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CHRISTMAS
Year.
HULIDAY  SEASON

3 m at hand and everybody wants to know where they can get the
BEST GOODS for the smallest AMOUNT of MONEY, and public
- ion is that

& 4l

[CE NEF RALSINS, 60
ISES LARGE CURRANTS, 5.
BOXES  ORANGE, LEMON

D CITRON PEEL, 90,

) BOXES SEPTEMBER MADE

" CHEESE, .
TUBS_D0.

TUBS DO. BUTTER, 9.
~“ LARD, 5 CASES LARD,
‘Becon, Sa

' usages, = Geese. Turkeys,
% Ducks, Chickens,
200 ‘Apples,
3d varieties, which he is offering from $1.50 to $2.50 per bbl.
is selling a Choice Black Tea at 25c. per lb. whick is well
30 cents; and Sugar at the usual low price during the Holidays.
Confectionery, Nuts, Oranges, Lemons, Figs, Dates, Cran-

m Peaches, Evaporated Quinces, Evaporated Apples,
ring and Spices, all of the best quality.

(display of

~ Christmas and New Year’s Cards,
the best on the Miramichi. Also Booklets, which are some-

- Fauncy China Ware,
M“%Qupa,&um and Plates in Sets, Five o’clock Tea

@ Bets, Mugs, Vases, Toys, etc.

one has to do, is give him a'call and they will find goods

to.suit them and at prices that will suit everybody.
" Don't forget the stand, mext door t6 the Union Hotel, Public

”QH:A, ye, Neweastle, . A :

Neweastle, Dec. 11,1
O0DS SUITABLE FOR

OLIDAY TIMES.

. XMAS. & NEW YEAR. 1888.
. CHRISTMAS PRESENTS,

'APLE & FANCY
" GOODS,
~ READY MADE CLOTHING.

- GENTS' FURNISHINGS,
O0L GOODS,

—f N

B

" 'Shawls,
' ‘Fascinators, and
; Jerseys,

’BOOtS: and Shoes,

~ BUFFALD & JAPANE
~SLEIGH ROBES,

Glmstmas Groceries,

at Prices tosuit the times.”

SE

ware & Cutlery.
e &u:m to czumerate my large Stock of Goods, but an examina-
 Quality, Variety
“snd Ghoapnass

* they c=nnot be beat.

The Union Advocate.

Established 1867.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

B e

Now that the Presidential contest is
over in the neighboring republic the
papers on both sides of ‘polilics are en-
gaged in counting the cost of such elec-
tions, the shrinkage of-the internal
commearce and business- of the couutry
during the four months preceding the
election is put 'down at not less than
$500,000,000. . In consequence  of .so
serious a loss to the country every four
years the exteneion of the presidential
term from four to seven or eight years is
being dJiscussed, and the New  York
Herald recently devoted an entire page to
an expression of opinion of prominent
men upon this subject.- The Herald ar-
gues that the reasons advanced justify
the extension of term of the presidential
office.

({n the 20th November, in the North-
west House of Assembly. a resolution in:
troduced by Mr. Tariff—* That it is ad-
visable to take a vote ot the people to as-
certain if a prohibitory or a license law
is degired in the territories,” was after a
hot diseussion adopted.

The statement has been made that such
a plebescite could only be called for by
tite Dominion Governinent, and the ques-
tion is now again being agitated as to the
advisability of the Dominion Govern-
ment takiag this question into considera-
tion and at the next general election,
when the cost would be but trifling tak-
ing & yea and nay vote of the people on
the question of prohibition. Such a
vote would show whether the people are
or are not ready for'such advanced legis-
lation and it not the question would be

people had been further educated on this
important public question. We hope to
learn that at the approaching session of
the Dominion Parliament the Govern-
ment have decided to allow the peaple to
vote on this question and thus at ouce
settle the question as to whether a major-
ity of the people of this Deminion of
Canada are prepared to vote in favor of
Prohibition.

Speclal Circuit.

Cater JusTice J. C. ALLEN, PRESIDING.

The Special Circuit of the Supreme
Court, opened at Newcastle yesterday
morning, December 11th, His Homor
Chief Justice J. C. Allen presiding. P.
Devine, Esq., official stenographer.

The case to be tried for which this
special court was ordered was thas of
Isaac Jackson for shooting John O’-
Brien, of Nelson, on the 25th day of
September last,

A. G. Blair, Esq., Attorney General
of New Brunswick was present as
Crown prosecutor and L.-J. Tweedle,
Esq., sppeared for the prisoner. The
court was called 10 order shortly after
11 o’clock and the commissions order-
ing this special circuit to be held as
well a8 that of the appointment of
Chief Justice Ailen to preside were
read.

