few
men can defy the recognized law of the
land. Let there be such an assertion of
vublic opinion as will carry with it into
official circles as well as into the
“ghebeens” which the opponents of the
Act speak of with such contempt, a con-
viction that the Canada Temperance Act,
so long as'it remains on the statute book,
must be respected by all men, however
humble or however exalted their position.

— e
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT.

We are in receipt of the report of the
. Public Works Department for the past
year. From it we learn that“while the
total grant for public works last year
was $126,352.37, the total .expenditure
was, $129,208.94, making an apparent
over-expenditure of $2,856.57. What the
actual over-expenditure is, it is impossible
to gather from the report; because no
clue is given to what payments have
been made by the Department for ser-
vices performed before the close of the
fiscal year, but which were not then to be
“harged against the Warrant account of
the Departinent, nor of the balances
due upon work per.or.ned during the
last fiscal year. We note that notwith-
standing the Government House was put
in thorough repair a few years ago, and in
spite of the reiterated statements of the
Chief Commissioner that $2,000 a year
would pay the cost of it, $2,872.34, or
more than half the a.nount necessary. to
pay the interest on the costof a bridge
across the river at Fredericton, was ex
pended on account of that institution
last year. It costs the people of the
Province $1,228.38 a vear to war.n and
light a house, which they han:l over, free
ot rent, to a gentle.nan who gets $9,000 a
year for doing little or nothing. The
travelling expenses of the Chief Coa
missioner were $830. Two things are
noticeable in respect to this. First that
it is nearly $3.00 per day, or inciu ling h.s
mileage allowance as a representative an |
a member of the Executiye, over $3.00a
day for every day in the year except
Sunday. This represents a very large
amount of travelling and the curious
‘thing about it is that it is exactly the
amount of the su. vot>d by the House
for that purpose.  When it is re.ne.u-
bered that $3850 was the estinated
amount of the Chief’s travelling expenses,
we are lost in admiration of the caretu
management which brought the actua
expense to balance so exactly with it. A
careless man might have expen le:l $35..
A man who loved his ease might have
only expended $849 ; but our Chief Co.u-
missioner spends the exact figure, neither
more nor less. We suggest that it would
be desirable to have a d -tailed account
of the traveling expenses of the Depart-
mental Chiefs, that the public nay know
what they are paying those large su.us
for every year. The special expenditures
for the year, for which no grant of the
legislature was .uade, but which are under
the authority of what has been called the
Emergency Act, amount to $9,08)..4.
Many of the itewms appear to be war-
ranted ; but sowme require. explanation;
such as W. O. Moore, grant ''own Port-
land, $1,000.00 ; W. Magee, balance due
on wharf $50; Donald McDonald, on
account balance claimed on wharf $:00.
| These are other items in the same class.

any document of such a character, that’

We are not suggesting that they are
improper but simply that the payment
of them in this way is irregular.

THE ESTIMATES.

The following is a summary of the Es-
timates submitted to Parliament by the
Finance Minister :

Service. Total 1882-83.
Public debt, including sinking
L e S T $9,147,280
169,834
973,159
613,590
12,500
295,361
635,505

91,200
378,307

257,160
758,500

Charges of management..
Civil Government S o=
Administration of Justice

Legislation. ..cccccevuneeeenss .
Arts, agriculture and statis
including census.........
Immigration and quarantine........
Pensions, including superannu-

Railways and canals, chargeable
t0 INCOME...euvereenaeemmseeenaans
Public Works and buildings,
chargeable to income
Mail subsidies
Ocean and river service.........
Lighthouse and coast service.
Fisheries...c.cces iveerenee
Scientific Institutions
Marine Hospitals, sick and dis-
tressed SEAMEN.......ccovereenns 62,000
Steamboat inspection.. «.eoevsiivenn 15,000
Superintendencé 6f Insurance 9,850
SubSidies ...cceceeessaseeeens vennassssoress 3,512,600
Geological survey.. s 60,500
Indians...ccc.ceveveeencce ene z 909,308
North West Mounted Police.. 413,000
Miscellaneous 116,050
Collection of Revenues—

Customs..

Excise

Cutting timber

Weights and Messures and Gas....
Inspection of staples................c.
Adulteration of food.

Minor revenues

Bailways and Canals.