The names of those summoned as
Grand Jurors were then redd and the
following answered to their names :—E.
Lee Street, Thos. W. Flett, W. C. Ans.
low, John Robinson, Patrick Hennessy,
David G. Smith, Timothy Daley, John
Niven, Mitchell Martin, Murdock Suth-
erland, Dennis McEvoy, 8. U. McCally,
Geo. Dick, James Kain, Daniel Chess-
man, John Sioclair,

Several persons summoned as grand
jurors were not present. His Honor
stated that as he wished more grand
jurors preseat tnan had answered jo
their names he would dismiss them un-
il sharp 2 o'clock, when means would
be taken to have more grand jarors pre-
sent. One juror more answered to his
oame in the afternoon, Mr. Wm. Troy.

AFTERNOON.

The Grand] Jary
room and having elected D. G. Smith
as foreman, returned to the Court room
and were addressed by His Homor as
follows :—

Mr. Foreman and Gentlemen of the Grand

Jury :—

The case, which youare summoned here to
enquire into is one, the facts-of which no doubt
most of you are already familiar with, still T
feel 1 should point out what I consider your
duties, after which I think you will have very
little difficulty iu arriving at a conclusion,

A bill will be lald before you against one
Isaac Jackson for the murder of John O'Brien
on the latter part of September last.

It appears John and Patrick O’Brien, who
lived some distance from here were over in the
Parish of Nelson where Jackson, the prisoner,
was, that they came there together and that
Patrick O’Brien had taken some offence at
Jackson for having served a capias upon him
previously. :

Nothing particular resulted out of this at
the time and then John Q’Brien, the man kill-
ed, made some observation, got out of the wag-
gon, put his hand on Jackson’s shoulder and
told him he was his prisoner. This appears to
have been done in good feeling and a joking
manner.

Shortly after that they got into some dispute
and it will appear by the tesiimony of one of
the witnesses that O’Brien struck Jackson in
the face and that Jackson then wanted to fight
and was about taking his coat off and
then he was prevented from so doing by his
son. Jackson said he could handle that fellow.
What next occurred does pot very clearly ap-

pe?irext thing of importande is that O’Brien
said to Jackson he would or could kick the
face off him, and made a kick at him but it
dves not appear by the evidence whether he
struck him or not. Jackson thereupon took a
pistel out of his pocket, fired at O'Brien who

t"gxered and fell.

here is no doubt that Jackson fired a
shot at the tirae, which shot killed O’Brien.
When one party takes away the life of ano-
ther wilful murder is presumed and it will be
your duty to find a true bill for that offence.

In some counties grand jurors seem 1o have
the idea that it is their province to try a case.
I would say here they have no sach power.
They are merely & body to enqrire whether
from the evidence laid before them they are
satisfied whether or not it is strong enough to
put the party charged with the crime on his trial
before a petit jury, and are rot to say whether
he is guilty orinnocent. When he comes bes
fore the petit jury he has ample opportunity
of calling all his witnesses and making a com-
plete defence. Even when a bill for murder is
found by the grand jury, it does not prejudice
a man if it afterwards turns out on the trial
that the person was justified in the commission
of theé act or that the act committed was of a
less degree than laid iun the indictment. The
petit jury is the panel to decide whethet the
party is guilty or not and have the power to
reduce the crime below that of murder or
against the prisoner altogether.

I would not have made these remarks to you
because I presume you were aware of your
daty in this respect, but I have heard of cases
in other counties where grand jurors took upon
them to decide criminal cases which it was
their duty to leave to the petit jury. 12 must
be unanimous in finding a true bill or the mat-
ter must be thrown out. 1 do notsee under

bring in a true bill for marder against the pri-
soaer in this case,

The witnesses present were then
sworn and the grand jury in charge of
constable Wm. Dalton retired to their

| room.

| their testimony and the grand jury ap-

settled ‘for a while at Jeast or until the |4

retired to théfy

the evidence that you ecan do otherwise than |

After allthe witnesses sworn had given

pearing satisfled with the evidence
brought before them, it was moved and
seconded that a true bill be found which
motion was carried unanimously. The
grand jury baving returned into court
were discharged from further attend-
ance.

The Atty.-Genl, then moved that the
prisoner be arraigned. The prisoner
was brought into court asd the indict-
ment chargiog him with shooting and
murdering one John O Brien on the 25th
of Sept. last and}he was asked—are you
guilty or not guilty?

The prisoner’s reply was—Not Guilty-

The Atty. Genl. then moved for trial-

The panel of petty jurors was called-

TEa prisoner was then instructed by the

Clerk of gthe Court,” Saml. Thomson,

E:q., as to his right‘to challenge jarors,

after which the jury was called and

came forwar. in the following order.

1—John Retts, sworn. .

Archibald Jardine. Directed by the Coun-
sel for the Crown to stund aside for the pre-
sent.

2-~Duucan Morrison, swoin.

Gavin Copeland. . Challerged by the Attor-
ney-General. £

3—John Menzies, sworn.

A. M. Saunders. Not present.

Wm. Ryan. Not preseat.

John Fotheringham. Objected to by Mr.
Tweedie &3 not having the necessary qualifica-
tions for a juror. John Betts and Duncan
Morrison were appointed triers. ‘)

+ John Fotheringham. Sworn. Was. a ‘reli-

dent of Chatham. Ppssessed no - real; estate.

Had personal property to valde of-§100.

Mr. Tweedie read fiom the Consolidated
Statues of New Brunswick thenecessary quali-
fications of a juror.  He muyst be a British sa’-
Ject, of the age of 21 years, and not 6ver 60,
and possessed of real estate or personal proper-
ty, or both to the amount of $400. This be-
ing the law Mr. Fotheringham’ was excused.

4.—Thos. Mullins, Sworn.

Sam'l Wadaleton. - Not present.

5.—W m. Searle, sworn.

George Brown. ' He wished to be excused as
he had had trouble with the prisoner and it
might infloence him. His Honor said that
was not & legal cause to stand aside. " Mr.
Tweedie then challenged him.

Patrick Clancy.. Challenged: by Mr, Twee:

die. !

Jamas Fitzpatrick.” Stated he was over 60
years of age which disqualified him.

Jared Tozer and Henry Kelly ‘were chal-
lenged by Mr. Tweedie.

Robt. McCoah. Was 65 years of age dis-
qualified.

Malcolm Amos. Wished 1o be exvused for
reasons given.. 'Peremptorily challenged by
Mr. Tweedie. .

Michael Veriker. -Peremptorily' challenged
by Mr. Tweedie.

James Burchill, Challenged by Mr.. Twee-
1e.s - - "

GeFranci_s Jardine. ' Chhllenged by the Atty-
n. !
This exhansted thepauel and the Atty.-Gen.

applied for an order for twenty-five more

jurors. :

The prisoner was then laken back.to jail
and the Court adjourned until Wednesday
morning. s :

Protect the Brakesmen, :T 1
When the number of accidents which
oteur to brakesmen is taken into consid-
eration it ‘does seem necessary that
some improvements sheuld be made
'whereby they may pursue their danger-
ous calling with less risk of injury to
life and limb. Hardly a newspaper s
taken up now-a-days without finding in
it some aceident from coupling cars,
caused by the danger of the old coupling
in comlnan use. . Many improved
couplings have been invented which do
away with the necessity of going be-
tween the cars to couplé or uncouple.
Some of these have been on trial for
some time; no doubt some proving more
successful than others; but still the old
link and pin coupling is in general use,
and accidents are of daily occurepce,
Then &gain ‘many -accidénts are éaused
by the old fashioned frog in ‘use in tHe
vicinity of switches, caused by the fout
of the brakeman catching therein and in
consequence he is run down by the, mov-
ing cars before he can release himself.
Surely the ingenuity of man is quite
capable of overcoming these dangers
and difficultics, and by patenting their
Inventions would secure to themselves a
suitable reward if such invention was
thoroughly “successful in doing away
with the dasagers and dificulties now
met with in this regard. Railway com-
panies” are mot batkward in making
changes to lessen the risk of danger to
passengers, and they should be equally
80 in regard to the lives of their em-
ployees. 1n some of the States of the
American - Republic,” laws have heen
passed making certain changes for the
safer conveying of passengers com-
pulsory, and no doubt the same could be
done as regards the safety of employees.
Anothet gafeguard Is proposed as a pro-
tection te the lives of brakesmen;the
placing of iron railings around the tops
of freight cars. In discussing this sub-
Jject the Brockville Times says:—We
think that the time has come when the
railroads should be forced to put hand
rails on top of all their freight cars.
Forced is a pretty hard word to use but
the necessity of the handrail has so long

been apparent, and from a humane
stand point it should have been so long
ago adopted that there seems little hope
of the railroads sdopting any such
system unless *“ forced” to do so. G