Public Works

Post Office
Dominion Lands...... e batbiaresvensy

94,350

1,604.875
326,473
213,750
487,766

93,000
49,400

734,244
271,866
67,000
76,600
30,000.
10,000
10,000
2,548,510
164,945
2,018,900
99,660

Total Consolidated Fund......$27,305,453
Redemption of debt.... $7,341,481
Railways and Canals,
chargeable to capital 18,203,286
Dom’on Lands, charge-
able to capital

Total capital, $25,994,767 25,994,767

...... Nosoghisonomisorisiesaetnesens POS 00, 221

It will be observed that the expendi-
ture this year is at the rate of upwards of’
en dollars per head of the population;
an amount which is calculated to set
people thinking of whither this Do.ninion
is tending. As our special despatches
said on Wednesday, the supplemertary
estimates will probably swell the expen-
diture on revenne account to $29,000,000.
It is not yet four years since the Minister
of Finance said that $22,500,000 was
auple for the purpose of the country,
and he conde.uned the administration
of Mr. Mackenzie iunost unsparingly
for having gone as high as ¥$23,000,000.
It is one of the unfortunate facts result-
ing fro.n confederation that, while the
people of this Prov.nce are paying nearly
three times as wmuch per head into the
revenue as they were previous to 1867, the
North-West, fro.u which we derive no
beneiit, 1s getting the lion’s share of the

expenditure.
B —

THE AGRICULIURAL REPOPT.

We are indebted to the Secretary of
the Board of Agricuiture for a copy of his
report. [tis qute a voluninous work,
one hundred an i ninety two pages being
aevoteu to the proce.ure o1 the Board
an i the recretary’s report, and one
hundred and iity-one to the New Bruns-
wick Her i Book.” We ara very wuch
Lupresse { with tie Luportance 0. keeping
a herd boos i tius Province 5 vut fau to
see any reasoll 1or puodsuing 1t annually
in the repo t oi tue Board of Agricuiture.
I'ne a Lhtiona: expense I8 Not very  grea
16 i trae; out a regarl tor the fitness o:
tinss wou. . dictate that it is racher
avsur k for tue Boar« 0. Agricuwure to
report offiziauy to tue Legisiature the
virthh of every pure bred caf mn tue
Province. 'Tae.yoney couid we thunk be
very .uch vedter expended m tuae puo-
ueatlon 0. inior.aat.on of inore  practica:
valae to vhe great bo iy of New Brunswick
iaraiers. The saue re .aars appues to
tize a l.iress of the President oi'the Boar. (
wincil oscupics fourteen pages ol tue
000 <. Notaillg .wore use.ess co il be
tuazine b No person wuo <nows the
Presiient wou. « exp=ct hun to ave any
L1€a8 0 va.d: 400ab i auturs 5 anl we
provest tua. cae ar aers o. tue country
are nOg .ntereste L aizh soun Lngsen.
tell es, Wiich Dave no eartily .aeanon
in thas pori.on o1 tae report which was
prepare i oy the Secretary there is so ue
111,01 .ation Oi' vaiue ; but couparing ta:
report as a wlo:e V_\'At’,h so.ue of its pre-
tecessors or with those issue | by Agricui-
tura. Depart aents ewsewliere we wmust
say that 1t is a very inierior pro lu tio..
It is aLnost vawueless as a book of
reference, hecause what statistical in-
ior.uation there is in 1t is noc coilected
together in available foru.

- ————
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE LEG-
[SLATIVE COUNCIL. .

Mr. Provincial Secretary Wedderburns
mtorimmed the House on Saturday that
“It is the intention of the Governuent to
fill the vacancies in the Législative Coun-
cil. T'he ti.ue when such appointinents
shail be .fade is under the consideration
of the Governuient.” Note first, that it is
the “ti.ue” which is under the considera-
tion of . the Goverriwment. The appoint-
.uents have been determined upon and
the question suggests itself who are the
four men who have been chosen. It
would be interesting to know which of
the Government supporters have been
decided upon as those who are to enjoy
the coveted retirement, the ofium cum
dignitate of the upper chamber. Note

secondly, that although the law fixes the

number of Legislative Councillors at
eighteen, the Government proposes to
keep it at fourteen as long as it suits
their convenience, notwithstanding the
fact thatgonly eleven of the members of
the Council are able to be in their places.
Note thirdly, that the Government which
declared itselflast year to be committed
to the abolition of the Legislative Council
is this year determined upon filling it up
to its full strength, not because the
Council is of any utility in a legislative
point of view ; but because the Assembly
can be better controlled thereby. Mr.
Wedderburn’s answer was not very
definite as to time.

will fill up the Legislative Council about
the close of the present session or if not,
then they will do so immediately after
the electors have by their votes next
summer sent to the seclusion of their
homes the members, who have by their
votes contributed to sustain in power the
most incapable administration this

Province ever had.
e ) it

THE WATER WORKS.

ASSESSMENT AND EXPENDITURE ON ACCOUNT
OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT COMPARED.

Below will be found a statement of the
Fire Department for thirteen years, from
which it'appears that the average yearly
expenditure for fire purposes is $4,478.11.
In the event of the adoption of water
works, the steamers will not be needed
any longer, and presuming that $1,000 per
annum will be sufficient to provide the
necessary expenses of the several hose
companies, there will be set free in the
expenses of the Fire Department alone
$3,478, which will be sufficient to pay in-
terest on $69,500 at 5 per cent—a sum
nearly snfficient (if not quite so) to pay
all the expenses in connection with the
introduction of water.