8t. James’ Church Sewing Circle-
*

The Report of St.- James' Church Sewing
Circle, recently submitted is very cheering.
1t is well known that the ladies of St. James'
church, in thus banding together, have a great
object in view. They have noidea that their
beneficial influence . should exhaust itself
in mere warm-hearted congratulations.-—
All very good no donbtTexcellbnt!
But their object is practical . With: o
mendable” energy they have resolved to
place & Pipe organ in the churéh—and one
which shall’ be a credit to this large and in-
fluential congregation. Towards this object‘

they have been working for some time, with |
characteristic energy, Their labors have been |
indefatigable .and as sach have been deservedly
attended with a large measuré of success.” The
financial result, so far, is most satisfactory.
We need not not give a detailed statement

Visit ¢f the Deputy Minister cf; was pot in accordance with the facts.
Fisheries. | He challenged the cficers who made such
I reports to produce the evidence that fish

fanother is keptup to the rigid re

As stated in last week's Anvocxrz,i
Lieut. Col. Tilton, Deputy Minister of|
Marine and Fisheries, atrived in New- |
castle on Tuesday morning and in the|
afternoon left for Chatham to meet the
committee appointed by the fishermen
to present to the Department the griev-
ances of which they compiain aud
to discuss maiters with a view to an
amicable settlement. The expression of
opinfon- of all Who had the pleasure of
meeting with Mr. Tijgon is that he scem-
ed t0 wish Lo get at-all the facts in -con-
nection with the smelt fishing in & fair
and impartial manuer, and-there is no
douby that if the fishermen were con-
sulted, or-visited ‘by: departmental 6fii-
cers. prior to the enactment of such ta-
dical changes in the regulations as were
made during former years, that the out-
rageous character of such regulations
would be shown up in such ﬁight, after
‘a fair and friendly.discussion that they
‘would not be allowed to become “law.—=
We believe in the protection of the fish-
eries, the Government should make wise
regulations and ‘then see to it that the
officers of the department enrorce such
regulations, not allow them to be viola-
'ted with impunity in one district while

: c;gnire-
ments of the Jiw.

Harsh regitiations canwot be enforced.
Take_for instauce {hé increase of license
fee 1ast year'from ome dollar to three,
done Tor.thé parpose it is stated of dimi-
nishing the catch as well as the number
of nets. But it hbad nosuch effect, the
fish caught exceeded the previous year's
catch while - amuch smaller number of
nets paid license, but it was a notorious
fact that'maby nets were fished without
paying any license fee, the owners abso-
lutely refusing, and in some cases daring
the overseer to seize their nets.

All these matters wcre discussed by
the fishermen and were listeved to and
commented  upon by Mr., Tilton in a
calm, kind and dignified manner which
led the fishermen to hope for a little
more consideration for their interests in
the near future when other regulations
are about being gazetted.

At the meeting held at.Chatham Mr.
George Watt presided ‘and in present-
ing the object for which they were met
together . said. . We meet Mr, Tilton
here to-night and would like to show
him that the representations we will
make are fair; and to have him grant
our request if possible. We would' like
to see the license fee reduced to oné dol-
lar, and have the season commeace when
the ice makes. We would also like to
have the ficense 50 that those fishing in
Mr. Hogan's district could fish in Mr.
Wiyse’s. ¢ :

Mr. D. Morrison—The roving licenses
have been in use in some districts.

Mr. Watt—I must beg to differ with
you there. \

Mr. Tilton—Mr. Ghairman and gentle-
men, I need not tell you as a New Bruns-
wicker that ‘it is a great pleasure to
meet you, and I shall have great satis-
faction in listening *t0 any statement
you have to me;e‘_ ‘n’das dar as L lies
in my power to make-such recomnienda-
tions as shall end your grievances. I
may say that this is not the first I have
heard of little dispntesin regard to the
fisheries of the good County of North-
umberland, and 1 shall be very glad if
such arrangements shall be reached as
will put an end to them for all time to
come. I shall reservé to the close of
th_e' meeting some remsarks I have to
make to you, and at ‘present you will be
8ood enough to say in what particular
you wovld like the fishery regulations
to be changed, I would also like to say
Lo you, the filshermen who were here
Inst Thursday night to meet me, that
cireumstances over which I have had no
countrol, and which are very painful to
me prevented me from appearing before
you. I left Ottawa to pay you a visit in
reference to these flshery matters with
instructions from the ~Minister " of
Marine and fisheries. I knew it was the
former Minister's intention to see you
Limself, but the sitting of the Ottawa
Commlssion up to an early day, and the
asselmbling of Parliament immediately
after his return from Washington ‘pre-
vented him from coming to you. For
some reason the Government of Canada
selected him for another portfolio, so I
was instructed to come to you in his
place. I can only express my regret
that he was unable to come leself, I
know to you it would be more satisfac-
tory for you.to meet hiny personslly and
I can only promise that I will carefully
hear what you have to say as to your
personal grievances, and represent them
to the Minister. With these few re-
marks I will ask you, Mr. Chairman to
request the gentlemen to state their
views, and the reporter will take them
down veibatim and I shall have them
conveyed to the Government.

Mr. Watt—Mr. Morrison we would
like to hear from you.

Mt. D. Morrison gaid there were three
grievances the fishermen complained of.
First, the fee of §3 is too much. Sec-
ond, the licenscs are good only-for one
district. True, roving licenses wcrei
sometimes granted, but they were, he !
understoed, illegal, It might be ccn-!
tended that a $3 fee did not amount to)
much True, it did not, but the princi-}

here. 1t is sufficient to say that at the elose
of the year 1887 they had in the neighborhood
of $800.00 to their credit. This was the resnl$ ’
of ‘“Bazaars’ and ‘‘Sales of work” and
‘“Grarden party” prior to that date. This
sum has been further swelled by the proceeds
of there last week's bazaar—which was a com-
plete success—to the amount of $1050.00.
Thus the ladies may be congratulated as with-
in tangibledistance of their object. Theiran-
ticipations have been niore than realized.
This is encouraging. Nay ; it is more!—
Whilst we take inta considerations the past
and present great. dépiession of .trade and the
ever increasing’ démigeds for Christian snd
philanthropie effort, we firmly believe «that
only the zeal and enthusiasm of such devoted
ladies could, in the circumstances, venture to
achieve such a measure of suceess, In closing
their report the ladies gladly uck owledge the
valuable and indispensable assistatce vendered
by the following gentlemen—Messrs, Allan A.
Davidson, Jr., George Stethart, William Rob-
inson and Dr. Pedolin. These four are a host
in themselves. ~With ‘such euergy as they
bring te bear on a good cause, failure is imposs
sible. They also heartily thank Mr. John
Brander for his munificent gift of twenty
dozen cups aud saucers. The gift is appro-
rﬁnge—and while they appreciate it highly for
ts intrinsic worth—they more especially
esteem it as a generous act of graceful fore-
thought. —Com. ;

?—~‘
Xmas Tree.
f Do not fail to be present at the Xmas

ple was oljectionsble. The urde ratand-f
ing had been that the license fee was |
merely for registration, and if the prin-‘
ciple of increasing to $3 were admitted [
next year it might be $5 and the next |
§10. Itjis contended by the Inspector
that the increase of license fee was for
the purpose of curtailing the number of
nets in the water, bat this we deny. It
will have the effect of placing the fishery

in the hands of the gigifishermen to the ‘
exclusion of the poorer. The next grie- !
vance was that fishing was not allowed

until December 1st.” Some years It

makes very litile difference, other years!
8 great deal of difference. This year the |
river froze over on the 22nd and 28rd of
November and fishermen Sére nnt al-

lowed to.fish until the 1st/ of December. |
Three or four days after the river freez- |
es over, the smelils go to the sea and do
not return until thelatter part of winter |
and thus we lose the whole wiuter‘s“

were lost last year on account of soft
Weather, He complained of the regula-
lions with regard to the roving license.
A fisherman might remain in one dis-
trict but two or three days, and then
follow the fish to the next one and then
to the pext. It might occar, in this way,
that his license fees would amount to
more than his catch would sell for.--
Statements had been made about the
destruction of small bass, but he thought
it would be fcund tbat the fishermen
were as deeply interested as anyoune in
preserving the fisheries, as they had
nearly .everything they owned ipvested
in it, their plant amounnting to a very
large sum, which would be rendered use-
less il the fisheries were destroyed. He,
hoped the fishermen would state their
grievances now 1o the Deputy Minister,
who he felt satisfied was anxious o get
at the bottom of- all the trouble. It had
been, said that a few dealers controlled
the maiter, but the dealers had only the
interests of the fishermen at heart.