Statement showing Assessment and Expenditure
of Fire Department for 13 Yegrs.
DATE. ASSESS. EXPENDITURE

L AR S e e $5,045 24
1869.. . 3,826 76
1870.. 1,447 43
1871
1872..... o 2,500... . 2,898 06
1873 i 3,075 01
1874 . S weee 2,133 20
1875... o8 eee 9,966 71
1876.. .
1877... e 3000550
1878.. B wee 3,361
1879... oo 3,982
1880... . e 4,901
2,792

ry Revenue’81 1,000
1868, paid for Tanks. .. . 22895
1872, *“ ey o o 14 25
Banks, T88L... v ik sasores . 800 00

: ; $53,089 71
Average for 13 years, $4,083 82

394 29

—_——

Total annunal expendi-
ture for Fire Purposes, $4,478 11

Note. — The blanks in the assessment
column for 1868 and 1870 could not be filled
as $he records have been mislaid.

B P ——

CentrAL RaiLway.—The Central Rail-
way delegation had an interview with the
Governament Wednesday :norning and re-
ceived assurances that their demands
would receive favorable consideration.
The feeling in the House is very much in
favor of this project, and it is altogether
probable that there will be an amalgama-
tion between its prowmotersand the friends
of the Mira.nichi Valley route, and a sub-
sidy granted for a road fro.n this city to
Chatha 1, via Grand Lake and Doaktown.

MISSIONARY MEETING AT MARYS-
VILLE.

The annual Missiona.'.-y Meeting in connec-
tion with the Methodist Church of Marysville
was held on Monday evening last. There
was a large congregation present, and on the
platform were seated the Rev. Messrs. Brewer,
Evans, Wadman, and Shenton of Sackville.
After singing the 769th hymn Rev. Mr. Wad-
man offered prayer. A. Rowley, Esq., was
very cordially invited by Rev. Mr. Brewer to
occapy the Chair. On his accepting the in-
vitation Mc. Rowley made a very neat and
appropriate speech. He referred to the ob-
ject ot the meeting—the interests of missions,
aund particulady those in connection with the
Methodist Chucch.  The work we are doing
is a great oue, and there is promise of abun-
dant success. Men opposed to its progress
may predict failure, but shall we be discour-
ag-d? Nehemiah, in his indefatigable exer-
tions to cebuild the walls of Jerusalem, met
with many difficulties. He had enemies. To
these the p.ophet said, in their designing
confecences with him, “Iam doing a great
work, why should the work cease?”’

Mr. Rowley then called upon the Rev. Mr.
Brewer to present the meeting with the usual
cepoct.  Me. Brewer said he would be brief.

His report had to deal with only the work of

the Canadian Conferences. Our income of
the past year amounts to $135,000, which
gives us an advauce of $8,000 on the year
previous. To this gross amount the Confer-
ence of N. B. and P. E. I. had contributed
$5,360. of which the Fredericton District had
given $880—the City giving $136.90, Marys-
ville $275.00, and the balance being made up
of smaller coutributions. Marysville was
then the banner cireuit of its district, and,
save one, the banner circuit of the Province.

Rev. Mr. Evaus then addressed the meet-
ing. In his introduction he referred to the
exaltation of thought and feeling in contem-
plating the beautitul star-lit heavens. And
as we contemplate this great missionary sub-
ject in its grandenr and vastness, our minds
receive a broadnessiu noother way obtained.
Christian missions have been no mistake nor
failure. Their fruits justify my belief and
assertion. The speaker then spoke of the
errors into which some had fallen in suppos-
ing the number of annual converts to be only
nine. He referred for a momept to mission
fields in general, and spoke eloquently of the
trinmphs of Christianity in Pagan lands. A
strong point was made in his correcting a
mistdake which occurred in a speech of the
Archbishop of York, recently reported in an

We will give the.
public the true answer. The Government:

English Review, in reference to the annual
contributions of Englishmen per head, for
drink and for missions. He gave some very
instructive statistics whichindicate the direct
results of Missionary operations in India,
Africa, Madagascar, and other foreign fields.
After contrasting the apostolic age with our
own, the Rev. gentleman closed his interest-
ing speech with an exceedingly eloguent and
impressive peroration. ; }

The. choir then sang “We'll work till
Jesus comes.”’ ;

Rev. Mr. Shenton spoke next. He sbegan
by speaking of the fact that God always
raises up and qualifies men for his work.
Among them he mentioned Carey, Living-
stone, MacDougall, and others. A nation is
enlarged by growth of population, by colo-
‘nization; and by conquest. To this the
‘speaker compared the Christian religion.
He pointed out individual duty and respon-
gibility. We mpst pray. We must pay. The
Lord expects his people to carry on the work.
The results of Christian civilization were
commereial and moral—the former are great,
buf the ‘latter are greater. In concluding
the speaker made an earnest and eloquent
appeal to his hearers, to supply the Society
with means in order to carry on this great
and glorious work.