(From the World.)

Mr. Dudley Walls said his idea was
that we ought to get to work to catch
the fish as soon as the ice was strong
enough ‘to work on. That was his
‘experience. - This year we had '‘a''week
of splendid weather in -November, and
it was pretty hard to keep the men off
the ice. Now. there was no ice to. work
on, but a patch here and there along
the shores. Some of the fish taken are
fine splendid fish. The catch is fair,
faully as good as were caught last year,
though the fishermen-could not get out
where the best fish’ were to be got. The
quality of the fish is improving, he
thought.

Io reply to the Deputy Minister, he
said he knew nothing of the bass fish-
ery. He had not found but two small
bass in his nets. "He had scen very few
the last three years. - When he began to
fish first, ha flshed at the lower end of
Middle Islind, and got just as many
small bass down there as off Chatham.

Mr. J. B. Williston, Bay da Vin, said
Mr. Walis could fish, under his license,
anywhere on the mzin river, but would
shave to take out another license if he
wished to fish in Bay du Vin or any of
the tributary rivers. The chief bass
‘fishing was done by Indians, down river.
with hook and line. Ile bad noticed, in
Bay du Vin river, that nets in certain
localities would také more bass than I
others. He was a shipper, not a fisher-
manp, and it did not concern him wheth-
er the license was $3 or $5.

Mr. D. Crimmen said he only flshed in
the fall when there was nothing else to
do and they had to buy or hire nets, and
spend nights“#td dsys of hardship in
huntiog for Ash. It was right that
there should be a license fee, and regu-
latioms, but it was hard te have, to pay’
$3, especially as he found that the li-
cense was pot much protection afver.all.
It was often the case that there would
be but one.night's fishing here. The
fish moved down in & body, and it was
necessary to follow them, when addi-
tional license fees would be demanded.

Col. Tilton—I would' like Mr. Crim-
men to explain what he means about the
license not affording proteeiion. I want
the fishermen to take me into their con-
fidence, and state all their grievaoces, so
that I may be able to assist in putting
an end, for cll time, to the bickerings of
the last few yesrs.

Mr. Crimmen said flshermen wcre
crewded upon by others. Carloads of
smelts wer¢ sent forward from the
North, in November, and they could
just as we¢)l. be:seént from: here, Last
year he fished three weeks avd got $30
worth of fish. It tock af(}m. §6 to bey
poles and ropes for a net.

Mr. John Blake, Black Brook, con-
sidered tne license fve too high. The
fishermen had come to the conciusion
that il the department -would not re-
dace the license they would Jike to have
time for fishing extended to March lst,
If the jce made earfier than Dec. 1st
they - wanted permission to fish befére
that date. The licenses issued by Over-
secrs Wyse and Russell were good in the
main chaonel fiom Chathem to the
moath of the river. e was uot aware
that the regulation had been clianged
durivg bis absence. Prior to 1879 a
good many smsll bass were caught,
especially in certain - localities.  Ie
menationed Tyrrell's Point as one of
these.

Mr. George Groat said he bad flihed
in three counties, and he found that
the Miramichi fishermen had a harder
time than any others. The law that
suited -Cumberland County, N. 8., and
Kent County, did not -suit wus.- There
was good ice here for fishihg as early 28
Nov. 15:h. It was only nonsense that
smal! bass would be caught 2t one plice
and not at another, as ome tide carried
the fish all the way. ‘He had becn six
yearsin the fishery, and had caught as
many small bass onc place us dnother.
When'the rom of swelts was on few
other flah were eavgbt.  When the
smelts got scarce tomceods and other fish
were found., wLsst winter he carned
$350, of which he got §120 on the Mip-
amithi in twonr three wecks, He'knew
of some fishermen who didn't &5
wo:th. The smelts have been lurzec of

II: had never lost a barrel
of fi-h sioce he Legan, and beod never

get
late years.

seen apy smelts go into mapure heaps,
The statement that 100 tons were caught
in oue or two uighls at Midol: Isiand
last year was all ronsense.

Mr. Adam® dsked if Mr. Grost consid-
ered the license fce of $3 excessive?

Mr. Groat thought it too much, but
never paid it and dida’t mean to pay it,

Mr. Jumes Berigan gave lhis experi-
ence. He fished the first run, aad then
waited for the tomcod run. He didn't
fish in January because it was no use.
He made $25 or £30 for his winter's
work. He had canght no bass. The $3
was too much. It tend.d to make men
dishonest, as they wou'd some’imes rent
a net from one mdn, seil their fish te an-
other, and not pay the rert. Mszny men
had mnot paid tor their nets. He had
rented a net from Mr. Loggie and hada't
paid him. He had found it better to

calch, which is a grea® loss to the fisher-  rent nets from Mr. Loggie, and sell the
men. ‘e often have colder weather the | fish to Mr. Watt, than to get the nct
latter part of November than the first from Watt and sell the fish to Loggie,
week in December, and the statement bacause Loggie hadn't as much time to

| Tree Sale advertised in another column,

that fish caught in November were lost look afler him as Watt had. There wag

notbing else to be done or he wouldn’s
fish. He knew of some of bis neighbors
not doing as well as'he had. If it had]
not been for the rise in tomcods he'’
wouldn't have earped his license fee last
winter. g

Mr. Frank Cassidy said he had been

In the first of the season a few small
bass might be taken. He had never
seen & fisherman make anything. A
good catch might be made, and then the
nets might be carried away by the hand
of Providence. Any other business was
far better than fishing smelts. The fish-
ermen ought to go scot free for risking
their lives, which they did every day.
Mr. Groat said, in answer to questions,
that he believed more nets were tished
last winter than ever before. He had
no license for the net he lost lass ‘Mon-
day pight. Ife had the money in his
pocket, and would have given it to the

officer if he had appeared on the sccne.

Mr. Adams—Don't you know it js your
duty to take out a license beforé setting
your net gt all?

Mr. Groat—No, sir. i

Mr. J. B. Williston said no lm'm
shou!d be 1mposed on & net, b here
shouid be a tax on the catch. He knew
men who paid for licenses last winter
and did not get 100 1bs. of fish.

Mr. Cassidy said, on behaif of Mr.
Ryan, thas the Tattér had’ never made
expenses.

Mr. John Hogsn was called for, but
declived to make any remarks.

ingz and shippicg smelts.

information on his return. 5
Mr. D. Morrison refurred to the offi-
cial siatcment that many fish were allow-

come from.

Mr. W. A. Loggie said the supply of

greater than previously, and the fish
ldraer. :

e,

Mr. Smith said there had been'a con-
stant endeavor to put a wrong face on
the fishery, and make it 8
methods of the fishernien

wers xuch as

partment to misjudge the fishermen.

Mr. W. A. Loggie said the average
price was sbout three cents, varyiug
from half & et to four and a half.

Mr. Watt said, in reference to ke
vejue of fish last year, that he had Leen!
very careful in keeping a record and!
mzking sn average. li. was two avaa
haif cents. BDe also bad been careful in
‘keeping u record of extras, aod found

than ever before. Oue reason why the
smeits were growing larger was that
the tomcods were getting fished oar.

iwo or three smelts were
one of them. They preyed on smelts,

The smelt fishe
by the catchiug of the tomcods. A few
barrels of smelts were lost one year, but
none since. The fishermen  kept them
a very short time, and' when they zot
into: the dealers’ warehouses they kept
all 'right, no matter wbat the weather
might be. Fish were ofisn injured on.
the way to market, or after thelr arrival,
and brought a very small price. Smelis

week of November, and dealers and
fishermen would have made some money
if they had' beeu permiited to ship them.

little piece of ice at Muirhead’s wharf,
that nets, close together, were ealching
one to iwo tons a day. This showed!
the river was swarming with fisk, snd
that the department did oot have a leg
to-stand on in holding that the smelts
were being fished out. The fishermen

to avail ghemselves of the food that Pro-
vidence p'aced in their way. It bhad
been said that he and a few others ship-
pers hid made all the complaints, and
he was glad that the fishermen had come
to the meeting and stated  their own
grievances. The department had been
given false information, which had been
sent by parties who had no méans of
knowing the truth. The overseer dida't
koow how many fish were caught.
Whoever suppiied._the information on
which thke value of the fish had been
placed at six cents per pound
Enowingly misstated the case.
dealers got only an average of 4} cents
and had to pay freight, commission, |
cartage, etc., etc. The quantity canght
was much larger than stated.

Oversecr Wyse explained that the
value, six cents, was fixed by the de-
parument, not by the Overseers.