The collection was taken up while an an-
them was being sung, Prof. Cadwallader
presiding at the organ. Before closing Mr.
Brewer announced the collection as being in
the neighborhood of $250.

THE FREE BAPTIST CHURCH.

The remodelling and improvements on the
Free Baptist Church, York street, Rev. Jos.
M‘Leod pasto’, are now completed, and ¥
some of the details of internal arrangement
and furnishing are completed in time, the
main body of the church building, or church
proper, will be opened for worship on Sunday
next. The congregation has been worship-
ping for some time past in the basement or
Sunday School. The old church had been
standing for some twenty years without any
change or repairs to speak of, and the work
of remodelling - was commenced about-the
first of September last. The principal changes
that have been made are in the main part of
the church. An addition has been built on
at the easterly end, 44 feet wide and 20 feet
deep, which gives in the lower story or base-
ment an infant class room, a committee room,
and a kitchen, and in the church forms a
place for the choir, being railed off from the
platform, with which it is on a level, and on
either side of it are rooms, one for the use of
the minister and the other a retiring room.
The one for the minister has connection with
the rear entrance. Previous to this change
there was an old fashioned pulpit, but the
more modern platform has been put in its
place. Under the platformis a baptistry, the
floor running back on rollers. The gullery
formerly occupied one end and two sides of
the church. This has been taken out and is
now replaced with a handsome gallery, a
horse-shoe in.form, which gives a greater
seating capacity and more desirable sittings,
while adding much to the general appearanée.
of the church. The windows have all been
changed, and where there were small clear
glass lights, there are now long lights of
opaque glass, in four large windows piercing
the walls on either side and extending up
through the gallery. Thereis ceiling ventil-
ation now, which the church did not have
before, and all the gas fixtures avégew. The
ventilators are ornamental ‘viedulasr’ ones on
either side of the main gas’ reflector. The
gas fixtures are a large central reflector pen-
dant from the ceiling, and four double jet
gas brackets under the gallery; two of the
same in the gallery and two of similar size
on each side of the choir. The pews have
been somewhat changed and rendered more
comfortable. The stoves, with which the
church was formerly heated, have been taken
out and replaced by. furnaces, which is an
important change. The only changes in the
basement are repainting and gas fitting.
New furniture has been provided for the
nlatform, and consists of a reading desk,
minister’s chair, and two other chairs, a book
table and bouquet stand. They are all very
handsome and of elegant design, constructed
of black walnut, beautifully earved, and are
upholstered in a deep crimson plush. New
carpeting has also been pnt down throughout
the building. '

The church now presents an eleg-nnt and
pleasing appearance. The walls are colored
in French gray. The ends of the pews a e
grained an oak color, with black mouldings.
The face of the gallery and finish throughout
isthesame, The platform, railing;@ newel
Postnnd handrail of the steps leading up to
it, are in black walnutand ash, as is also the
panelling which runs around the walls just
above the pews. Messrs. Bond & Milden, of
St. John, did the remodelling ; W. Nason, of
Fredericton, did the painting; and the gas
fixtures were imported direct from Mitchell,
Vance & Co., New York, and were put up by
Mr.. A. Limerick. * The church is now one of
which both pastor and congregation may
well be proud, and the improvements coat in
the vicinity of $2,500.

A noticeable feature in the new church isa
graceful tribute to the memory of a past pas-
tor, 1b.he father of the present incumbent. It
consists of a marble tablet with a black
:‘):::,er let in the wall on the left of the plat-

, and bears the following inscription:

In Memoriam.
REV. EZEKIEL McLEOD,
for eight years
: Pns‘tor of this Church.
Lurn.bc tember 24th, 1812,
: Dl'ed .ja.rch 17th, 1867.
Churist 13 my righteousness, my
salvation, my all.”
That the tablet is now where it is
due to the efforts of Mys. W. G. Gaunce, who
prom?ted the idea and was most active in
f:n.f'rymg_n. to completion. As itnow stands,
itisa Kx‘l‘.)lll(} from a large number of friends
and admirers of the late pastor,
much belove
gation.
The services on Sunday next will be con-
ducted by the pastor and the Rev. Mr. Mac-

Donald, of Woodstock. The collectior

both services will be in ai 158y
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The first lightning rod used in the world
for -the protection or a building from
flanger by lightning, was set up lc)y Ben
Jamin Franklin, at his dwelline house
south-east corner of Second :13(1 Race
streets, Philadelphia, in 1752,