The Deputy Minister said he was. per-
fectly in accord with oune point which
the Chairman who had so ably presided,
had made, and that was that the depart-
ment had no wish to make any regula-
tion that was not conducive to the best
interests of the fishermen. It might be
supposed that they, in Ottawa, knew
nothing of what occurred here, bat they
got many letters by every mail, convey-
ing information, and read them.all. He
had served under several Ministers, and
never knew one of them who did not
aim to do the best he could for the in-
terests of the fishermen. With regard
to the license fee. It was not fixed with
sole idea of raising a revenue, although
it would be legitimate to ruise in this
way part of the money expended for the
protection of the fishermen. The
amount so raised in the whole Province
was only 3400 and odd dollars, while
$5000 had been expended in this coun-
ty alone lor the protection of fisheries,
oot to speak of the vessel that had
cruised at the moutk of the river. The
license fee had been increased with the
view of lessening the number of nets.
In regard to the roving license, there
were difficulties to be considered, and
the departinent would.be guided by the
advice of its.officers. So far as the date
of begining to fish was concerned, he
maust say that a strong impression had
been made on his mind that the con-|
tention of the fishermen was jugt, aod
hé would have much pleasure in advising
the Minister accordingly. He was
sorry to hear that men had been fish-
ing iliegally. They should remember
that the fishery was a heritage to be
preserved and handed dogvn to future
generations. He remembered when the
gaspereaux, oyster, shad, bass, lobster
and othea fisheries, now aimost exticet,
had been sources of great wealth. ' The
smelt flsheries was, to-day, almosy the
only one that maintained is primitive
prodactivess, and it was the doty of the
department to foster and guard it so
that 1t would be a source of revenue to
the poople for &'l time.

Mr. Wyse asked the Deputy Minister
to explain about the license.

Col. Tilton said the fee was fixed by
Order in Council, and the men would
have to pay it this year. He would
make a recommendation to the Minlster,
but could not say what it wounld be or
what action might be taken on it. He
moved a vote of thanks to the chairman

, had
‘The

{

|

~ Children Oryfor

one dollar- st fishing, havieg cply pald

Col. Tilton said he was absent from |
Outawa at that time, Bnt would get the{:

ed 1 spoil, and found their way to the '
manure heap, and he wanted to know |

sthelts, the last two falls, had been even |

Mr. Groat agreed with these state-|

to destroy this and other fisheries, Such |2

that there were more extras last winter |

The tomcod was a voracions fish, and|
viten found in |

O3k Tilon could see, by visiting the |

beligved that they ought to be aliowed!|

extending from Huwhbon }
side of the river to Bushville ¢

for his able,
conduct of the m
Mr. oW

fishing longer than any other man here. |

cinte the bass fish

The vote of thavks t

Mr. Watt thought there was
tion at all bat the fiskermen
whit they had lo z Tooked
e hoped the mes. would ng
licences. . The asp
fished out in.St. J.,!
tor's nose but they’ :
as ever before. - -

Three cheers were given
toh, who had made an exc
sion on the :
igter and Mr. Adams
in a rowboat and-

Mr. D. G. Smith asked who had for-|,
rished the department with the informs= |-
tion that the weather, in the last week' *'
-of November, was not puitable for sav-; o

what source such misinformation had W

ppear that the | i

misrepresentations had caused the de- | 8€¢

carefal B
of friends.
uﬂnﬂié
piness.

and there was no fish to prey on them. 'hé
ry had' been improved '

were 20 ccuts a pound in Boston the last | ¢ en

The Deputy Minister

wharf c
other, broke away. 1t was occop

the time by a large -number
whose nets stretched almost from

to shore. When the break
every man ran for his life,

ing and flashing of the fiying

told the story of the bretkﬁ
view of vhe scene. Some of

got off quickly, while others had

,tance and take the chance of
| jump : but all

down with the

the nets with
been caugh:
estimate of the number of nets
seventeen bat some place it at &
larger figure. One man lost threet
smelts, worth $180, besides his twi
worth $50 each. Al the men logt.
fish as the ice field soon broke
Some of the nets were _recovered, Tues~
diy. Fishing was coutinued, by tho
Wwho had taken position higher u

the prospective catch was . 9
enough-
Dec. 5th.

m, and the fish thy
ere also lost.

to warrant the risk.-~Bioni,

& Gocd Showing.,

The revenue of’(]umdn‘ for the

five months of the present fiseal
amounted to §15

973,000, belng 1m 1n:

crease of $1,500,000 as compaiared -
the same period lasg year,
penditure for the same period was
607,000, being a decrease of $200

compared with the correspo
period last year.
360.000 on- December first
a hi, hiy satisfactory exhibit.

The

This surplus of
s consi




